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Introduction
Global warming is an ever-growing concern that the world is being faced with. Most of the issues regarding global warming are from damage to the ozone layer caused by harmful greenhouse gasses that are being polluted into the atmosphere. The temperature rise of the earth will lead to sea levels to rise which in reality could see many low-lying areas such as Venice to vanish. Many other growing concerns that future generations will be left with, or more to the point what they won’t be left with. It should become even more of a priority than it currently is with most of the damage being done by the human population and our actions and the impact we are having by not being sustainable.
Methodology
I will conduct research using data sourced from online websites and textbooks retrieved from the library in order to gain knowledge on the underlying causes of global warming and any regulations that are in place. I will also study how our attitudes towards global warming can make an impact. 
I will conduct a questionnaire asking members of the public their opinion on global warming and what they think they do that either contributes towards global warming or what they do that helps. These questions will be open questions and closed questions to gain as much detail as possible. 
A sample of questions within my questionnaire will include;
· Do you consider yourself to have a low carbon footprint? 
· Can you see yourself switching to electric powered vehicles in the next 5 years?
· Does your home have any type of solar panels fitted?
· What do you do, if anything, in your day to day life that lowers your carbon footprint? Please state. 
Literature Review
The questions we can ask are, what more can we do to reduce global warming? and what if what we do isn’t enough?
The standard definition for global warming is;
Global warming is the observed and projected increases in the average temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere and oceans. (Time for Change, 2007)
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This graph shows the clear rise in temperature with both annual average and five year average to be rising up to the year 2000 and we know that it has continued to rise giving us some of the highest temperatures recorded from 2015 to 2017. 
 (Time for Change, 2007)

The Climate Change Act 2008 which can be found at (https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents) is very heavily worded however there has been a target set for 2050 which states that the Secretary of State is to ensure that the UK carbon account for the year 2050 is at least 80% lower than the 1990 baseline. “The ‘1990 baseline’ means the aggregate amount of net UK emissions of carbon dioxide for that year and the net UK emissions of each of the other targeting greenhouse gases for the year that is the base year for that gas.” (Legislation.gov.uk, n.d.)
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This image shows that between 60% and 80% of adults across every state in America believe that global warming in happening with a national average of 69% of people of believe. (Marlon, Howe, Mildenberger, & Leiserowitz, 2016)
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					(Marlon, Howe, Mildenberger, & Leiserowitz, 2016)
From these results we can see that almost every question asked is generating a result of over 50%. This shows us that people within the US re very aware of global warming and the effects of what is has on us as people. 56% of people answered ‘Yes’ to the question ‘Global Warming will harm people in the US’ however only 38% of people answered ‘Yes’ to the question “Global warming will harm me personally”. If people believe that global warming is harming people, then why do they believe that it is not going to harm the personally. This is one of the underlying problems the world faces as people know that global warming is happening however turn a blind eye to the problems as they believe that it is not going to affect them. 
Facts and figures
According to Conservational International, the effects of man-made climate change are already becoming apparent. There is already so much happening and being done about climate change throughout the whole world and it is vital that everyone across the planet takes part in changes in order to confront climate change which is inevitable threatening our planet. (Conservation International, 2017)
Climate change means that the atmosphere in our planet is getting hotter along with the oceans becoming warmer and as a result much more acidic. This is caused by CO2 emissions and they are continuing to rise despite many people trying to help, however, this clearly isn’t enough. Since the 1950’s, human activities have led to a rise in virtually all temperatures in comparison to natural forces, thus resulting in the growing concern of climate change. The impacts of global warming result in sea levels rising and continuing to do so at an increasing pace, glaciers are melting along with ice sheets thinning. Heat waves are said to occur more often and last longer which sounds ideal to someone who may have no knowledge or concern regarding global warming because little do they know that this is slowly ruining our planet. (Fischetti, 2014) It is not only the sea or rising temperatures that global warming and climate change is taking its toll on but also many species are vanishing at a very alarming and increasing rate because most plants, smaller mammals and ocean organisms cannot adapt fast enough to keep up with these changes. If people are not concerned about what global warming is doing to their planet and their surroundings then maybe they will only start caring when it starts affecting them, which is will as it is said that human health problems will get worse however the risks are much greater to poorer people. (Fischetti, 2014)
As of 2016, the concentration of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere is at the highest it has been in the last 3 million years and 2016 was said to be the warmest year on record. 11% of our global greenhouse gas emissions that are caused by humans are said to be blamed on deforestation. (Conservation International, 2017) 
Although many groups are working towards bettering this it is clear that a lot more needs to be done in order to reduce the number of trees that are cut down and not replaced. 
It is not just nature that climate change is affecting, it is also greatly affecting us. So why can’t we do more to help? According to literature it is said that 800 million people are currently vulnerable to climate change impacts such as droughts, floors, heat waves and extreme weather events. 
Among the human activities that are said to contribute towards global warming the construction industries are held responsible as well. The operation and construction of buildings emitting CO2 can be very high as a lot of energy is required in building, mainly including the heating and cooling. In the US, 30% of CO2 emissions is caused by the build environment. (Parsa & Farshchi, 1996) 
These days, all construction industries should ensure that buildings are designed and constructed to achieve low carbon emissions and to be energy efficient and if tests are not passed then construction will be delayed or unable to take place. 
What we can do to help?
In order to achieve the 2050 target, set out by the Climate Change Act, there are actions people can take in their day to day lives in order to minimise their carbon footprint to help towards climate change. 
Solar panels 
The buildup of solar panels consists of photovoltaic (PV) cells that direct the sunlight and transform that sunlight into electricity that can be used in your electricity supply at home or sold back to the national grid for them to use or sell on. Another type of solar panel is thermal panels, but these are only used to heat water so in a home you would need both types although you would need much less for just the hot water supply due to the minimal usage. 
They also do not need direct sunlight they do work in cloudy or overcast weather they just don’t work to their full capacity like it would with direct sunlight, the weather can make the solar panels diminish generating their full potential by about 50% compared to direct contact from sunlight.
The costs of solar renewable energies have depreciated a considerable amount in the past few years and is becoming cost competitive with other nonrenewable energies, solar projects are becoming much more popular across the world for many of these reasons and with the price of them dropping it is being extremely popular as it is an alternative use of renewable energy rather than using more expensive fossil fuels in most homes. Councils and planning organizations are backing the need for environmentally friendly energy with many new builds requiring at minimum solar panels to heat the hot water system. Solar energy is believed to become as cheap as coal in following years which will make a diminished response for the need to use these types of fossil fuels.
It is an extremely environmentally friendly way of producing electricity and has a very small carbon imprint as once they are made minimal maintenance is needed, the fossil fuels needed to make these panels is minimal compared to the amount of fossil fuels that are saved from having them in use. (uSwitch, 2018)
Electric Vehicles
Electric vehicles are becoming an ever-growing solution to cut down the carbon emissions that are produced on our roads that are a massive factor contributing to global warming. Many people are switching to them for many different reasons. They offer a new innovate design and extremely low carbon footprint by producing no carbon emissions. The free road tax and free charging stations that are being put up to encourage the use of electric cars. The emissions are far less than what is saved on the roads compared to the average day petrol/diesel vehicle. (The Climate Reality Project, 2016) 
The price of buying these electric cars is high, and with them not being around long enough for people to buy them second hand at a lower cost they have not been as popular today as they will be in years to come. Although Teslar have really pushed on in the electric car industry, creating faster and more appealing electric cars, but also have now released its cheapest electric car which will really help the electric car industry grow.
Teslar have now also produced the first ever electric powered lorry which can cover around 500 miles on one single charge, this really is a step to help lower/slow down global warming. Even though personally doing our bit by changing to electric cars will help the highest amount of pollution on our roads is that by heavy machinery and lorries. If it was made compulsory by governments to use electric lorries instead of the heavy polluting diesel ones it really would make a difference to the carbon footprint that vehicles have on the earth.  
Evaluation
In evaluation, from the findings and figures it is clear that global warming and climate change is impacting our lives and will have an impact on the future generations if temperatures continue to rise as they are now. The questionnaire allows me to gain knowledge of peoples lives regarding their carbon footprint giving an insight to what the average person does to minimise or contribute towards climate change. This research topic is vital in order to change the perception of people towards climate change within the 21st century in order to have a better future and a better planet for the future generations to come. It is fact that temperatures are rising, and some people are oblivious to this matter and do not realise the impact it is having or the impacts they can have on it. By making more people aware of climate change and global warming, we together can help stop this happening. 
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