Troy and the Trojan War
Introduction

This lecture examines the historicity of the Trojan War (whether the accounts in ancient Greek epic refer to a real/historical event) using textual and archaeological evidence. Specifically we will look at:

· how the ancient Greeks viewed the Trojan War

· and how to reconcile textual and archaeological evidence

Ancient Perspectives
What is the Trojan War? It is a war between the Achaeans (the kings and princes of Greece, under the leadership of Agamemnon, king of Mycenae (against the Trojans, on the W coast of Asia Minor. According to later tradition this was to avenge an insult to Menelaos King of Sparta and bring back his wife, Helen of Troy. The most famous account is Homer’s Iliad (which only recounts a short episode from the legendary 10 year war). For the ancient Greeks the Trojan War was first recorded event in Greek history. Classical Greeks believed that in the age of the heroes there was a city of Ilios (Troy) ruled by a king named Priam that was sacked by the Achaeans. The Trojan War was taken as historical fact: e.g. by both Thucydides and Herodotus in the 5th century BC. The ancient Greeks placed it during the Age of the Heroes (commonly identified with Mycenaean Greece). Herodotus placed the Trojan War at least 800 years before his own time, i.e. around 1250 BC according to classical Greek reckonings, ie. contemporary with the later phase of Mycenaean palatial civilisation.

This event played an important role in construction of later Greek &  Roman identities:

· Greece: tale of Trojan War as recounted in Homeric epic played a fundamental role in formation of identity, religious beliefs during the EIA (8th and 7th centuries BC). Closely associated with Greek cosmology, their perception of the gods, their Greekness etc.

· Themes are commonly represented in Greek art from the eight-seventh century BC on. Continuous epic tradition from LBA? Written down in 8th/7th centuries. At this time begin to get figured decoration on pottery – related by some scholars to the Homeric epic and continues to be a typical theme in figured pottery of Archaic and Classical periods.

· Also plays a part in later construction of Roman identity: Romans considered themselves to be descendants of Aeneus, Trojan hero who escaped following fall of Troy – Virgil’s epic of Dido and Aeneus. Regarded Troy as their mother city, and invested in public buildings and a major water system at Troy.
Modern Scholars looking at the Trojan War

There are three main themes:

1. date and authorship of the poems;

2. date(s) at which the events recounted in the poems took place;

3. historical veracity of the TW as recounted by Homer.

This lecture is not concerned with the date and authorship of the poems. We will accept that they represent a continuous oral tradition probably stretching back to the Bronze Age and that they were written down, in the present form during the 8th-7th century BC.
Historicity of the Trojan War: major problem is equating the archaeological evidence with the literary sources.

Firstly when was the Trojan War set? There are three possible ages of Homer:

MYCENAEAN PERIOD

c.1600-1100 BC

DARK AGES (Early Iron Age)
c.1100-800/750 BC

EIGHTH CENTURY

when the Iliad was written down.

How much from the texts can be related to any of these three periods? Is there an era in Greek history that corresponds to the world described in Homer?
The ancient Greeks believed that the world described belongs to the heroic period: archaeologically relating to the Mycenaean period, in particular between 1350-1100 BC. 
Certain aspects do reflect the Mycenaean world: in particular the weapons and armour of the warriors: great body shield, long thrusting spears, boars tusk helmet. The political structure described in Homer is characteristic of the Mycenaean world: absence of the polis, the Catalogue of ships: kingdoms refer to important Mycenaean sites, many of which are insignificant settlements (i.e. MYCENAE) or even abandoned, and walled cities ruled by kings.

But some scholars believe that Homeric society is firmly based on DA society/reality:

· domestic architecture, e.g. of Odysseus’ palace, relates more to the simple form of Dark Age architecture

· absence of Mycenaean bureaucracy (Linear B) (BUT is this the sort of thing that you might expect in epic literature?)

· presence of Phoenicians (very important in first millennium economy)

· description of cremation burials (the type of funerary ritual recounted is completely alien to that practised in the Bronze Age Aegean)

More probable is a combination of these:

a) EITHER purely a reflection of eighth century society with a few anachronisms thrown in to lend authority to the text - but intended to make sense to an eighth century audience

b) OR a combination of several superimposed layers, perhaps reaching back as far as the 16th century BC - a continual evolving oral tradition over many centuries, written down in the form we know in 8th century

However, it does not reflect a world which ever actually existed.

Archaeology and the Identification of ancient Troy

Troy has been identified with Hisarlik, located on west coast of Turkey, by the Dardanelles. Tell site (a mound made up of multiple layers of occupation: distinct from settlement on a natural hill). Schliemann came to Troy with the express aim of identifying the site described by Homer and proving the historicity of the Trojan war.

First major campaign 1871-1873. Understood nature of tell ‘ Hills on which, in the course of thousands of years, new buildings have been continually erected on the site of former buildings, gain very considerably in height’…

But at this time there was no knowledge of Aegean prehistory (time depth of antiquity): therefore he assumed that Priam’s Troy must be the earliest (he had no reason to believe that there were earlier cities). Therefore ploughed down through the 9 cities of Troy in race to find earliest city – of Priam. Cut a massive north-south sounding across site, destroying much of the relevant LBA material.

Easy to criticise Schliemann, but:

· archaeology was in its infancy – there was still no recognised discipline and techniques were still being developed.

· there was no knowledge of prehistory of the Aegean or time depth of pre-classical world. His excavations actually laid foundations of Aegean prehistory.

· also he very quick to publish and he was very much in vanguard in many archaeological techniques: use of photography; recording of context of finds (& levels); using experts – especially employing Dorpfeld – architect; also learned from his mistakes.

Excavation history of Troy:

· Schliemann’s excavations: 1871-3; 1878-9; 1882; 1890

· Blegen: 1932-8 (12 volume publication) – refined understanding of the chronological sequence of Troy

· Since 1988: excavations by Korfmann, Tübingen University (enlarging Schliemann’s original trench and exploring below the citadel (area of lower city).

History of site

Troy has 9 main phases of occupation. Within these main phases there are numerous sub-phases. The absolute dates are still under discussion.

· Troy I: 3000-2600. Small settlement of mudbrick long-houses inside stone circuit wall, 2.5m thick

· Troy II: 2600-2150. City Schliemann initially identified with Homer’s Troy. Well-built citadel with 10m high fortifications. Massive public building flanked by two buildings within a colonnaded courtyard. Period of prosperity: metallurgy; introduction of wheel; 21 treasures/hoards found by Schliemann. Destroyed by fire.

· Troy III: 2150-2000. A maze of houses and streets over interior of citadel. A lower town below citadel walls.

· Troy IV-V: 2000-1700. Poorly known.

· Troy VI: 1700-1280. Height of BA occupation of Troy. Fortified citadel. Dorpfeld identified this phase with Homer’s Troy. Violent destruction (earthquake? – Blegen).

· Troy VII: c1280-1200. Squatter city built over Troy VI.

· Period of abandonment during which the ruins of Troy VI and VII remained visible: impact on IA occupation and the writings of Homeric epic?

· 730 BC Troy rebuilt: Troy VIII. Destroyed by Romans in 85 BC

· Troy IX: rebuilt by Romans (regarded it as their mother-city). Major investment in public buildings and major water system. Destroyed by earthquake at end of 5th century AD and deserted.

Three cities identified with Homer’s Troy: Troys II, VI, and VII

EBA: Troy II
3rd millennium BC. Remains of a small but wealthy urban centre, similar to others on western Anatolian coast and on Aegean islands. Fortifications protected by projecting rectangular towers. [slide 15] Built ramp leading up to one of two massive gateways. Five large rectangular buildings on summit of citadel: chiefly residences? 
Schliemann initially identified Troy II with Troy of Homeric epic. Even so, Schliemann always had problem with this as Priam’s Troy – small size of citadel within fortifications (140 x 90m) – ‘hardly larger than Trafalgar square’ (he wrote to Charles Newton). 

Most significant find in EB deposits are the 21 hoards, found between 1872 and 1890: large quantities of gold, silver, copper and bronze. This attests to the prosperity of Troy II and the town’s wide-ranging external trading contacts. Hoard A: the most famous of hoards found at end of 1873 season, near the Scaean gate. “Treasure of Priam’: bronze weapons, silver ingots, gold jewellery.

2 famous diadems with idol-shaped pendants.

11 metal vessels of gold, silver, bronze, mainly found in treasure A. These include the gold sauceboat – similar to form of ceremonial vase in circulation around Aegean in EB; emphasis on pouring of liquids (usually assumed to be alcohol/wine) as an important element of social activity.

Ceremonial weapons: 3 polished stone hammer axes, one axe deliberately (ritually?) broken in antiquity. 6 rock crystal pommels found with axes Insignia of office?
Troy: a leading centre in gold work production in 3rd millennium BC. Played important role in 3rd millennium trade and achieved a certain local pre-eminence as a trading centre because of its strategic position, located on bay with natural harbour and near deposits of mineral resources.

But Troy II is not Troy of Homeric epic. It is: way too early, dating roughly to 2600 to 2250 BC. In fact Schliemann had ploughed through the relevant LB levels.

Today the debate focuses on whether Troy VI or Troy VII (the LBA towns) should be related to Homeric epic.

Troy VI
The levels identified by Dorpfeld as Homer’s Troy on basis of Mycenaean pottery.
Eight sub phases, depth of deposit some 5 to 6m, dating between c.1700-1280.

Height of occupation at Troy:  a fortified citadel, defended by walls. Three main phases of fortifications, built from cut limestone blocks and characterised by vertical offsets breaking the wall up into sections. Projecting towers, protecting gates into citadel. Internal water supply – cistern.

Korfmann’s excavations: most important discovery is the exposure of an outer ring of defensive architecture consisting of a wide ditch located c.450m south/southwest of walls of Troy VI. Periodically interrupted by unexcavated "bridges" that presumably mark the locations of major entryways through this defensive circuit. The ditch is probably the foundation trench for an exterior city wall, entirely robbed out in later antiquity. Typical of Near Eastern urban centres: original fortress is an inner royal citadel, site of palace and temples.

Inner citadel: there was no evidence for a palace (destroyed in He/R periods), but a number of large rectangular buildings with substantial storage facilities and upper storey residences.

Violent destruction, with massive amounts of collapsed stonework, attributed to earthquake. No signs of general conflagration and no human bodies found in destruction debris. Metaphor for myth of Trojan horse? Horse sacred to Poseidon: divinity responsible for earthquakes.

Troy VII
Two main phases VIIa and VIIb. Troy VIIa is considered by many scholars to be most likely candidate for Homer’s Troy. Squatter city built over Troy VI, dating to 13th century, possibly in early 12th century. Same basic material cultures as used in VI. No change of population? Rebuilt by survivors?

Collapsed fortifications rebuilt, but no new program of defences.

Very little of internal architecture survives (destroyed by later building activity). Some VI houses rebuilt, others too badly destroyed and built over, using Troy VI rubble. Densely packed within citadels and built up against fortification walls.

Pitting of floors – placement of large storage jars. 

Human remains found in destruction level of Troy VIIa, dating to later 12th century.

Blegen: pre-occupation with storage  reflected state of siege; destructions attributed to human agency.
Houses now only one storey high, so subterranean storage now needed, less floor space (contra Blegen’s siege). Changes in social and economic organisation of Troy?

Final destruction of Troy VII resulted in abandonment of site till 8th century, although the ruins remained visible.

Summary

Historicity of Trojan War - fundamental question are:

1. Where did it take place? Is the site of Hissarlik ancient Troy?

2. When did it take place? Does the epic relate a genuine Bronze Age event?

3. Was the destruction of either Troy VI or VII the result of human agency, and can this be attributed to Mycenaean attackers, ie. battle of Troy?
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