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The following paper will attempt to explore the existence of Space architecture, a relatively new method and style of constructing built environments for the inhabitation by individuals. The study and practice of this route has been introduced in a number of institutes such as the University of Houston[1] and the Vienna University of Technology. It was perceived to be emerging approximately around the start of the space race era, sometime from the late 1950’s to the mid 1970’s as a result of the new requirement for human living environment appropriately suited to extreme and harsh conditions of varying environments, whether this be suborbital architecture, like the international space station or proposed habitats for the future plans to Mars with NASA currently conducting in-depth and theoretical approaches to research. These extensive studies will provide me with the data-sets to draw conclusions in order to gain better understanding of the topic. The objectives of answering this question itself is to establish if the specialization and refinement space architecture occurs on a large scale, then should this mean that the basic principles should be integrated within a definitive curriculum? Will architectural programmes need to be enhanced to accompany an opportunity for individuals to specialize in the field? Is there a need for such a vocation? With the world of Architecture constantly evolving, changing and adapting, by establishing these crucial questions, then the paper then determines if the exploration of the studies resolves whether the existence of Space architecture becomes a justifiable and necessary inclusion to differing programmes.
A reason why this maybe seen as a controversy is because Space Architecture is not a finite standard yet, it is still being researched, the practice route’s feasibility is still being explored, due to the fact that there are many complexities to consider, i.e. space architecture effect on human physiology, human psychology, restrictions and constraints, responsibilities. Understanding this, the method is to evaluate widespread literature such as research paper or journals like, ‘Space Architecture: The New Frontier for Design Research (Architectural Design, vol. 84, no. 6)’[2] or the ‘Journal of Aerospace’ and their study highlighting ‘Designing Space Habitats for Human Productivity’[3]. Constance Adams discusses this topic at great length in a number of articles ‘Space Architecture: The New Frontier for Design Research (Architectural Design)’[4] exploring the symbiosis of Modernism and Modularity throughout her career of designing inhabited orbital and suborbital structure, assessing the extensive risks with governmental and financial issues. A further collaboration with Aerospace engineering research students from Swansea University will provide some first-hand information and further insight into the field. With the presence of plentiful data-driven assessments and records the numerous objectives can be achieved even the determination of psychological profile to determine effects on the human psyche, however the answer to the proposal itself has a level of subjectivity to it as the final conclusion stating whether or not Space Architecture will become a mainstream profession, will be a question answered drawn from a series of objective conclusions, yet it will be stated that this will be a well-informed subjective conclusion.
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