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                                                 What Impact the Covid 19 Pandemic has had on the Social Interaction
                                                                                                       Skills of children aged 2 to 3 years old.

 Abstract 
A research project will be conducted concentrating on children 2 to 3 years old, these are the children that will have been born during the first wave of the covid 19 pandemic and thereafter and had their first few very important days weeks and months during this time as was said by( PIAGET j 2019) this Is when children are most influenced by their surroundings including the people around them and the  stages of development  whereas ( Vygotsky l 2019) believed that children learn by environment and the teachers around them but not at specific stages . The topic I will concentrate on finding out about is how the restrictions on everyday life affected the ability to learn social skills and adapt to new people and places. The rationale behind this project is to find out if these children would benefit from extra support in these areas. The sample size I will use, practitioners at management level and practitioners also the parents of this age group. It will be conducted at a small private nursery which will remain unnamed to protect the confidentiality of both the staff and families as is stated in the ( UNCRC article 16 1989) ethical considerations have to be remembered as was said by( UWTSD 2023) no harm should be inflicted in any way on the children taking part in the study the children involved , their families and teaching staff should be made aware and reminded on regular occasions that they can refrain from taking part at any time. Triangulation if implemented will form a more reliable source of results as said in (Mukherji P & Albon D 2018 p26) however it has also been said in (Mukherji P & Albon D 2018 P26) that this is not the only consideration the methods also have to be fit for purpose. For this study I will use questionnaires, interviews, and the mosaic method.   
Literature review.
The reason I have chosen to focus on this topic is to begin to understand more about how the pandemic will have had an impact on children in their early social development , we can begin to support them or at least understand the reason for behaviours  as was said in( Zhou, X & Shein B. et al, 2023) and also Wijaya RPC, Bunga BN & killing IY (2022) children of all ages and their families were affected when the covid pandemic hit many countries all over the world, lives were restricted, this resulted in families that were living at the same house spending more time together, but extended families and friends being secluded from each other both articles agree as to the extent of the anxiety and upset this caused to everyone involved. As was said in (Aubrey K & Riley A 2019 p150-153) Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological system showed that a child’s world and ability to learn skills such as social skills are dependent on their surroundings and the people that surround them, during the pandemic this was restricted. Also said in (Aubrey K & Riley A 2019 p56-67) Vygotsky’s zone of proximal development showing how children need the knowledge and guidance of other 
SARA DAVIES 2206143 ECEY5010
senior members of their family surrounding them as is agreed in (Jaeger MM 2012 903-922) Childrens educational success and their holistic development is increased. 
 As was said in (Egan SM & Pope J et al 2021) Lots of children had to stop attending school and early years childcare settings, which had a noticeable impact on children, for example some had an increase in tantrums or became more secluded. Although there is little evidence yet on the extent the pandemic will have, one study was completed as said in (O’Keeffe & McNally 2021) it showed the benefits of play especially during times of trauma for children, it can be used as an outlet for their emotions and worries, and without the children can become lonely and feel isolated. However as was said in (Egan SM & Pope J et al 2021) the pandemic provided an opportunity for life to slow down, for families to interact with each other more and siblings to stay home and play together.
AS was said in (Lacobucci G, 2020; 368:m1204 accessed on 4thmay 2023) the United Kingdom lockdown was announced to avoid spreading the virus. The restrictions had been put into place in some other countries prior to the United Kingdom as was said in (Ren X 2020) different countries had varying approaches to the pandemic, most went into lockdown at some point which meant that children and families all over the world faced restrictions to their daily lives including who they could socialise with. However, one country decided upon a different approach as was said in (Thomas W 2020 vol 15, Iss 4) Sweden decided not to lock down at all instead they entrusted their population to be sensible to avoid spreading the virus, this meant that the young children and families had no restrictions put in place, their schools run as normal, their shops and public transport still remained open to all, but would the fear and anxiety that the world was facing still affect their lives and the development of young children?. Pre-Pandemic research showed that anxiety and stress can have an impact on children’s development in all areas and especially their mental health as was said in (Pine D S 2009) This was also agreed in (Rooij S & Smith RD et al 2020) and (Shonkoff JP 2015, chapter 2, p56) these look at how trauma of maltreatment and violence which as it shows in (Stripe N ,2020 office for National Statistics) was increased compared to pre pandemic figures , this could have a lasting effect on areas of children’s development , social interaction being one area that can affect society and how the children go on to behave as adults in the future. However as was said by Bronfenbrenner’s ecological theory in (Aubrey k & Riley A 2019) Future environmental factors and people they meet could change how they develop in the future.
One change due to the lockdown as said in (Kharel & Madhu et al jan 2022) the ability to play outdoors in parks and playgrounds as was said by (Kharel & Sakamoto JL et al 2022) their movement activity has an impact of overall health both mental and physical. 
As was said in (Lindon and brodie 1994 p128) and (Welsh government 2021) environments rich with learning opportunity’s, hands on experience both individually and as a group is important for early development, they need to be provided with a wide range of resources to aid curiosity and confidence and that became difficult during the covid pandemic.
Mythological considerations 
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As was said in (Naughton GM, Rolfe SA & Siraj-Blatchford 2010 p3-10) I research enables knowledge to be gained about subjects the world is needing to know more about.

As is also said in (Naughton GM, Rolfe SA & Siraj-Blatchford 2010 p3-10) things could happen along the way to surprise us, so we must remain open to adaptation at any point.
As is said in Mukherji P & Albon D (2018) and (Taherdoost H 2016) Deciding on a sample for the research being undertaken is important lots of variables must be considered for example how much time is available to complete the research including the time it will take to get to know the people that will be involved, this includes both children and adults their trust will need to be gained. As is said in (Oswald D, Sherratt F & Smith S 2014) as this will avoid what is known as the Hawthorn effect where the person you are observing or interviewing acts a certain way just because they are being observed, making the findings biased and unreliable. This is certainly applicable in this research as families and children were under stress during the covid 19 pandemic as is said in (Brown SM & Doom JR et al 2020) & (Humphreys K, Myint MT & Zeanah CH 2020) trust would be needed for them to feel they could share how they felt during this time and the impact it had on their family situation . As is said in (Gabrieli G and lee A et al 2021) the halo effect would be a consideration when initially getting to know staff, parents, and children.  Impressions and opinions can be made when first meeting someone. How a person is dressed, the way they speak and how they interact, especially with the children as is said in (Zebrowitz  L 2018) Children especially decide on trust by looking at someone's face and their expressions 
As we live in a multicultural society as is said in (Hickey TM & Mejia MD 2014) it is likely that some of the family's making up my sample will have English as a second language or speak little. there will be a lot to learn from these family's as was said in (Bialystok E AND Werker 2018) diverse cultures often look at things with a distinct perspective due to upbringing and cultural differences. As was said in (Welsh government 2018) and the (UNCRC 1989) Inclusion is important for these families. However, the language barrier will be a limitation at times, it will take time to explain questions and understand answers as a translator will not be available during the study.
The sampling used in this research as is said in (Mukherji P & Albon D 2018 p 28-29) will firstly be a type of non-probability method,  The parents of every child within the age groups will be asked to fill out a questionnaire, this will consist of various questions, one of which questions will ask if parents are divorced and if so, would they both like to be involved separately as is said in (Flouri E & Buchanan A 2004) Parents having an equal involvement in education if it is possible is a good thing, this is also agreed in (Sullivan MJ 2008) although this does depend on there being no reasons to believe the child would be in danger of further upset if this happened.
A Further question included did the Child Experience or Present a notable change to personality as is said in Gelir Iskender & Duzen N (2022) Many families found this happened
Another example of a question, are there any older siblings as this will enable comparison of behaviours at the same age, one during a pandemic and one not as is said Munn P & Dunn J (1989) Parents often compare the behaviour of siblings how quickly they reach milestones, how sociable they are however children are unique and many factors could influence how they react to a given situation or series of situations as is said in (Thijissen & Wildeboer A et al 2015) this was agreed in(Thijssen S & Luciana M 2018) Children within the same family environment can act differently to stress or family difficulty, it would be difficult to compare so this would be a limitation to the findings . 

The answers to the questionnaire and then the interview will provide both qualitive and quantitative answers as it shows in (Mac Naughton G, Rolfe SA & Blatchford S P127-177) (And Mukherji P & Albon D 2018 p100)
The quantitive data will be the answers to the questionnaire which will be yes, or no answers transferred into figures of how many children have siblings, how many families' wish to take part in the interview process, how many families noticed a change in behaviours within the family as is shown in (Rubilar J & Rubilar JV et al 2022) however as is said in (Dawson J 2017 P77)  Using a quantitive method has both positives and limitations, it is a quick and simple way of collecting the data so more people are likely to take part as is said in (Vicente P & Reis E 2010)
The qualitive data will be the answers and discussions during the interviews as is said in (Ruggiano N & Perry T 2019) The reliability of this type of interview and secondary qualitive data can be questioned there are limitations to how accurate it is as is also said in (Garside R 2013) the accuracy of this type of type of data is rarely agreed, it relies on memory and interpretation of events which can often change from person to person. However as said by (Tenny S & Brannan GD 2017) The insight into this research can give more Indepth and descriptive information than quantitive data can provide.

One of the Methods decided upon is an Interview, this is when a series of pre-planned open  questions are asked as is said in (Mukherji P & Albon D 2018 P237-243) however it is possible to make questions up depending on the direction the interview is going in or adapt a question as is said in (Adams W 2015 ) An interview should be conducted with a time in mind, this will be important as is said in (Adisa T & Aiyenitaju et al 2021) and (Power K 2020) Many more family's post pandemic have Mum also in work, increasing the amount they must do alongside running a home and family. So are more likely to participate. As is said in (Denzin N & Lincoln Y 2018 p 915) judgement is needed at the time of the interview, as to how long the person is willing to participate and how much information they want to share 
Also, it must be considered that some family's will be reluctant to go into too much detail of their experiences during covid as was said in (Sharma A & Borah B 2020) lots of family's saw an increase in stress and violence in the house also an increase in alcohol use within the
 home as said in (Jackson K & Merrill J 2021) and (Zhou X & Shein B 2021) Which said family's reaction of stress could impact how the child is able to cope with what was happening around them. However as is said in (Wijaya RPC, Bunga BNB & Kiling IY  2022) Some family's had a positive experience with parents taking time to find things to do to keep the children happy and occupied.
  Aswell as the family's, the staff at the nursey that the children attend will be asked if they would participate in an interview, this is because they will have valuable information to share on all the children as is said in (Colley H 2006) nursery nurses and trainee staff will be as if not more knowledgeable as the management staff, they will have been the ones with the children hands on  and seeing any changes. However, it must be remembered as is said in (Lopez- Bueno R & Lopez- Sanchez et al 2020) that the children's attachments with any of the staff could have been affected, as attendance would have been a lot lower on both parts due to the restrictions and close contact regulations this will as is said in (Page J 2017) have added stress uncertainty to their lives 
To make my results reliable I will use another method called mosaic approach this is asking the child to show their view of the world, situations are things going on in their lives as is said in (Clark A 2005) the process involves the children putting together evidence and reflecting on this as its put together in sections it resembles a mosaic as is said in (Lyndon H 2019) they are not the object of an study or observation in this approach they are doing it all themselves, they decide if they would like to draw a picture or paint a picture of use clay modelling,( as is said in Aubrey K and Riley A 2018 P132) Albert Bandura said people learn by looking at each other and doing !, mimicking each other . For the purpose of this study the children will be asked if they could remember something they missed doing during the covid pandemic. This however could be a limitation as often child block out things, they wish to forget as said in (Hordvik E 2019), another limitation could be a child mimicking another child as said in (lamme L and Thompson S 1994) so the work or pictures presented could be from the mind of another child. This method will complete triangulation; three types of method being applied to increase viability as said in (Cope D 2014) and (Mukherji P & Albon D 2018 P26). However, triangulation does not always make the finding more viable the methods also have to be fit for purpose as said in Mukherji P & (Albon D 2018 P26). 
 Some methods are not for purpose, for this study an observational study was not chosen as the time scale would not have been appropriate as said in (Mukherji Penny & Albon D 2018) Observations are carried out over periods of time, looking closely at the child's movements and interactions, however for this study there would have been limitations as said in (Atieno OP 2009) as specific interactions , feelings and opinions were needed to be found out from the child.
Ethical considerations.
There is a lot to consider when gaining consent to carry out this or any study, Firstly the researcher must gain the consent of the university or company that they will be doing the research for as is set out in (BERA 2018) to gain this consent they will need to set out how
 they plan to conduct the research as is said in (M Wilkinson 2009) an application for ethical approval will be submitted to show that the research will be of a benefit and show that no harm will come to the reputation of the company or university as is show in (UWTSD  2022). Most importantly it will have to be shown that no harm or upset will come to those involved in the research this is specified in both (BERA 2018) and (UWTSD 2022). To ensure it is carried out ethically all participants even the children must give consent and
accent as said in (Aubrey C and David T et al 200 p156) Especially when it involves children of such an early age who would be open to exploitation as is shown in (Leventhal JM 1982) and (Greig et al 2000 p168 ) Some study's do not follow protocol, and because it is research that is being done it is not ok to be unethical . However as is said in (Clark A, Kjorholt A and Moss 2005 p1-15) children are seen now to have a voice, to have lots of important things to talk about and show through different methods, they are valuable to research as is said in (Page J, Anne C  and Cathy Nutbrown 2013 )Gaining consent from the adults involved will be through consent forms, this way will ensure they will be able to refer to the information given as is said in (Wolffenden L and Kypri K et al 2009) being on hand to explain to the teaching staff the step-by-step procedures would also be an innovative idea, so if they are asked by the parents, they are informed, as is said in(Mukherji p & Albon D 2018 P 117) Research with children can be problematic this is a limitation of this study, so being informed to answer any questions is needed.  
Parents and staff at the nursery must be made aware that they are under no obligation to participate in the study, it will be written plainly on the consent form, and any conversation will first convey this fact as said in (Mukherji P & Albon D 2018 p110) and (Mac Naughton and Hughes P 2008 p 78-79) everyone involved should understand informed consent it is the responsibility of the researcher to ensure they do. The Researcher should always remember no harm or upset should ever come to anyone within the study as is clearly pointed out in (British Educational Research Association [BERA] 2018) the participants should always remain priority throughout, and if at any point they express the wish to stop proceeding this should be adhered to if it is an adult or a child.
As said previously it is a necessity to gain permission from the children that will be taking part, as they are not legally allowed to give permission under 16 years old, they are asked for assent as said in (Sibley A, Sheehan M and Pollard A 2011) and ( Alderson P 2005) it has been said that this isn't good practice as the children will not understand, however it is ethical to inform them what will be happening and ask if they will be comfortable and happy. Gaining consent and assent and the ability to retract this at any time is set out in (BERA 2018 P9)
Confidentiality is ethical consideration that should not be overlooked, it is said in (BERA 2018) and ( Taquette S and Souza L 2022) The ability to keep all information confidential will have been set out in the application for ethical approval. Any problems that do occur or can be foreseen during research would need to be addressed as said in (Vaswani K, Volos S et al 2022) Technology usually a passworded computer system would be used to keep data safe including Interviews and surveys. A limitation of this ethical consideration would be as is

 said in (Taquettes S and Souza L 2022) others within the study not keeping to the promise of confidentiality, in this instance it could be parents having discussions during pick up, realising that not everyone that filled in the questionnaire will have gone on to the interview or the mosaic approach due to time and the criteria for questions needing to be addressed. Also as is said in (Braybrook D and Mroz L et al 2017) couples not agreeing on taking part, as they do not agree with what is being disclosed can put their own confidentially in jeopardy.  Small community's often come across problems with confidentiality as is said in (Damianakis T and Woodford M 2012) Especially if data is made public after the process, as everyone within the community will be able to establish who the people involved are. This will not be problematic during this study as no results will be gained or released. Social Media is as is said in ( Lunnay B and Borlagdan J 2015) a facility that should be used carefully when research is concerned, the person intending to use it should be familiar with the chosen platform, the confidentiality tools available, and have the knowledge that when information is on their for all to see it cannot be changed . However as is said by (Lunnay B and Borlagdan J 2015) if correctly used technology could allow for things such as Interviews being completed online if the person involved wishes to protect their confidentiality further as they would not need to come into setting. And as is said in (Sturges J and Hanrahan K 2004) Over the phone interviews are also popular with people feeling they are more confidential however some feel more at ease with face-to-face contact as is said in (Loosveldt G 2012)
As is said in (Taquettes S and Souza L 2022) There are risks involved in Reasearch including the researcher and the university or company they are researching for it is important to do anything possible to avoid this as is said in Kopelman L (2004), (BERA 2018) and (UWTSD 2022).
Types of distress to participant 
Emotional distress - Stop if needed as is said in (BERA 2018) and (UWTSD 2022) and as there are children involved the (UNCRC  1989 Article 3) the best interests of the child should always be priority. Also, (UNCRC 1989 Article 8) children have the right to preserve their identity. Everyone should be reminded throughout the entire process as is said in (BERA 2018) and (UWTSD 2022) that they are able to change their mind at any point. And that everything is being done to keep any information confidential. If it is a child displaying signs of not wanting to participate, they are never made to carry on as said in (UNCRC 1989) article 12, the views and opinions of the child should be respected.
Health safety and safeguarding – All health and safety, safeguarding guidelines should be adhered to throughout for the safety of everyone involved as said in (BERA 2018) and (UWTSD 2022). If any interviews are to be conducted at the setting, permission should first be given by the nursery manager, and visitors books signed, children kept in a different area to ensure safeguarding procedures are followed (parker L 2012 P35) This will elevate any risk to the setting, the researcher, the reputation of the  university or place of work for which the research is being carried out under  and also the safety of the children. A risk to
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 the participant and the reputation of the university or place of work, would be the researcher being unprofessional giving advice to which they are not qualified or building friendships unethically as is said in (Houghton C and Casey D 2010)    

Data and information gathered during a research study must be stored in a way that complies with guidelines as is said in (BERA 2018) and (UWTSD 2022).  The way in which these were intended to be stored will have to be put forward when asking for permission to carry out the research.  During this research, the children's work will be on paper or models so this is a limitation to data protection, as others will be able to see the work.  However, as is said in (General Data Protection Regulation 2018) the questionnaires will all be online on password safe computers that nobody else will have access to.  The staff and parents involved in the research have the right to access their own participation at any time, and ask that it be deleted if they wish, this must be carried out on their request.  
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