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Author's Preface to the English Edition

Mev rrrs AUTHoR of this work, which first appeared in the
year 1913, be permitted to contribute to the English Edition
certain explanations that may prove of use to the reader,
both before and as he reads?

Under thellitlg "A Pure or Transcendental Phenomenol-
ogv," the wor& here .presented seeks to forrnd a new science
-though, indeed, the whole course of philosophical develop-
ment since Descartes has been preparing the way for it-a

Transcen-
siCrufy the outcome of any

sg {ar remained inaccessible. Transcendental experience in
iG-ifieorElfcal6d;iiFif 

-aGscriptivebearing,becbmesavail-

not founded as the empirical science of the empirical facts
of this field of experience. Whatever facts presents themselves
serve only as examples similar in their most general aspect to
the empirical illustrations used by mathematicians; much, in
fact, as the actual intuitable dispositions of numbers on the
abacus assist us, in their merely exemplary capacity, to grasp
with insight, and in their pure generality the series 2, 3, 4
. . . as such, pure numbers as such, and the propositions of
prue mathematics relative to these, the essential generalities
of a mathematical kind. Iq this bagk the_n we treat d m

own

able only through a f+dic3,l alteration of that seme disnensa-

called "ph"oqme '
In the work before us transcendental phenomenology is
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acteristically Dew has really been worked out here-worked
out, we say, and not constructed,, drawn from real, general
intuition of essential Being, and described accordingly.

acteristics. Thus no attempt is made to carry out systemati-
cally the transcendental knowledge that can be obtained

we have

scientific

,99!iu!y, is as far as it can be from carrying the conviction
with it that philosophy itself is entirely a science a priori. A
glance at the mathematical sciences, these great logical instru-
ments for corresponding sciences of fact, would already lead
use to anticipate the contrary. The science of fact in the
strict sense, the genuinely rational science of nature, has
first become possible through the independent elaboration of
a "pure" mathematics of nature. The science of pure possi-
bilities must everywhere precede the science of reai facts, and
give it the guidance of its concrete logic. So is it also in the
case of transcendental philosophy, even though the dignity of
the service rendered here by a system of the transcendental
a priori is far more exalted.
-. The understanding, or at any rate the sure grasp, of the
distinction between tartcendental phenomenology 

^and,,de-

scriptive," or, as it is often called uowadays, "phenomenologi-
cal p-sychology, is a problem that as a rule brings great
difficulties with it, which indeed are grounded in the very
nature of the case. It has led to misunderstandings,, to whicl
even thinkers who subscribe to the phenomenological line of
thought are subject. Some attempt to clarify the situation
should prove useful.

@ If, as is oiten oon", oeG-
uons ot ail sorts, which attach themselves purely and truly to
the data of intuition, are referred to as phenomenological,
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nlifosophy itself is an a priori science throughout. The tasStial
isd

can thc reim6'if wTo follows with inner sympathy the indica-luv uut!4_

tions profferred step by step, judge whethcr something char-

is restricted in this book to the

tra
For this constitutes in itself

self-contained infnitude of essential char-

which in this work bears the

of
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there here grows up, on the pure basis of inner intuition, of the

intuition oi the soul's own essence, a phenomenological -psy-
chology. A right form of method (on this point we shall have

something further to say) gives us in poiit of fact not onl- y

scanty, superficially classificatory descriptions, but a great self'

.uoootti"i sciencei the latter, however, properly speaking, only

*n"o, ^ it possible also here, onc first sets before oneself as

goal a science which deals not with the factual data of this
inner sphere of intuition, but with the essence, inquiring, that

i., uftti the--invariant, essentially characteristic structures of

a soul, of a'psychical life in general.
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logical reduction the transcendental Eqo is directlv sef up at the
focus. o[ rell..gxion. and rnade the theme of a fr"nscendentql
.degUpllon,We have thus a remarkable thoroughgoing paral-
lelism between a (properly elaborated) phenomJnJlogiiai psy-
chology and a transcendental phenomenology. to eadh 

"iO'.ti"or empirical determination on the one side there must cor-
respond a parallel feature on the other. And yet this whole
content as.psychology, considered from the natural standpoint
as a positive science, therefore, and related to the worid. as

of a "descriptive" or "phenomenological psychology" in par-
ticular, undellb$
rcadmg'or a pmosoDruc ltienomeno-

us ;-ialose$ ihe mGanr-ng
:-.*"-..,.,...,ffi

spread before us, is entirely non-philosophical,

basic philosophical
the transcendental

in the way of an understanding, since it must be felt at first as
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there lrere grows up' on the pure basis of inner intuition, of the
intuition of the soul's own essence, u pn"oo_Jiilgi"uf pry_
chology. A right form of method (;" til-;;;; we fral have
something further to say) gives us in pofit; fact not only
scanty, superficially classificatory descriptions, but a great self-
supporting science; the latter, however, properly speaiing, only
when, as is possible also here, one frst sCts 6forc oneielf as
goal a science which deals not with the factual data of rhis
-lnner sphere of intuition, but with the essence, inquiring, that
is, after the invariant, essentially characteristic structures of
a soul, of a psychical lile in general,
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reduction the tr

::.,r,:ll"i:.T,:1:ll,,",T.g,tr9-"in.,;; j;;,ilff;,:
;:"jT:,T,ljr"""Tl.^y,,i:::ia"r"aironi'tne;;r,ffi ffi .;""fr:
ff .:,,9T:ir::"'::.",:.,-gg:ro,.,uoo--r.rJi"ai"Jff ""?::lf Tj
:ff:S ^b^.-lT us, is e n tire ry ;.j""n l 

"rlp ff""li "the
ntal stand

the -ganqcendEil?rl

_If we now' .*---

of as
'iiili@sl
99-49.ejq!

,rs

the

Seinssini

e us; r[ loses the meanino_ ___*.--_*__-___o
lat exrsm rn an oblcctive
storlnaUon ot meaning

transcendental

ev!
th:
ryh
tial

conccrns
a s a

lcnomglg

lOmenO-
naturalt
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time that radical

vide a basis for positive science only, never for philosophy.
In the course of many years of brooding over these matters,

Author's Preface to the English Edition / ll

logical sense. It leads eventually to the point that I, who am
here reflecting upon myself, become conscious that under a
consistent and exclusive focusing of experience upon that
which is purely inward, upon what is "phenomenologically"

real

for mc at anv rate

to be a man with who lives in the world with
other men, lives the life of the world, and so forth. Continuing

:eq99n9es are fearlessly followed up (and this is not every-
body's business),

separable unity, am the "transcendental Ego"; the absolute
positing means that the world is no longer i.given" to me in
advance, its validity that of a simple existent, but that hence-
forth it is exclusively my Ego that is given (given from my new
standpoint), given purely as that which has being in its;U, in
itself experiences a world, confirms the same. and so forth.

Within this view of things there grows up, provided the con-

confessedly "takeD for granted" (the nature of such Being
never having been questloned). In the work here presented
(-$ 33 f.), the autbor selected-that way of approach, which
then appeared to him the most Jffective. It develops as a course
of self-reflexion taking place in the region of the pure psy-
chological intuition oflhi inner life, or, as we might also say,
as a "phenomenological" reflexion in the ordinary psycho-

confesses, from lack of completeness. Although it is in all real
essentials unassailable, it lacks what is certainly important
to the foundation of this Idealism, the proper considiration
of the problem of transcendental solipsismorbf transcendental
interzubjectivity, of the essential relationship of the objective
world, that is valid for me, to4l$gg*which arc valid for and
with me. The complcting deVelffients should have been
furnished in a Second Volume which the author had hoped
to be able to supply v€ry soon after the frst, as a sequel ihat
had been planned at the same timc with it.

accessible to me, Iposqgs-q.!4 mysglf -an essential-lg{iv4l4lity:
self-contained, ana noifrn-g *eiitoe!'inei fi E;lf;6 frfiGh-Ai

rt if

. In the ligbt of such self
and

;v;
open infinite field of pure phenomenological data and their in-

out in consciousbe thought out in conscious r-ef,ifrioi-, iEeylh'emselves belong
properly to the Beginning, as is possible, indeed, only within
the beginner as hJ refleJts upon- himself. For each of these
ways the point of departure is, of course, the natural un-
sophisticated standpoint of positive reality (Positivitiit) 'ilhich
the world of experience has as the basis of its being, and is

The
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The objections raised against this Idealism and its alleged
Solipsism seriously impeded the reception of the work, as
though its essential signfficance lay in any way in this sketch

the final decision in favour of transcendental Idealism, and
contented myself with making clear that trains of thought of
crucial philosophical significance with a trend that is towards
Idealism necessarily arise here, and must by all means be
thought out; so that to this end one needs in any case to make
swe of tbe ground of transcendcntal subjectivity.

I must not hesitate, however, to state quite explicitly that in
regard to transcendental-phenomenological Idealism, I have

this book, a path wi"ll be opened. Over against the thinking,
rich in presuppositions, which has as its premises the world,
science, and sundry understandings bearing on method, and

Y
t+Lsel4
phmomenologicat rdealism i, 

'";t-; .rpi"i"t -;iil#;il'#
thesis, atheory among others; that transceriJ""i"f phenomenol-
ogy, rather, as concrete seience, is, in itself, even when noword is spoken concerning Idearism, uoiu".rJiolarism workedout. as a science. And it proves it through its own meaningas fanscendental science in each of its special constitutivE

Author's Preface to the English Edition I lg

ulneof its philosophical import: wherea-s--thig w+s-ggq
a means devised in tbe interest of the problem of a

as having tbe existence of a and must therefore,

t alter-

nothing whatsoever to take back, that now qs ever I

ing of my exposition,

ggmpl,etEless oj mfe-eopitign. !ji11, .9ne not
what is the radical essential in-all philosophizing to which, in

l.T 
(r: subserve pere purposes of motivati"")-;;;J;;

raKen In accord with its phenomenological content, and in ac-cord with what from this point of jeparture forecasts with

io j":lly:_T:-:':itythetruT;L%?.?"#;ff[ffi iLfi :1ls suDJectlvety knowable. Moreover. transcendenrrl nho_

rooted in the scientific tradition as a whole,

pressly posited, and wlth a self-evidencg all
conceivable instances ol $U-CVi&ncS, and is contarned rm'
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domains. t w e
grert"l_A

And in the very first place let this be said: Our
ism does not the positive

quite
sideration, in the of the discussions in the text

ion of

I world

transcendental ex

i_"I,

thus within the interiub-

subjectivity as our absolute Being into thI focus of experience?
So long as it was only the psychological subjectivity that was
recognized, and one sought to poslt it as absoluie, and to
understand the world as its correlate, the result could only be
T,ilryd 

Idealism, a psychological Idealism_the very iype
whrch Jhe equally absurd realism has as its counterparl Now
by such as have won their way to the genuine transcendental
subjectivity it can assuredly be seen tha:t the great idealists of
the. eighteenth century, BerkeleJ and Hpryre 6n the one side,
lg-1b"ry_o" the.other, had, propEly sfr[ii!, already reached
beyond psychological subjeitivity in ine seile it bears within

in the reduction has reached

ng[.
menological reduction which first brings ihe trunr""tia-"oiur

the natural world. But since

could not
Ii11"L]ltdlieible the.constituting of what is frffi?;;;;:

any case, he who

icit the f

of this work one of great philosophical importance, that thc
continuance of experience in the future under such form of
universal agreement is a mere (although reasonable) presumlF
tion, and that accordingly the non-existence of tfie world
although, and whilst it is in point of fact the object of a
unanimous experience, always remains thinkable. The result

l-1:" 
giyi"C to.subjectivity meaniog and true being, the unfruit_rur and unphilosophical confict fought out on- the feld ofnature,remained in vogue for the timeJthat followed, and thereprevallect a perverse interpretation of the meaning which thegreat idealists had really intended, yet to be suie without mak_lng_rhat meaning scientif cally clear.

.^The_new publications wniln mc author began to issue in1929 (the first since the ldeen) *ift 
"""tilrjte 

far_reaching
:9:i:":, 

clarifications, and compfetions of what, for the
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iecfiY

constituted as

th9*I[9a!.{gg_glth_p_rygrld, the precise sense in which everyone
accepts it, and with undeniable right, as really existing (wir&-
lich seiende).Ihat_it exis*-given as it is as a universe out

speculating concerning a New Atlantis has
the tfackless wilcls of r new ^^h+i6anr ^^i
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There is still one point that calls for a remark. In the eyes of
thosg who sgt aside the Ahenomenologicnl redrrcfion as a ohilo-
,sophicallv irrelevant eccentxicitv (whereby. to be sureLthev
destrov the whole meanine of the reIk g4d of mv phe-
nomgnolow). and leave nothlng-remainine but an, q priafi
psvchologv. it-often happens that this residual psychology is
identifed as to its main import with Franz Brentano's psy-

Author's Preface to the English Edition / l7

in the case of natural science, and on similar lines of method.
And quite naturally so, since the pure psychical being or the
psychical life is regarded as a nature-resembling flow of events
in a quasi-space of consciousness. On grounds of principle, we
may say that it obyiously makes no difference whether we let
the psychic "data" be blown along in a collective whole
"atomistically," though in accordance with empirical laws, like
heaps of sand, or regard them as parts of wholes which by
necessity, whether empirical ot a pfiori, can alone operate as
such parts, and principally perhaps ryi1hin the whole of con-

chology of intentionality.
which the

as he that
version of the scholastic

ence. It is indeed "phenomenological" psychology if, as has
often happened at the present time, we are to give the title
"phenomenological" to every psychological inqurry conducted
purely within the framework of "inner experience," an4
grouping all such studies together, to speak further of a phe-
nomenoloeical4sJ.chologl(. For this latter discipline, quite
apart from its name, takes us back, naturally, to John I-ocke

One can then
say that

the name of

philosophy. Like his great predecessor, Berkeley, it is as a
psychologist that he is regarded and has exeGEtfEis influenco.
Thus, excluding all transcendental questions, it is this whole
"phenomenological" school which alone calls here for our con-
sideration. Characteristic of it and of its psychology is the
conception set forth in Lock"'s "white pa of the
pure soul as a complex or heap of temporally co-existing and
successive data, which run their cowse under rules partly their
own, partly psychophysical. It would thus be the function of
descriptive psychology to distinguish and classify the main
types of these "sensedata," data of the "inner sense," of inner
experience, and likewise the elementary basic forms of the
psychical complex; that of explanatory psychology to seek out
the rules of genetic formalions and transformations, much as

I'-urthermore, that one and the same intentional object as such,
from the viewpoint of descriptive psychology, is an ideal indi-
cator of a group of ways of being conscious that are proper to
it, whose system of typical differences tallies essentially with
the typical articulation of the intentional object. It does not
suffice to say that evcry consciousness is a consciousness-of on
the lines, perhaps, of Brentano's classification (to which I
cannot subscribe) into "presentations," "judgments,",.phe-
nomena of love and of hate": but one must ouestion the differ-

sciousness fettered as that is to a rigid form of wholeness. In
gther words. atomistic svchologv alike pr.tl.il'i?I

none the less we must

to pure description in the region of inner experi-

Jo
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m urge towards

in the conscious life

little. The task of a phenomenological "constitution" of ob-
iects referred to at the close of this book, in a transcendental
setting, it is true, fnds its place here, only that now it is con-
ceived as projected back upon the natural psychological
standpoint.

Unfortunateln the necessary stressing of the difference be-
tween transcendental and psychological subjectivity, the re-
peated declaration that transcendental phenomenology is not in
any sense psychology, not even phenomenological psychology
has had this effect upon the majority of professional psychol-
ogists (who are wont to be very frugal, moreover, in all that
concerns philosophy), that they failed to notice at all the radi:

my utterances as an intimation that as
psychologists they were not concerned in any way with phe-
nomenology, or with any part of it. Even the few who noticed
here that it was very relevant to psychology, and sought to
make it accessible, have not grasped the whole meaning and

reform made its first entry as the concealed implication of a
transcendental reform. For only a comDulsion rounded on the

stand to

orientat

not include psychological reform among its themes, although
it should not be wholly lacking in indications bearing on a

psychology has a quite different meaning from that of the
traditions of the school of Lg@or of that of BS$eegA
von Meinong also, although, in writings that appeared subse-
+ - - = ' - ' .quenTfy-i6@ Logical Srudies, his teaching comes here and
there into touch with my own, is in no way to be regarded
here as an exception:

which he can at all times

no reason other th-an the follow-
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u
There can then be no unclear.

Author's Preface to the English Edition / 2l

certainty that he should thus call himself a beginner' He could

"i-.tt 
ilop., *.t" Methwelah's sPan of days allotted him' to

be still aUte to become a philosopber' He has always been able

io iotfo* up the problems that issue from the Beginning' and.

primarify fiom wlat is first for a descriptive phenomenology''

lne U"gl""ing of the beginning, and to.develop it concretely in

o f a

essent
disclosed them-

. T h e a
paradoxes. The entire absence of this procedure, the over-
looking of the immense difficulties attaching to a correct be-
ginning, or the covering up of the same through the haste to
have done with them, had this for its consequence, that Wg

laid bare. That these reflexions become more and more inter-
woven as thought advances, and lead eventually to a whole
science, to a science of Beginnings, a "first" philosophy; that
all philosophical disciplines, the very foundations of all sci-
ences whatsoever, spring from its matrix-all this must needs

gressed. If he has been obliged, on practical grounds, to lower
the ideal of the philosopher to that of a downright beginner,
he has at least in his old age reached for himself the complete

whether it has not some ground in the fragments laid beforc
him as phenomenology in its beginnings. Gladly would he hope

that those who come after will take up these first ventures,

carry them steadily forward, yes, and imp1gv,e also their great

defiiiencies, defects of incompleteness which cannot indeed

be avoided in the beginnings of scientific work.

the exact sciences, or to experimental or physiological psychol-
og:y, or to a constantly improved logic and mathematics, and so
fJrtL, and therein find premises for his philosophy, cannot
have much susceptibility for the contents of this book' He is
unable to bring t6 his reading an intensive interest, nor can he

hold that the time and eftort have been well spent which the
sympathetic understanding of such a way of beginning de-
mu.rd.. Only he who is himself striving to reach a beginning
will herein behave otherwise, since he must say to himself:
tua res agitur.

too must itself be frst clarffied tbrough corresponding rc-
flexions, and the absolutely bjnding quality of its requirements

have remained implicit since

The true philosophical beginning must have been
trievably lost in beginning with presuppositions of a posi-

alone makes

ve become increasingly self-evident as his work pro-

He who believes that he can aPPeaI
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Those who are interested in the author's continued work
and progtess since 1913 may be referred to the recently pub-
lished writing entitled "Formale_uldllranszendentale Logik,
V-eruQb-_9i!ei rritx o"r
'----;--;-;_--.--_#buch f. Phiinomenologie und phiinomenologische Forschung,
Bd. X, 1929). Also to his Cortesianischen Meditationen, an
extended elaboration of the four lectures which he had thc
pleasure of gving first in the spring of 1922 at the University
of London, and in this last year in an essentially maturer form
at the Sorbonne in Paris. They furnish once again, though

edition should be appearing, published by Niemeyer of Halle

;86ffi; 
" 

'tigorous qr9-0t ," and aims at a rad
ar 1900'

whGFsaw-iEe-Trst edition of Husserl's Logical Studies, tne
Author has been known as a profound and penetrating logical
thinl<er, but in these same Studies, more particularly in the
Second Edition (1913-1921), we have not only logic' butl$

Tronslqtor's Prefoce

and the

del!+l slFndooinl Erds its mqtiye. Ai the same time a series of
publications is being started tn my lahrbuch: ttLe concretc
phenomenological studies which I have drafted as the years
went by, to clear up my own mind, and for the safeguarding
of the structure of phenomenology.

In conclusion, let me thank my own honoured friend, pre
fessor W. R. Boyce Gibson, for the disinterested labour in-
volved in this translation. It fills me with some hope when so
thorough and so earnest a thinker takes so great an interest in
my eftorts to furnish philosophy with a scientific beginning
as to take upon himself the translating of this extensivJ work,
the language of which is so difrcult, even for Germans,

lems, such as those of Intersubjectivity, the Pure Ego, and the
relation of phenomenology to Metaphysics being reserved for
later treatment. It is, as expressly stated on the front page of
the third impression of the Ideen (Hatle, Max Niemeyer,
1928), the "First Book," and, as such, bears tbe title Allge'
meine Einliihrung in die reine Phiinomenologie, or General
Introduction to Pure Phenomenology-the title adopted for
this English version.

The translation from the German covers the Author's Pref-
ace. the Text of ttle ldeen, and the Index. It has had its diffi-
culties, and the sincerest effort has been made to straighten
these out, and present a faithful rendering-in somewhat modi-
fied style, maybe-of the terse and compact original. I have
had important help towards the elucidating of the meaning
of the text from Professor Husserl himself, for whose generous
kindness to me during my stay in Freiburg in 1928 I cannot be

r Edited by E. Husserl. Freiburg-i-B. Published by Max Nie-
meyer, Halle, a.d.S.

23

@t of thephenomenological move-

irent now so active in Germany, and iS-!!g.-!l$!{.@

n a s a n


