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What is a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)?
A Virtual Learning Environment or VLE is a design space for teaching and learning.
For some, “virtual” conjures up an artificial world that replaces real life. But virtual learning environments neither replace classrooms nor existing educational practices. They enhance them. They add value as they extend the space of the physical learning environment. They provide opportunities to stretch the imaginations of teachers and students alike.
Technically speaking, virtual learning environments are designed spaces that resemble architecturally sophisticated buildings. Think of an ideal place of teaching and learning, one where the messy desk covered in coffee-stained assessments and the equally large pile of lesson plans all moves to your laptop. Teachers effortlessly move between assessment, feedback, sharing and monitoring without knocking over their coffee in the process. Students have their assessments returned swiftly -- unstained.
A virtual learning environment offers not only an elegantly designed space for teaching and learning, but a place where learners, teachers and students feel at ease. A good VLE allows users to co-construct their learning environments together over time. With all that goes into a physical classroom – the lesson plans, the homework, the conversations – why not make use of virtual learning environment software to organise, share and process it all?
Far from being an anti-social space that replaces real life, the right VLE enhances the social space of a classroom. It opens possibilities for discussion threads, polls and surveys. It allows students to submit work without having to find their teachers. It provides hubs for an infinite number of resources in the form of documents, worksheets and Power Points. Using a VLE, teachers can link students to other online pathways and embed videos from YouTube, articles from newspapers and provide platforms for student-created podcasts. More than just a virtual repository for learning resources, the most valuable virtual learning environments and virtual learning software offers gateways to limitless pathways of connection, content and learning from which teachers, school leaders, students and parents all benefit.



What is MOODLE?

Moodle is a free software, a learning management system providing a platform for e-learning, and it helps the various educators considerably in conceptualizing the various courses, course structures and curriculum thus facilitating interaction with online students.
Moodle was devised by Martin Dougiamas and since its inception, its primary agenda has been to contribute suitably to the system of e-learning and facilitate online education and attainment of online degrees.
Moodle stands for Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment and statistics reveal that about 14 million consumers are engaged in about 1.4 million courses propagated by this learning management system.

12 Reasons to Choose Moodle as Your Learning Management System

1. Truly Open Source
Moodle is free to use for everyone; you needn’t pay even a single penny for using it on your servers. However, if you need the servers or any services like customization, designing, etc., you need to pay for that. You are free to take your data and move your LMS to any other platform. You are nowhere bound neither with your data nor with any specific company.
2. Sound Educational Philosophy
While tool centric LMSs give you a list of tools as the interface, Moodle builds the tools into an interface that makes the learning task central. Moodle is built on Social Constructionism pedagogy including the tools which are truly required in an online learning environment.
3. Proven and Trusted Worldwide
Powering around 80k websites all over the world, Moodle is trusted by institutions and organizations large and small, including Shell, London School of Economics, State University of New York, Microsoft, and the Open University.
4. Designed to Support Both Teaching and Learning
With over 15 years of development guided by Social Constructionism pedagogy, Moodle delivers a powerful set of learner-centric tools and collaborative learning environments that empower both teaching and learning.
5. Easy to Use
A simple interface, drag-and-drop features, and well-documented resources along with ongoing usability improvements, make Moodle easy to learn and use. With latest Bootstrap 4 based themes like Fordson, Boost, etc., the default Moodle looks are awesome and easily customizable.
6. Always Up to Date
The Moodle project’s open-source approach means that it is continually being reviewed and improved on to suit the current and evolving needs of its users. There is a new version release after every 6 months in May and November. The most recent version, i.e., Moodle 3.3, was released in May 2017 and the next version Moodle 3.4 is due to be released in November 2017.
7. Community Support
Moodle has the biggest community of developers, teachers, and designers working all around the globe for making improvements to the product named Moodle. In 2015, Moodle Users' Association was formed to facilitate the individual Moodle users to propose and participate in adding new features into Moodle core.
8. Great Documentation and Forum Support
One of the basic things missing in most of the other open source LMSs is the lack of appropriate documentation, whereas Moodle is the winner in terms of the documentation also. You will find tonnes of documents on each topic related to Moodle if by chance you are not able to find any relevant topic, then you can ask the community members to help you out through Moodle forums.
9. Highly Flexible and Fully Customizable
Because it is open-source, Moodle can be customized in any way and tailored to individual needs. Its modular setup and interoperable design allow developers to create plugins and integrate external applications to achieve specific functionalities.
10. Language Options
Moodle is available in all the popular languages so that you can teach students in your own language. Even you can also contribute to translate Moodle into your own language. As on date Moodle has been translated into 126 languages for the 3.3 Version.



11. International Standards Compliant
Moodle has achieved and is compliant with the following international standards
1. Open-Source Initiative (OSI).
2. IMS LTI™ Certified.
3. SCORM-ADL compliant.
4. Open Badges.
12. Interoperability
In supporting the seamless integration and use of content from different sources and multiple vendors, the Moodle platform is designed to exchange data using open industry standards for web deployments and supports.

Following the trinity saint David university questionnaire, based on the Moodle study application, based on the answers of 12 students, 2 of them do not fully understand this online study application, since they find the interface a bit complicated, True, this can be bypassed-but not unless you're a techie who knows what he's doing. Ports and documents being labelled and sorted correctly so students and lectures know exactly where to find things., at the same time most students agree that the application is very useful when it comes to studying, most finding it extremely useful when it comes to studying it, after you get used to its interface, for most being the only source of learning or if not the main source of information.
At the same there have been a lot of students that have been used similar VLE apps and they did not manage to understand Moodle, but this is just a small precent,



People opinions about Moodle and Reviews

Pros
· "Overall, I am very happy with my experience with Moodle. I highly recommend it to course instructors and students as e-learning solution."
· "This is like a great experience with my cousin eLearning practices and all the way we feel like a classroom experience for them."
· "Moodle is a wonderful deployment for online, hybrid and classic learning environments. All your classes' resources links, teacher communication and assignments all in one place PURE BRILLIANCE."
· "The platform for me is great, Moodle's overall robustness is fantastic and with help from their online documentation, you can easily customize the platform to your needs."


Cons
· "Customizing is a headache. We are limited to their base themes and customizing from there."
· "But maybe it's because of the bad administration my university does."
· "It is really difficult to navigate and find what you are looking for. The dashboard includes courses from current and previous semesters which is really confusing."
· "There are also no active chat sections, and the lack of video conferencing is quite an appalling loss, especially since it is the most desired feature for online studies."



Charles Boampong K.


Awesome Learning Management System”
Overall: I'm overly excited about Moodle because it offers just everything to support all educational institutions to deliver high-quality services to their students. It's unbelievable to know that you can use Moodle for free if you have your own server and technical team.
Pros: I love its flexibility to allow you to customize the UI and other features to meet your exact taste and requirement. And most importantly, it supports all kinds of projects from basic to more advanced features.
Cons: I wish the support could make available more documentation or content to address common technical problems.
Reasons for Choosing Moodle: Moodle is open source, and it offers more advanced features.
Switched From: TalentLMS
Reasons for Switching to Moodle: We needed some additional features


Brian S.

“Solid choice”
Overall: We run and manage our own Moodle installation. As we have that capability, it has greatly reduced the financial commitment necessary to implement the software. As we are a non-profit, this is a huge factor in our decisions regarding software options.
Pros: We have been using Moodle for well over a decade to handle our continuing education program. It's flexible enough to generally handle most styles and formats in some way.
Cons: The overall look of Moodle has remained constant over the years. A good chunk of that is handled by the theme you implement; however, the base interface is mostly the same regardless of the theme used. Deviating from that is not a path for the timid.
Alternatives Considered: Sakai LMS and CANVAS
Reasons for Choosing Moodle: Moodle just turned out to be a better fit. The interface worked better for us, and the system requirements made it simple enough to jump in.


Rossella de Fatima G
Overall: I can say that Moodle is an average platform. As I said previously, it could be more useful if the storage capacity of files would be extended to more than just 5MB. Since this is a limit that is getting on the way during exams and delivery of tasks.
Pros: I believe that the organization of the online classrooms in the platform is pretty good. As university students full of courses, it is essential to have an easier way to identify and access to our lessons.
Cons: Something that should be improved with immediate urgency is the storage capacity of the files that can be uploaded in this platform. In fact, we can just upload files of 5MB and that's it. This is troublesome, especially when we must upload pictures during a exam which has a clocked time.

Luis Carlos C

“The standard on what an e-learning platform should provide”
Overall: The first time I used Moodle it was probably six years ago, as a student. I like how it came a long way on improving its user friendliness without sacrificing on features, now that I use it as a professor. Whenever I think about an e-learning or education management platform, it is what comes to my mind first. The reason why I don't give it a 5-star rating is because some competitors have also come a long way on improving, may a little bit further, in the past few years. Especially when it comes to student's user interface, there are some alternatives that I've worked with that are more appealing to a young audience. Still, as for me, it does everything that I need it to do, exactly how I need it to do it.
Pros: This software has exactly what you would expect and most likely need from an e-learning management platform. No less, no more. That means there are no weird options here and there and it is not trying to reinvent the wheel.
Cons: The user interface seems a little dated, especially when you consider a lot of the target audience are teenagers / young adults who want everything to be flashy.
Switched From: Blackboard Learn
Reasons for Switching to Moodle: Our contract expired, and we were looking for some alternatives. Nobody liked the other option that much, so we were open to try new things and we liked that Moddle didn't seem to be that over the top.
Final Thoughts
There is a huge difference between using a taxi for commuting and owning a car. It is always prestigious to own a car. Similarly, using a proprietary LMS may seem to give a sense of ownership which is only short-lived (with a lot of downsides). But the real prestige is derived from the sense of ownership. With Moodle, you have the sense that you own the LMS instead of subscribing to it. You have the sense that you can Mold it the way you want, and as you see fit.




