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[bookmark: _30j0zll]Introduction
This report is a reflective feedback summary of learning experience I gained during the module of Academic and Employability skills. It reflects and analyses how I obtained research methods, academic writings and scholarly referencing skills during the module that fostered my educational and employability abilities. 
Gibbs Model has been used in this reflection which consists of six stages as shown in Figure 1. This educational paper will show the perspectives I have worked on throughout this academic year, educational work in cooperation with my colleagues as well as my personal learning and development, and how I have evolved my employability abilities.
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Being prepared for a profession involves three main abilities, including key academic skills and the ability to adapt these skills to real-life circumstances (Mitchell, 2011). The first ability is to operate in a job environment and perform daily duties, the second is the employability abilities such as accountability and critical thinking, which perform a key part in the professional dimension; and lastly job-specific technical abilities to create a separate professional route (Hajdarpasic, et al., 2015). Several surveys see such abilities as essential in allowing learners to enter a credible professional route that offers possibilities for professional development and family-friendly work life balance. 
Academic skills require ideas that allow learners to furnish abilities that prepare them for their career. They allow students for education and jobs at post-secondary and post-college levels. To thrive in the contemporary financial and workforce setting, every pupil needs basic academic knowledge (McKeever, 2014). Academic skills allow learners without remediation to experience increased education and learning. Employability abilities, however, enable learners in the framework of job and career development to use their education. Employers often use extensive verbal communication in complicated technical records, correspondence, memos and suggestions; hence the need to be properly prepared to academically create, evaluate and implement such products is essential (Willison, 2012).
[bookmark: _1fob9te]Description
The course of Academic and Employability skills has been considerably helpful for me in enhancing my skills such as academic writing skills, research skills, referencing skills, presentation skills, and critical thinking skills. In the beginning of the module, I carried out my SWOT analysis in order to identify my strengths, weaknesses, threats, and opportunities. I found out that my strengths include quick learning skills, confidence, and time management. Whereas my weaknesses included weak academic writing skills, ineffective research skills, and weak presentation skills. I also used VARK questionnaire in order to identify what type of learner I am. VARK questionnaire is considered to be an important tool used to assess the learning preference of an individual (Hajdarpasic, et al., 2015). My score of VARK assessment can be seen in Figure 2. The score determined that I prefer auditory learning style. 
Subsequently.  I develop a personal development plan for myself in order to improve my skills in the beginning of the module. The experiences gained during the module helped me in achieving the objective. The lectures and material recommended during the module has helped me understand the essentials for writing skills. The component 1 of the module has also helped me polishing my research skills and I gained substantial amount of knowledge pertaining to different techniques and strategies used to collect, analyse, and evaluate data. I learned about qualitative and quantitative research. In addition, got enlightened about the basics of sampling criteria. Before initiation of this module, I was not well aware of the application of primary and secondary research but the experience and tasks during this module helped me gaining comprehensive knowledge and understanding about all these concepts deemed important for effective research skills. 
[image: ]
Figure 2: Score of my VARK Questionnaire test
In the beginning of the module I discovered that the courses would be split into lessons and seminars, an outline of the topic would be provided in the lesson, while the topic would be put forward for debate in a seminar after further development at home with personal research, giving a deeper understanding of what was taught in the classroom. Since that time, the ability to adjust to the distinct educational setting was my primary concern. I took any additional course accessible to modify readily, including academic skills and courses on academic writing. These courses allowed me to feel more comfortable and crucial to knowing how the academic year was fully experienced. 
For preparation of assignments and tests, time management and planning are essential. A bunch of research was engaged in my first task. The knowledge gained in that assisted me with in other assignments and for my extracurricular activities as well which needed research work. Another significant element I discovered was paraphrasing during the class. By exercising and practicing on the instances, I studied significant paraphrasing measures. Most significantly, in academic writing, I researched the function of reference. The lecturer, in particular, taught us Harvard methods of referencing, using the Harvard referencing manual for 2018 and several drills and exercises for practice.
The teacher brought us to basic research abilities. I realised the significance of scholarly studies, a six-stage research writing method, and distinctions between primary and secondary sources. I discovered how to pick a specific topic that can be regulated by research and how to create a successful topic of interest. The lecturer taught us reflective writing by bringing us to his ideas, how to write a conceptual document, how to apply the reflective practice of the Gibbs model and how to use the constructive model of time management through EisenHower Method and Pareto's Principle.
I uncovered the correct way to write reports and distinguish the main similarities and distinctions between an essay and dissertation in a research preparation practice. I acquired more abilities in concluding the report either through paraphrasing or summing up a reference. We researched how to create and present a PowerPoint illustration and the methods to improve our public speaking abilities towards the end of the first semester. I studied the most efficient methods to implement PowerPoint, how to promote my lectures, the function of body language, and the items individuals or spectators need to know. 
In addition, during this module, I learned to compose my curriculum vitae (CV) in the second half of the semester. The lecturer told us significant stuff to remember when creating a curriculum vitae. I found, for example, that a one-page CV gives a nice impression to employers because it's at point and succinct. I also discovered the best terminology to use for an appointment with my interviewer for job and the basics to be effective in an interview. I have discovered how role-playing improves the likelihood of going through a successful interview.
[bookmark: _3znysh7]Feeling
My emotions were fragmented during the module. I found that learning was both stressful and significant, especially in academic writing. In the beginning I was confused as my writing skills and research skills worried me a lot. I was apprehensive that my score for this module could be affected because of my weak writing and research skills. The lectures and course material helped me to regain my confidence as the material was easy to understand and interestingly prepared. I immersed myself in the recommended readings in order to eliminate my weakness.
I found that several measures and methods could be applied to scholarly teaching by a student. Because of this, I undertook a thorough survey of multiple methods and phases of academic writing to develop an academic paper. Then again, I understood it was simple for people to be mistaken about composing an outstanding academic paper especially when they lack ideas into applying multiple skills of writing and features for language discourse.
In the meantime, referencing appeared to be quite difficult, I discovered it served a significant part in academic writing validation; for example, how a researcher borrows and utilises other authors ' writings. I discovered that failing to using other writers ' works correctly contributes to plagiarism. 
[bookmark: _2et92p0]Evaluation
I believe that the module has provided me an opportunity to improve on my personal development skills. I tried to perform well in my research assignment and spent a lot of time in researching and reading books which provided a base for bringing improvement in my academic skills. I applied my learning in the tasks and thus my confidence on me increased considerably as a result. I have often battled in the past to create a study subject, narrow it down and concentrate on a particular study issue. However, the course material made it easy for me to create a research question, recognise the appropriate references and submit them to my paper. Since I've discovered how to create bodily paragraphs and phrase provisions, I'm now excited about academic writing.
I am still uneasy with quoting despite these improvements. The class concentrated primarily on the referencing style of Harvard. Since there are many other citation types, such as MLA, Chicago, and APA, among others, I have a misunderstanding about what text style to request for a specific article. Sometimes I experience difficulties in understanding other academics ' data. This therefore poses the challenge of correctly summarizing or paraphrasing the writings. 
Overall, I believe that my knowledge and learning has been well projected, but I can definitely recognise elements where enhancement is needed, so I tend to write an academic report. I have also identified that there is strong proof in focusing on the knowledge that my capacity to organise and schedule the interview procedures needed to improve more. As well as the writing skills of referencing need more practice.


[bookmark: _tyjcwt]Analysis
SWOT Analysis
	Strengths 
· Confident 
· Quick Learner 
· Time management Skills 
	Weaknesses 
· Academic writing skills 
· Research skills 
· Referencing skills 


	Opportunities 
· I can score higher by improving my academic writing skills. 
	Threats 
· My weak research skills can affect my overall academic career and professional career. 


Figure 3: SWOT Analysis

[bookmark: _GoBack]By the ending of the module, I discovered that my academics and employability abilities were developed and enhanced. The research effort may seem complicated, needing the author to brainstorm, examine the references and appropriate data, produce descriptions, draft and print. I have a stronger knowledge of the method because of this class and I can compose a design in real life writing endeavours. I have created efficient techniques for efficiently examining and determining the allocation and investigating the sources and appropriate data. The objective is to guarantee that the essay connects to the chosen references and provides transparent validation and triggers for the findings. My typing pace and abilities have also enhanced with the lesson on time management. I have now chosen to operate in an appropriate teaching environment and prevent procrastination. In composing an academic paper, the presentation on grammar, language, and designs also assisted me improve my ability to adhere to the normal framework. 
[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Conclusion
I've enhanced my time management abilities. And I can create and implement my regular tasks growth strategy. Since I discovered not to procrastinate operations, I became time-efficient, observant and result-oriented. Now I am academically fitted not only to compose but also to assess papers, initiatives and articles and to use them. As a pupil, even those I will encounter in my life, I can efficiently relate academic skills to actual circumstances. Skills and abilities acquired in critical, thoughtful, and analytical thinking will assist me adjust to problems, address issues, and interact efficiently and using the evidence-based practice and research creatively. I think I got the right academic writing abilities after this class. I can read an excellent academic paper, research project, article or CV with improved grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, sentence development, bodily paragraphs and quote. In fact, this module helped me to obtain abilities in education and jobs.
[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]Action Plan
A particular range of skills is required for both in writings and working lives. The way I use time in academic writing has an enormous impact not only on the performance of the job I do, but also on my potential outcomes. My potential productivity will be determined by effective time management.
I've enhanced my competencies in academic writing and time management. Using proper grammar and vocabulary, I can create an essay of distinctive concepts. I do not use quoting. Therefore, the need to know about other mentioning techniques such as Chicago, MLA and APA. To achieve this, I'm going to: Using different quoting techniques, I will exercise many activities to improve and also acquire knowledge about the other referencing styles such as Chicago, MLA, and APA.
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| want 1o save more money and to decide between a range of options. | would:

use graphs showing dfferent optons for diferent tme periods.
fead a pint brochure tha descrbes the options in detal

 alk with an expert aboutthe options.
consider examples of each option using my financial information.

1 want 1o learm how o take beftr photos. | would:
 use diagrams showig the camera and what each part does.
use the witen nStructons about what 10 do.
sk questions and talk about the camera and is features.
use examples of good and poor photos showing how to improve them.

I have a problem with my heart. | iould preer hat the doctor:

Showed me a dagram of what was wong.

 used a plastic model 0 show me what was wrong.
gave me something 0 read 10 explain what was wrong.
described what was wiong.

I want 1o leam to do something new on 2 computer. | woul:

 read the witen nSITCEonS that came Wit he program.
‘talkwith people who know about the program.
start using it and lea by il and error
follow the diagrams in 2 book.

Iwanttoleam about 2 new project | would ask for:

‘awriten report describing the mainfeatures ofthe poject.
iaggams 10 show the project stages with charts of benefs and costs.
 an opportunity o discuss the project.
‘examples wiere the prject has been used successfully

When learing from the Interet  ike:

teresting witen descriptions, ists and explanatons.
@ audio channes where | can listen 1o podcasts of interviews.
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) written instructions that came with the pans for the table.
auvice from someone who has done f before.
diagrams showing each stage ofthe assembly.
Watching a video of a person assembing a similar table

Iwanttofind out more about  tour that 1 2m going on. | would:

ook atdetals about the ighiights and activties on the tour.
 read about the tour on the finerary.

use amap and see where the places are.

‘talkwith the person who planned the tou or cthers who are going on the tour.

‘When choosing a career o area of study, these are importart for me:

‘Applying my knowledge inreal siuatons.
 Communicating with others thiough discussion.

Working with esigns, maps of charts.

Using words well inwriten communicatons.

| prefer a presenter or ateacher who uses:

diagrams, charts, maps or graphs.
handouts, books, o readings.
emonstations, models or pactical sessions.

 question and answer, talk, group discussion, or guest spealers.

‘When | am leaming I

lie o talk things through

 read books, artcles and handouts.
see patems i things.
use examples and appiicatons.
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‘Your scores were:

Visual 4
Aural 5
Read/Wiite 4
Kinesthetic 4




image3.png
Ihave finished a competiion or test and | would like some feedback. | would like to have
feedback:

using examples from what | have dore.
 using graphs showing what | achieved

using 2 writen description of my resus.

from somebody who talks it trough with me.

Ineed tofind the way 1o @ shop tha afiend has recommende. | woulg:

askmyfiend to ell me the diectons.

 fnd out where the shop s in relaton to somewhere | know.
useamap.
Wit down the streetdirectons | need 10 femember.

Iwanttofind out about a house or an apartment. Before visting it | would want:
1o view a video of the propery.

adiscussion with the owne.

 printed descripton of e rooms and features.

‘2plan showing the rooms and 2 map ofthe area.

A website has a video showing how 0 make a special graph orchart. There s a person
speaking, some lsts and words descriving whatto 6o and some diagrams. | would leam most
from:
reading the words.
« seeing he diagrams.
‘watching the acions.
listening.

I wanttolearm how to play a new board game or card game. | woul:
fead the instructions.

 watch others play the game before ining n
fisten'o somebody explaining it and ask questons.
use the diagrams that explain the various stages, moves and strategles I the game.




