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DISCUSSION

Eagleton, Terry. 'Versions of Culture.'
Chap. 1 In The Idea of Culture, 1-31.
Oxford: Blackwell, 2000.



l Who is Terry Eagleton?
l When was the chapter written/published? 

What does this tell you? 
l Who is the paper aimed at? How do you know?
l Where is it set?
l What is the purpose of the chapter?
l How has Eagleton structured the chapter?
l What evidence is he using to support the argument he is making?
l Having read the chapter, what do you now know about culture 

that you did not know before?

CONTEXT: 
Aims, Audience, Structure



CONTEXT: 
Aims, Audience, Structure

Born 22 February, 1943. This makes him 78 
years old in 2021. He grew up in a working 
class Irish Catholic family in Salford, in the 
north-west of Lancashire.

He is a British literary theorist, critic, and 
public intellectual. His thinking is 
influenced by Marxism and by Christian 
faith.

He is currently Distinguished Professor of 
English Literature at Lancaster University.Published in 2000 (when he was 57 years old) 

when he was the Thomas Warton Professor of 
English Literature at the University of Oxford 
(1992-2001). 

l Who is Terry Eagleton?
l When was the chapter written/published? 

What does this tell you? 

Eagleton, Terry. 'Versions of Culture.'
Chap. 1 In The Idea of Culture, 1-31.
Oxford: Blackwell, 2000.



l Who is the paper aimed at? How do you know?
l Where is it set?
l What is the purpose of the chapter?
l How has Eagleton structured the chapter?
l What evidence is he using to support the 
argument he is making?
l Having read the chapter, what do you now know 
about culture that you did not know before?



l Introduces the topic with a definition of the word 
‘Culture’ and its etymology. 

Why does he do this?

Structure of the article



l Discusses key 
philosophical issues:

How does he build on 
his initial definition of 
the word ‘culture’?



l Draws a 
conclusion to the 
chapter.

Eagleton’s definiton



l Draws a 
conclusion to the 
chapter.

Raymond Williams was Eagleton’s 
supervisor at Cambridge.



l Introduces the topic with a definition of the word 
‘Culture’ and its etymology. 

Why does he do this?

l Discusses key philosophical issues:
How does he build on his initial definition 
of the word ‘culture’?

l Draws a conclusion to the chapter.

ASK QUESTIONS:
l (page 23): What does he mean by ‘Culture is not some vague fantasy 

of  fulfilment, but a set of potentials bred by history and 
subversively at work within it’? 

l (page 26): What does he mean by ‘the anthropological meaning of 
culture’?

Structure of the article





Next week

PLATO’S TIMAEUS: 27-44
We will be focusing on Timaeus' discussion on how the origin of the cosmos, 
particularly on how the World Soul was created.

You can access the LOEB edition through the UWTSD online library:
https://www-loebclassics-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/platophilosopher_
timaeus/1929/pb_LCL234.17.xml?rskey=8Y1f1b&result=1

OR there are two good versions if you wish to buy this:

• Plato, Timaeus, trans. R.G.Bury, Cambridge Mass., London: Harvard 
University Press, 1931.

• Plato. Complete Works. Edited by John Cooper, M. Indiana: Hackett 
Publishing Co. Inc., 1997.


