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[bookmark: _Toc175223254]Introduction 
In this reflective report, I will discuss my experience in academic writing module, focusing on the note taking, finding information and writing skills. These skills are essential for success in academic work, helping me to better understand and organize information. By reflecting on what I have learned and the challenges, I will evaluate my progress and identify areas for further development. 
[bookmark: _Toc175223255]Reflective Model 
I have chosen the Gibbs reflective model (Gibbs, 1988) for my reflective report because it provides a clear and structed framework for reflection and make easier to systematically analyse my experiences. The Gibbs model includes six different stages: Description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion and action plan. With this structure I will have better understanding of strengths, areas for improvements and future developments.
[bookmark: _Toc175223256]Academic Skills 
[bookmark: _Toc175223257]Note-Taking Skills
In week 2 the lecture focused on note taking, as a method for capturing and retaining information. ‘Notetaking is a strategy for making information meaningful. The act of taking notes is more important that the result.’ (McPherson, 2018, p6). In the lesson we learned different types of notes taking method: Diagram, mind map, linear and Tabular method.
For the different methods, each one of them have deference purposes: diagrammatic method is used to connect the ideas, tabular method is used for summarizes, mind map ways to connect the ideas to the felling and linear method, is information taking in chronology order 
The effective note taking depends on several factors, such as the density and complexity of the information, the pace of how information presented, how organized is the information, our note-taking skills and our working memory capacity. 
During the lecture, I was initially surprised because I had assumed that note taking was straightforward skill with little complexity.  However, as the lecture progressed, I became increasingly interested as I discovered that were various methods and important factors that influence how effectively we take notes. By the end of the lecture, I felt well-informed and eager to apply these note-taking techniques.  
The lecture was very useful, as it provided me practical note-taking methods, that I can now implement these new methods on my academic life. What was particularly beneficial was learning how different techniques can be applied depending on the context, helping me better organize and retain information. And the only challenge is identifying which method to use in different situations, as each has its own strengths and limitations. 
According with Kiewra (2009), note taking enhances learning by helping students process and organize information. The structured and well-organized note are more effective for reviewing and retaining information. 
To improve my note taking skills, I will focus on organize my notes clearly and selecting important information using simple structure and implement the methods tailored for each situation. 
My future action plan includes practice actively to identify important information and experimenting different note-taking methods to identify what works best in various situation. By consistently applying the note taking methods, I aim to enhance both quality and effectiveness of my notes.  

[bookmark: _Toc175223258]Finding Information 
In week 3 the lecture was focus on finding information. Learn how to find information is essential, as it forms the foundations for essays and reports. While information can be found from several sources, we can only find reliable information on university library, google scholar - academic books and articles, reputable news sources, dictionaries and encyclopedias. To ensure the reliability of the information we can use de CRAAP test, developed by Blakeslee (2004). This test helps evaluate information based on five different criteria: Currency, relevance, Authority, Accuracy and Purpose. 
During the lecture, initially, I felt confused because our usual lecture, Sukhpreet Grewal, was absence and the substitute lecture has a different way to explain, making it difficult to focus on the main points. Through the class I remained confused for the same reasons, and by the end of the lecture I realize that I would need to review all material to fully understand how to find information effectively 
Finding information was very useful, because know how to find and use sources is key for research, writing essays and reports. This skill enables us to identify reliable sources effectively. The CRAAP test is effective for evaluating the credibility of the information however is a long process and challenging to apply all criteria consistently.  
Mike Palmquist (2015) states the importance of reliable sources, such as academic journals, books and databases to support arguments. This will allow to critically evaluate the quality and relevance of information to meet academic standards.
I will focus on my ability to identify reliable sources more efficiently and refine my application of the CRAAP test to practice more effectively. 
My future action place is focusing on several key areas to improve my research skill, to ensure I can apply them effectively in various research contexts. 

[bookmark: _Toc175223259]Academic Writing 
In week 3 and 4 the lecture was focus on academic writing, a crucial skill for academic purposes. We developed critical thinking by analysing and evaluating information. This involve adapting the writing style according with the following characteristics: Structured, evidenced, critical, balanced, precise, objective and formal. Academic writing serves for various purposes such as creating notes, essays and reports. And can be categorized into two types: Student academic writing, used in student assessment at university and expert academic writing, intended for publication in academic jornal or books. 
During the academic skills lecture in week 3, I felt confused initially due to the substitute lecturer who had a different approach from our usual lecture. However, by week 4, when our lecture resumed the class the class, I felt positive at beginning because I was already familiar with some of the material. The lecture was engaging and interesting. And at the end of the class I was eager to apply what we had learned. 
The academic writing is very useful. As it provided a clear overview of academic writing, which is important for our academic path. The only drawback is the transition from everyday writing to academic writing can be more challenging.
According with Jonh M. Swales (1990), an expert in academic writing, emphasizes that is essential for success in higher education, and involves engaging with existing research and contribution to academic discussions. 
I will focus on understanding and using the correct structure and formal language for my academic reports and essays. 
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In conclusion, this reflective report has provided an overview of my experience in the academic writing module, highlighting key area, such as note taking, finds information and writing skills. These skills have proven essential for my academic path, allowing me to better understand, organize and present the information. Reflection on my learning journey, I will focus on refining these skills to enhance my academic performance. 
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