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[bookmark: _Toc1069476611]Introduction
     The rapidly evolving landscape of the modern world has created challenges for every area of society, with police forces nationwide being no stranger to the same phenomenon. We have seen historic events, such as the Brixton riots force drive transformation and change among our police forces as we still aim to tackle the variety of contemporary problems generated by our evolution. From cybercrime to dealing with the widespread problem of reoffending, the dynamic environment of our everchanging society highlights the necessity to create solutions that walk the fine line between enforcement and community engagement (Bandyopadhyay and Woodhams, 2016). Everything that we see underpins the fact that the problems policing faces will not be the same in 20 years. We must see the absolute importance of the critical examination of employed frameworks and strategies that pilot police practice, both for the resolution of the problems of today and the preparation for the uncertainty of tomorrow (College of Policing, 2020a). 

[bookmark: _Toc252961302]Historical Evolution of Policing Strategies
    The evolution of policing strategies in the United Kingdom has happen in an extremely brief period of time, driven by a variety of factors. One of the primary propellants that had spearheaded change is several historical events that highlighted the necessity for the significant reform on a national scale. These events have not only shaped how law enforcement officers practice their duties across the nation, but also the underpinned principles and philosophy of how our law enforcement agencies should do to govern a healthy relationship themselves and their communities (Newburn, 2003).

[bookmark: _Toc336131508]Brixton Riots
     The Brixton Riots took place in 1981 after the pinnacle of decreasing police-black community relations, pushed over the top by ‘Operation Swamp’ in which over a ten-day period there were over 1000 stop-and=searches conducted, by what was later labelled and racial discrimination (Jefferson, 2019). The civil unrest caused called attention to an urgent need of the reassessment of policing methodology, with the subsequent public outrage demanding agency accountability and the reassessment of police and community relations (Scarman, 1981).

[bookmark: _Toc1012438409]The Scarman Report
     In the aftermath of the Brixton riots the Home Secretary of the UK appointed Lord Leslie George Scarman to lead an enquiry into the event, know as the Scarman Report which published on the 25th of November 1981 (Gloucestershire County Council, 2023). The main premiss of the report was an emphasis on the need for police forces to “win hearts and minds,” simply to create greater transparency and engage actively with the community to foster that relationship (Scarman, 1981). The main sensis of the academic world was an air of institutionalised, with the discussion of racial bias being a primary air, which at the time was represent by both statistics and public opinion (Weitzer, 2000).

[bookmark: _Toc1060083]The Macpherson Report and Institutional Racism
     On the 22nd of April 1993, Stehpen Lawrence, an 18-year-old black teenager was stabbed to death in a bus stop. The aftermath was met by criticism of the investigation of the Metropolitan Police, leading to an enquiry into their handling of the case and the first use of the term “institutional racism” in the world of British policing (Meade and Nickolls, 2023). The finding and recommendations of the Macpherson report had a major impact on the shift of British policing strategies, focusing on the absolute importance of equality and the prevention of racial discrimination within law enforcement agencies nationwide (Home Affairs Committee, 2021). The long-term effects of the Macpherson Report and have been significant, with many highlighted problems still relevant today, along with subsequent reforms aimed at improving the trust and cohesion between the police and minority communities within society (Jackson et al., 2012).

[bookmark: _Toc785260387]Conclusion
     These past events have allowed us to understand the importance of using the past to learn and navigate the future of British policing. The lessons extracted from events such as the Brixton Riots and the subsequent inquires have been crucial in the shaping of the modern policing doctrine and methodology. The constant need to adapt and reform is clear through the experience of our law enforcement agencies, as we drive forward to devise a policing approach that is both effective and consideration of our contemporary problems (Rowe, 2004).

[bookmark: _Toc1328619576]Contemporary Challenges in Policing
     As British Policing evolves from its historical precedent, we see the emergence of various contemporary issues emerge that assess the adaptability and efficiency of our law enforcement agencies. The emergence of these complex modern-day issues facilitates the need for a shift to a proactive policing model, targeting problems that extend beyond the scope of traditional crime frameworks (Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research, 2008).

[bookmark: _Toc1304871337]Modern Challenges Overview
     The is a newborn necessity for policing to keep up with the evolving contemporary issues of our evolving society such as cybercrime, global terrorism threats and the effects of social media on public order and safety. To deal with these issues, we are forced to adapt, combining traditional policing methodology with new innovative strategies to ensure a dynamic and multifaceted approach to maintaining public safety and order (Furnell, 2008). Despite the rapid development of technology increasing the complexity of the issues we face; it is also extremely important to again, maintain the balance between enforcement and ethical considerations such as civil liberty and privacy with developments such as the Data Protection Act 2018. Along with the evolution of evidence-based policing, we see the need for data driven strategy, while still maintaining a balance on the right side of ethical practices (Fleming and Rhodes, 2017).

[bookmark: _Toc344967328]Analysis of Police Response to Public Order
     After touching on the historical context of the evolution of policing strategy, it is clear the public order is a continuous and complex issue faced by British law enforcement. Through decades of evolution, we have been tasked with maintaining peace within society, preventing disorder without infringing on the rights of our communities. The tactics used to complete these objectives are subject to constant scrutiny; however, it is vital to analyse and identify the actual effects of employed strategies, to adapt and evolve as we move into the future of policing (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary, 2011).

[bookmark: _Toc1496742373]Theoretical Underpinning and Strategic Approach
     Through the development of evidence-based policing on a national scale, one of the primary strategic approaches is an intelligence-led policing model. Police resources are finite, intelligence-based strategy allowing police forces to maximise results with the resources they have to their disposal. The intention is to identify hotspots and trends within a localised area, allowing potentially overstretched police forces to use data to more efficiently allocate their resources (Innes, 2006). This can be extremely effective; however, it is crucial that agencies understand that there is no perfect intelligence, and the data collected can always be flawed leading to oversights and the potential ineffective allocation of resources (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary, 2011).

[bookmark: _Toc1199196334]Introduction to Problem-Oriented Policing (POP)
     Problem-oriented policing represents a high shift in the mindset of policing in relation to proactive strategies within law enforcement worldwide. First introduced by Herman Goldstein in 1979, problem-oriented policing emerged as one of many prospective solutions to the policing crisis of legitimacy and effectiveness in the surrounding decades (Weisburd et al., 2008). The primary idea of this model is that there are route causes to problems that cause them to persist, and solutions should aim to treat the problem, not the symptom which is crime (College of Policing, 2020b). For this to be effective, it requires a commitment to systemic change, along with a thorough understanding of the issues at hand. It is also crucial to understand that this can be at odds for the pressure of immediate results as problem-oriented policing is designed around fixing issue with a long-term focus (Goldstein, 1979).

[bookmark: _Toc526971578]The SARA Model
     Within the overarching framework of problem-oriented policing, the SARA (scanning, analysis, response, and assessment) model provides a method of problem solving that executes the idea understanding a problem and developing a solution to tackle it at its core (College of Policing, 2020b).
· Scanning
The scanning phase of SARA involves the identification of recurring incidents within an area of concern for either the police force, or the public. This is a vital step that gains information to allow an agency to orient themselves in each situation. It is important to consider, the effectiveness of this stage is reliant upon the accurate and unbiased collection of data. Misidentification or prioritisation because of flawed data can lead to wasted resources and effort, underpinning the need for the rigorous and continuous moderation of the scanning process (Eck and Spelman, 1987).

· Analysis
The analysis phase of SARA moves into understanding the contributing factors of the problems successfully identified in the scanning phase. This is pivotal as it informs the development of targeted responses while allowing an agency to orient themselves, understanding where they fit in with regards to the problem. The depth of analysis significantly affects the success of the of developed strategies, where a subpar analysis may lead to responses that fail to address the root causes of issues, therefor only providing temporary relief from a problem (Clarke and Eck, 2003).

· Response
During the response phase strategies are developed and implemented to address the identified problems. The effectiveness of responses is dependent on the quality of the prior stage, along with the ability to be enhanced by active community engagement. This also doubles to foster the relationship between a community and law enforcement agency. Nevertheless, the challenge lies in designing responses that are both effective, while being considerate of individual rights and liberties (Braga et al., 1999).

· Assessment
Finally, the assessment phase is designed to evaluate the impact of the employed responses on the identified problems. This is crucial for learning and adaptation, as it provides feedback on the positives, negative and the overall impact of a solution. However, measuring the impact of policing strategies on public order is an extremely complex task and can be influenced by a plethora of external factors, making it difficult to attribute changes directly to police actions. Yet, if used as a loop, the constant adaptation and revaluation can allow the creation of innovative and effective responses to identified issues (Read and Tilley, 2000).

[bookmark: _Toc1659946719]Problem-Oriented Policing and SARA in Application
     Operation Ceasefire was implemented in Bosten during the 90’s, a program with the aim of deterring the carrying of firearms in crime hotspots around the city (Department of Justice, 2021). In the initial stages of this operation, they grounded its foundations with the principles of problem-oriented policing, with the emphasis on the analysis of the problem to create an effective solution. Through an in-depth analysis, law enforcement agencies were able to identify key individuals and groups of people who were appropriate for a disproportionate amount of violence in the area. This allows the creation of that more targeted approach, allowing better allocation of resources which allows the agencies to work more effectively (Braga et al., 2001).
     Building on this foundation, the operation's success was further amplified by the collaborative efforts because of a multi-agency approach and the active involvement of the community, which was vital in the creation of a response that innovated beyond traditional policing methods. The significant investment in analysis and coordination between agencies allowed the operation to adapt its strategies to the evolving nature of the identified problem, using every tool to maximise the efficiency of the responses. This process of continuous evaluation and adjustment, a foundation of problem-oriented policing and SARA, was crucial in revising and improving the strategies employed throughout the operation (Rosenbaum, 2002).
     Also, the operation's focused application of specificity further drove the ceiling for success, targeting specific behaviours and individuals that were identified to contribute to violence, rather than broad, unfocused crackdowns that spread resources thin. This strategic approach to resource allocation and response, combined with the adaptable foundation and commitment to community engagement, offered a blueprint to see significant improvements in relation to the issue. Outside of the expected downsides of problem-oriented policing, Operation Ceasefire provided a textbook example of the power of problem-oriented policing and SARA. With the implementation of Operation Ceasefire, Boston saw a 63-percent decrease in the monthly number of youth homicides, a 32% decrease in monthly “shots-fired” calls and a 25% decrease in all gun assault incidents (Department of Justice, 2001).

[bookmark: _Toc1654608515]Supporting Legislation in Policing Strategy
     The Police Reform Act, published in 2002, introduced a range of measures aimed at modernising the law enforcement agencies and increasing community engagement. One of the act's key provisions was the introduction of Community Support Officers (CSOs). This allowed an extension of the reach of police forces, providing a direct link to the community which overall expanded the police presence in communities while enhancing the relationship between the public and law enforcement (Kirkby, 2007). While CSOs are credited with increasing visible policing and public reassurance (Millie and Herrington, 2005), critics argue that their limited powers and training may not adequately address the complexities dealt with when facing modern policing challenges (Crawford and Lister, 2004).
     The Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 further expands the toolkit available to help police forces and community partners tackle anti-social behaviour and low-level crime in communities. It introduced new powers such as Community Protection Notices and the Public Spaces Protection Order, designed to address specific issues within communities and expanding on past solutions (Home Office, 2023). These measures have been praised for their flexibility and responsiveness to local needs; however, there is an ongoing debate about the potential for overreach and the risk of disproportionately targeting marginalized groups (Ashworth and Zedner, 2014).
     The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE), creating in the years following the Brixton Riots established crucial safeguards for the rights of individuals during police investigations, including codes of practice for stop and searches procedure, arrests, detention, interrogation, and the handling of evidence. While PACE has been instrumental in standardising police procedures with the intent to prevent breaches of civil liberty and promote transparency, yet it has also faced scrutiny (Home Office, 2007). Critics have highlighted that despite its underpinning intention, PACE has not eliminated the risk of abuses of power within law enforcement, particularly in cases involving vulnerable and minority populations in the UK. Even more so, the act's adaptability has been assessed by the emergence of the range of evolving contemporary, challenging the traditional boundaries of search and seizure (Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services, 2021). Despite these challenges, PACE remains a cornerstone of modern policing practice.

[bookmark: _Toc2112698761]Ethical Considerations and the Path Forward
     As British policing continues to navigate that fine balance between effective law enforcement and ethical policing practice, the introduction of legislative frameworks such as the Police Reform Act, the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act, and PACE have been pivotal in guiding agencies on a national scale. These acts have not only provided a structured approach to dealing with contemporary issues but have also underpinned the importance of safeguarding civil liberties while nurturing a community relationship.
     The ethical effect of this legislation has been vital in the progression of policing. They serve as a reminder to the police and government commitment to the evolution, ensuring that police practices do not infringe upon the rights and freedoms of the individuals they are ultimately designed to protect. However, observing legislation in practice has revealed that the path to uphold ethical policing is layered with complexities, particularly when addressing evolving contemporary issues and the needs of vulnerable and minority populations in society.

[bookmark: _Toc1999254992]Conclusion
     In conclusion, the evolution of British policing strategies, from the reactive measures of the past to the proactive stance of today, reflects a continuous gaol of improvement and adaptation within our law enforcement’s culture. The critical analysis of historical events, legislative decisions, and contemporary issue shows a national policing landscape committed to learning from its past and innovating for societies future. While strategies like Problem-Oriented Policing and the SARA model have demonstrated significant successes in a variety of application, they also highlight the need for ongoing scrutiny and reform and new emerging problems develop.
     The balance between maintaining public order and respecting individual rights remains on a delicate line and is essential in policing. The future of British law enforcement lies in its ability to adapt, ensuring that it responds to the changing dynamics and demands of crime while maintaining the principles of justice and equality in its practice. The lessons learned from past inquiries and the analysis of current practices will undoubtedly shape a more effective and ethical policing framework into the near future of British Policing.
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