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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

Research on how Police Officers respond to Domestic Violence: Analysing the types of safeguarding and support provided to victims of Domestic Violence 

INTRODUCTION:

This proposal will identify what types of safeguarding and support are currently in place for victims of domestic violence, as well as analysing the effectiveness of them. The research will also explore the initial response of police officers to domestic violence incidents, acknowledging the training they are provided to deal with the incidents effectively. The research will also identify the types of victims and perpetrators of domestic violence, including their gender, personalities and the types of behaviour they can present.

Domestic Violence has always been a focussed topic within response policing and has perceived adverse opinions, as there are many cases where the police and other agencies dealing with domestic violence have failed in providing sufficient support. However, there have also been many positive cases, proving the effectiveness of the police and agencies working alongside victims of domestic violence. 

Domestic Violence as an incident or pattern of incidents can involve a partner, ex-partner, family member or carer, whereby the perpetrator can carry out a type of abuse. These types can include controlling, coercive, threatening, degrading and violent behaviour, harassment, and stalking, financial or economic abuse.

However, domestic abuse is often a hidden crime that is not reported to the police, as the victim can face many obstacles when coming forward to report an incident. According to National Crime Victimization Survey, about half of all domestic violence incidents are reported to law enforcement (Talking Parents, 2022). This could be based on the fact that the victims are uneducated on reporting the incidents, manipulated in thinking that it is normal what they are going through or other research which shows that they have been failed by the police and other agencies support from previous incidents. If a victim of domestic abuse has not received an effective response from police or not enough support from agencies, will this affect their decision on them reporting further incidents to the police?



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

There has been many researchers investigating on how response police officers respond to domestic violence incidents and how effective they are. There are also many case studies from victims of domestic violence who have been failed by the law enforcement and the agencies supposedly supporting them. There does not seem to be much research into how effective the initial police response is, as well what safeguarding measures they can put in place and the effectiveness of partner agencies roles in supporting the victim. Therefore, the objective of this research is to investigate how victims of domestic violence perceive the support provided from the initial police responders and the partner agencies they are referred to. The research will also ascertain the views from current police responders who are dealing with domestic violence on a daily basis, analysing whether they believe that victims of domestic violence receive enough support. 

The main objective of this research is to answer the question:

Does a victim of domestic abuse receive an effective response from police and enough support from partner agencies?

This will also interlink the questions of what types of safeguarding are currently in place? What are the types of personalities of domestic abuse victims and perpetrators? What makes a victim less likely to engage with the police and partner agencies?


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There has been a substantial amount of research conducted on the topic of domestic violence. This research would include the number of victims of domestic abuse that refused to make a formal complaint against the perpetrator or would withdraw their statement during the investigation process. It was found that respondents to domestic violence are less likely to call the police when the antagonist is a partner or other family member, rather than reporting a stranger which is more likely (Block, 1974). 

The police recorded 1,500,369 domestic abuse-related incidents and crimes in England and Wales in the ending March 2022, which is an increase of 7.7% compared to the previous year (NCDV, 2023). 

Victims of domestic abuse access multiple agencies which include social services, police, housing programmes, health and social care, advocacy which often require services to stay safe and rebuild their lives (Atkinson, et al., 2007). These multi agencies are viewed to be the most effective way to approach domestic abuse at both an operational and strategic level (Atkinson, et al., 2005). Research from (Atkinson et al 2002, 2005) shows that there are numerous challenges that multi-agency is put through, this includes issues around funding, resources, communication, management, and the lack of training across the workforce (Atkinson, et al., 2007). These issues will affect the way these agencies respond to domestic violence incidents and how much support they can provide their victims.

There have since been new reforms that were implemented in the UK to support and enhance these multi-agency responses to domestic abuse (UK Government, 2009). These include the establishment of Multi-agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARAC), Specialist Domestic Violence Courts (SDVC) which are tasked to bring together statutory and non-statutory agencies to coordinate community responses to domestic abuse incidents, as well as Independent Domestic Violence Advocates (IDVAs), which support high-risk victims of domestic abuse (SafeLives, 2016).

However, there is slight gap in research as to whether the effectiveness of these new reforms and partner agencies are dealing with domestic violence incidents, as there seems to be little analysis on whether it is effective or not hence why the target for this study is to fulfil the gap.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research methods utilised in this proposal will evolve around current case studies of domestic violence, obtaining the views from the victims on whether the initial response from the police was effective, as well as the effectiveness of partner agencies support. 

The study will also gather information from a questionnaire, where the participants would be current response police officers or previous response officers. Gathering their views on how effective domestic violence incidents are being dealt with and if anything could be done differently. Also obtaining their views on partner agencies who work with domestic abuse victims and how effective their support is towards the victim. This will be an interesting factor to see whether police officers who are responding to domestic violence incidents daily have a positive or negative view on the way they are trained in dealing with domestic incidents, as well as whether they feel they get enough training for these types of incidents. 

Ultimately, the research around this study will gather current views on domestic violence incidents that are being dealt with by police officers and partner agencies, linking other case studies views together and analysing whether improvement can be made or not. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

During this research, there will be a questionnaire involving the analysis of the effectiveness of safeguarding and support provided to victims of domestic violence, whether more support could be offered or if there could better ways to improve the initial response to domestic incidents. The answers will be received from current response police officers who are responding to many types of domestic violence incidents almost on a daily basis. This will provide an interesting perception, as the data will be coming from police officers responding to domestic violence, ascertaining whether they feel that the current practice for dealing domestic incidents is effective or if improvements could be made when responding to them.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

All ethical principles and preventative measures will be followed in accordance with the Data Protection Act (2018) and the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD). 

The information sourced from other case studies and websites will not be used in a plagiarism manner. 

When obtaining the collection of data from the questionnaire set out for the participants, there details will be restricted and only the answers given will be used in the study. 

	TIME SCALE:

The time scale of the research gathered throughout this study and the data collected from participants in the questionnaire is short, as the writer has limited time due to work commitments. 
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