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Content

TASKS: 
 
 
Part 1: (Approximately 1000 words)
 
‘The benefits of hosting the commonwealth games in Birmingham 2022 justified the money invested to deliver the event.’
 
Critically evaluate the above statement by drawing on appropriate case studies, academic literature and government publications to form a discussion on the benefits of hosting this large sporting event.     
 
(50% weighting)
 
 
Part 2: (Approximately 1000 words)
 
Using a situational (SWOT) analysis, discuss if the city of Swansea could be a suitable host venue for major sporting events.(800 words)  
 
Based on your findings identify a suitable sports event that Swansea could feasibly host and clarify the event’s concept and objectives. (200 words)
 
 
Both parts should be underpinned with appropriate references to academic literature to validate your analysis and choice of event. References are those sources directly cited in the text.  






Part 1 - 

Hosting the Commonweath Games in Birmingham had many positive impacts on the UK as stated by GOV.UK. (2024) the games brought economic growth, created new infrastructures and new jobs for the West Midlands. The games were held from 28 July to 8 August 2022, with 6600 athletes in attendance across 72 nations. The multi sporting event broke records for the most tickets sold in a Commonweath games with over 1.5 million, the most since London 2012 (Gov.uk 2024). The Commonweath games 2022 approximately £1.2 billion to the UK economy and £79.5 million in social value (Commonwealth Games 2024). From the statists it is evident that that would benefit the UK economy massively as Gov.uk (2024) state the report illustrated important evidence that the UK economy benefits massively from major sporting events. Chris Jenkins (Commonweath Games Federation president) states “Birmingham 2022 was specular; it captivated 1.5 million attending fans and a TV audience of 834.9 million views” with these statics you can determine that the games were a success. Sports England (2024) stated the games improve people's outlook on sport and physical activity with the focus being on groups that are not represented and people with sedentary lifestyles. Their ‘Uniting the movement’ initiative corresponded with the game's goals. The programs' role is to improve the mental and the physical health of people over the UK after COVID 19. This led to them investing £35 million that was combined from national lottery and government money as their goals aligned. Sports England (2024) demonstrated that after the games they had devised a £5.5 million partnership for 10 years with the combined authority of West Midlands, with the plan for more accessibility for local communities to Wales, run, cycle. Many benefits have come from the games; However, from reports people suggest that the games being hosted in England were a ‘mistake’. Mackay, D. (2023) states the games should not have been hosted in Birmingham, Government appointed commissioner Max Caller shared his opinion that ‘it was totally, the wrong thing to do’ due to female and male athletes not being paid equally which the council is now facing the problem, Claims that antheses and council members were pays ‘systematically inequal’ (Berkeley, G. 2022). Additionally, Owen, D. (2023) implies financial concerns were an issue as the games cost £180 million, some members had an issue as they thought it would leave the council in debt. The commonwealth games were a massive opportunity for people to showcase talent and the hosting city to showcase what it has to offer; however it was overlooked due to the crisis of paying athletes equally.




Part 2 

Strengths 

[bookmark: _Int_wJOaCVwn]It would be beneficial for Swansea to host major sporting event as it will engcouage long term economic growth, with improving infrastructures and increasing tourism for the city, adding to more opportunities and connections from other cities to make an ever-lasting legacy. Swansea University Events and Hospitality. (2022) state the location and facilities are a selling point for sporting events at any level, including European and Internation events already hosted. Hosting major events would greatly benefit the economy, with the example of London hosting many sporting events from 2017 – 2020 the economy made over £2.51 billion. (London City Hall. 2021). In Wales 35 major sporting events have been held, attracting the attention of 348,000 visitors, and that has created £53 million for the economy (GOV.WALES. 2017), these events were mainly hosted in Cardiff due to infrastructure. However, Swansea has hosted events such as Swansea City Football team, para sports festivals, Ironman's, triathlons etc. (Visit Swansea Bay. (2025) suggesting it has the ability to host major sporting events. 

Weakness

The weakness of hosting major sporting events is the high costs. Organizing major athletic events necessitates a massive outlay of funds for logistics, infrastructure, and security. For instance, the 2016 Rio Olympics were criticized for its financial viability due to significant cost overruns (Preuss, 2007). The cost of holding such events may be prohibitive for smaller nations or localities. Additionally, Swansea,Gov. Uk 2024)    report stating 92% of people's trips involve more than bus or train, with 91% stating the lack of railway services. This would be a major issue if Swansea was to host a sporting event, the city would not cope with the demand of services needed to people in and out of the city at one time.


Opportunities 

Swansea would have the opportunity to retain tourism from major sporting events with Tourism Swansea Bay (2024) being an organsiation that has all the local information, supporting business and networking opportunities, leading to more sponsors in Swansea, better facilities and better support for grass root sports. The local community would benefit greatly from businesses becoming more popular, creating a better economy. The major sporting events would bring excitement for children or adults who wanted to be involved in sports, as stated by Media Culture (2024), better social connections, more opportunities for an active lifestyle and to compete will be available from major sporting events in Swansea.


Threats 

A threat could be that many businesses that become popular could also become more expensive, leaving local communities not to be able to afford certain things they once could. Additionally, resistance could not want the major sporting events, and cause an issue for them being held, in certain areas in Swansea.

It would be feasible for Swansea to host sporting events Wales 2026 Commonwealth Games Feasibility Study. (2016) states the raising the profile of Wales, getting more eyes on thew city, and strengthen internation perception as an Independant place. It will have a positive impact economically in the long term. Additionally, strengthen the health of Wales, improving initiatives and incasing opportunity for participation levels to increase.
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