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Proposal

My proposed subject area/concept for my final year major project is based around the story of Eyob Tefera from Ethiopia who travelled to Swansea and died after throwing himself to the waters of the Marina. I believe his story is one that we must not forget as it shows the economic inequalities of the world we now live in and of societies failures to help our fellow man when in deepest need. Some of this story was exhibited in the Opusculus exhibition in March 2020 but I felt I needed to expand on it further and develop it to highlight more of the journey he took to get here and the problems he faced when here. 
I intend to research about his origins with the Oromo tribe in Ethiopia, how British colonialism might have to this day caused the instability of the country and why the British state declined 2 asylum applications and therein the usual £35 a week for him to survive on. 
I would also like to create something to show the path Eyob took to get to Swansea based around what is known as the Central Mediterranean route that he likely took.
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I intend to develop my skills in photoshop over the summer as I enjoy editing my images but feel I am not proficient in utilizing it yet. I also need to practice my camera skills and have some ideas about images I would like to create for this project. 
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Map 1- Main routes from Ethiopia towards Europe
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4.1.2 Profile of Ethiopian Nationals in Transit

In a 2013 UNHCR report it was estimated that between 50 and 100 Ethiopians cross daily into Sudan.
This adds up to between 18,000 and 37,000 Ethiopians startingtheir journey to western/northern places
per year. However, it is assumed that a large share may end up stayingin Sudan or Libya rather than

travelling onwards to Europe (Frouws, 20143; Kuschminder & Fransen, 2009).

Libya
Since Ethiopian migrants predominately make use of the Central Mediterranean route, a lot of them
transit subsequently through Libya. As the general number of Ethiopian migrants into Europe is

relatively low, the FMS for Libya in 2016 captured only 38 Ethiopians (out 0f 8268 individuals surveyed).

14

At this stage, it has to be acknowledged that numbers of Ethiopian nationals in both transit as well as
destination countries are quitelikely to be underrepresented dueto the fact that Ethiopians often claim
to be of Eritrean or Somali origin, however concrete evidence for this assumption is lacking. Of those
captured in the DTM FMS, around 60 per cent intended to migrate onwards to Europe, 35 per cent
reported intending tostay in Libyaand the remaining 5 per cent wanted to go elsewhere, mainly to the
us.
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Britain Is Hoarding a Treasure No One Is Allowed to See

In recent years, requests for the permanent return of items taken during the imperial era without their owners’
consent have gathered pace.
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“It was an attempt at colonialism,” he says. “In order for colonialists to rationalize British
rule, they had to invest in the colonial ideology that some groups of people are inherently
uncivilized. Some authors argue [Mordecai Abir and Edward Ullendorf] that when the
Oromo were in charge, the empire declined because they were uncivilized. They invented
the uncivilized "Galla”, and this trend continues: there have been decades of research
arguing that the Oromo and the Amhara cannot live in the same state.

Yates takes a new perspective in The Other Abyssinians. “This is a story about inclusivity.
It's a new way of looking at relations with the Oromo, fundamentally reconceptualizing
relationships between groups of people.”

“Identity and national integration are two threads in the book,” he says. “I spent a decade
researching Oromo contributions. Instead of being exclusive like in America, where by law
different races could not marry, live near each other, go to same hospitals, schools etc., in
Ethiopia, it's reversed. There are so many examples, like the national cuisine, which reflects
the diversity of the nation, of people being included and bringing in all the diverse elements
of Ethiopia into the national culture.”

Another example, Yates points out, is in Ethiopia’s resistance to speak just one language.
“The trend in many other African countries has been to push towards using one language,
generally the language of the colonizer, similar to the way America has historically pushed
everyone towards speaking English, but that push has been largely absent in Ethiopia,”
Yates explains. “So many things we find natural about identity are contradicted by
Ethiopian experiences.”

It's something Yates thinks America can learn from. “In America, we live in a very
segregated society that discourages different groups working together. Ethiopia shows
that there are so many benefits to increasing diversity and coming together.”
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66 Ina lot of ways, there are
parallels between Oromo and
black Americans. There isn’t an
America without people of color;
there isn’t an Ethiopia without the
Oromao.

Brian J. Yates, Ph.D.
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An asylum seeker witnessed horrific Isis beheadings and murders as he travelled to the UK - then found

himself without accommodation and money after his application to stay in the country failed.

Eyob Tefera had travelled to the UK in 2015, using people traffickers, travelling through Sudan, Libya and

Italy, before ending up in the ‘Jungle’ camp in Calais.

He had been studying sports and science in Addis Ababa and had left Ethiopa because members of the

Oromo tribe, from which he came, were in danger of ‘disappearing’, an inquest in Swansea heard.
On arriving in the UK, he had hoped to continue his studies.

But he ended up killing himself in September last year after finding himself in Swansea without shelter or

resources.
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