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[bookmark: _Toc111544920]Introduction
This report aims to evaluate a community engagement project for reducing underage drinking. The report evaluates what the participants and stakeholders of the project do and reflects on what they can do to heighten the awareness of the project. When evaluating what the participants and stakeholders do, the essay will look into the social issues affecting a particular community and how the community engagement project is helping the community overcome or address the identified social issue. For instance, the report will analyse the issue of underage drinking in the community and what the community engagement project is doing to prevent this social issue. The report will discuss the causes of the issue, what the community engagement project is doing to address the particular issue and its causes, and what the community engagement project can do to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the project or initiative. This report explores relevant avenues to promote community participation, diversity, collaboration, and inclusion to enable socio-cultural integration and multi-culturalism. The report explores these relevant avenues by looking at various criteria like coaching, volunteering, and mentoring. This report will examine these issues and topics by referring to diverse published, relevant and credible literature. 
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Community engagement projects address various social issues in society. Community engagement projects address a particular issue of concern in the community or society. The projects are beneficial because they help promote sustainable decisions by recognising and communicating the interests and needs of those involved. 
One community engagement project I know of is concerned about addressing the issue of underage drinking in the community. On some occasions, the rate or number of youths or young adults involved in alcohol abuse and misuse in the community can be alarming to the extent of seeking particular interventions like community engagement projects designed to address the issue (Aese.psu.edu, 2022). 
Underage drinking has been associated with poor health outcomes like the disruption of normal growth and the disruption of sexual development (Fagan et al., 2011). Hence, if a person starts abusing or misusing alcohol at a tender age, they knowingly or unknowingly affect their health and development. When most youths or young adults in the community engage in alcohol abuse, the community’s or society’s future is not guaranteed (Fagan et al., 2011). Thus, there is a need to address the issue of underage drinking to protect the health of the youths and young adults and preserve the future of society. Hence, the community engagement project for addressing underage drinking is essential and beneficial. 
Also, underage drinking contributes to physical and sexual violence. These issues contribute to insecurity in the community, thus the need to address or eliminate them (Fagan et al., 2011). Therefore, the community engagement project for underage drinking is beneficial to the victims and the community in general. 

What the Community Project Does
To engage the community and address the issue of underage drinking, the project first identifies the risk factors associated with underage drinking. The project has identified peer influences, poor academic performance, neighbourhood experiences, and family experiences as the major risk factors for youths and young adults engaging in drinking. In peer influences, it was determined that children and young adults are likely to engage in alcohol abuse if their peers are drinking. Some children and young adults abuse alcohol to manage stress resulting from academic failure, some engage in alcohol abuse because of the availability of alcohol in the neighbourhood, and some consume or abuse alcohol because their parents are heavy drinkers. Hence, the project targets these risk factors and educates the community on how best to live with these conditions or risks without engaging in underage drinking. 
To address the alcohol abuse resulting from poor academic performance, the project has implemented a school counselling program where teachers and members occasionally visit schools and teach students how to handle academic failure and disappointments. Also, the program educates the children on the dangers of abusing alcohol at their age. Moreover, the program initiated by the community project has developed centres where students can visit for counselling in case of poor academic performance. The project members and participants also teach teachers how to handle students with poor performance and avoid driving them to depression which contributes to alcohol abuse at their age. 
To address the issue of underage drinking resulting from peer pressure, the project uses the school program to teach students how to avoid or manage peer pressure. The project teaches students various ways how they can manage peer pressure or how they can avoid friends who may influence them to engage in alcohol abuse. 
To address the issue of neighbourhood experiences and family experiences, the project conducts monthly seminars and community rallies where they educate the community on how to protect children from adverse neighbourhood and family experiences. With the help of community leaders, the project members and leaders identify heavy drinking families and convince them to join the monthly seminars. The seminars teach parents how best to behave to avoid influencing their children negatively. For instance, the seminars teach the parents to keep alcohol away from children because putting alcohol in places children can see and access can tempt them into drinking. Also, the seminars and community rallies teach parents and caregivers how to identify behaviour changes among their children and help them in case they are in trouble to avoid situations where children resort to alcohol to manage their stress. 
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Besides the above measures and interventions that the community project undertakes to address the issue of underage drinking in the community, the community engagement team can heighten the awareness of the project by implementing additional measures and interventions as discussed below. 

Involvement of the Media
Involvement of the media helps in spreading the information much quicker. For instance, while the community engagement team can only reach a limited number of community members in a day, media houses like television and radio can reach the same information to more people within a much shorter time thus heightening the awareness of the project (Komro & Toomey, 2012). Also, the involvement of the media helps ensure that people who cannot attend the community engagement rallies and seminars due to other engagements receive the crucial information and its benefits. 

Training Alcohol Retailers on how to Prevent Selling Alcohol to Underage Children 
At times, alcohol sellers and retailers unknowingly sell alcohol to underage children because of a failure to identify and differentiate children from adults. Some children have big bodies and they can easily be mistaken for adults. Additionally, some children may say that they are purchasing the alcohol for their relatives or older friends who have sent them (Department of Health and Human Service, 2016). Hence, since some retailers can hardly ascertain such statements, the community engagement team should teach the alcohol sellers how to avoid selling to children. For instance, the community engagement project through the project team should ensure that alcohol sellers and retailers only sell to people with an identification card. The community engagement team should teach the sellers how to determine the validity and authenticity of the identification cards to ensure they only sell to adults. 

Reduction of Alcohol Availability 
The issue of neighbourhood influence in underage drinking is mainly caused by the high availability of alcohol in the community. The number of alcohol outlets has been increasing in the community which has contributed to the prevalence of underage drinkers (Aese.psu.edu, 2022). Therefore, to heighten the awareness of the community engagement project for reducing or eliminating underage drinking, the project team with the help of relevant government agencies and authorities should implement policies for limiting the availability of alcohol. For instance, the project team should recommend an increase in taxes for alcohol and alcohol outlets. Increasing taxes on alcohol will ensure that only adults can afford or purchase alcohol. 
Avenues to Promote Community Participation, Collaboration, Diversity, and Inclusion
To promote community participation, collaboration, diversity, and inclusion to enable socio-cultural integration and multiculturalism, some of the avenues that can be beneficial include leveraging social media platforms, audience segmentation, offering incentives, and leveraging existing community groups (Haldane et al., 2019). 
Social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter can be beneficial in promoting community participation, collaboration, diversity, and inclusion (Haldane et al., 2019). The community engagement team can create social media pages that communicate information about the project. To enhance community participation and collaboration, the community engagement team can utilise the social media challenges that have become common nowadays. The team can come up with challenges that will ensure a lot of people participate in the project. 
Another avenue that can be used to promote community participation, collaboration, diversity, and inclusion is to enable socio-cultural integration and multiculturalism is the use of audience segmentation. This approach or avenue involves dividing the audience or community into various groups whereby like-minded people are placed in the same group for easy cohesion (Haldane et al., 2019). On some occasions, community participation and collaboration are affected by disagreement among community members. Some community members may prefer certain approaches while others may disagree with those approaches. Hence, audience segmentation will ensure that collaboration is enhanced by grouping like-minded people together. 
Additionally, community participation, collaboration, diversity, and inclusion can be promoted by offering incentives to the participants. Incentives motivate people to participate in a particular project because they know that their time and efforts will not be in vain (Advocatesforyouth.org, 2014). Hence, people will willingly participate and collaborate with others because they know that they will be paid. For instance, the community engagement team can promise community members certain gifts or money for those people who will participate in the project. Also, the team can set aside certain gifts for people who will be actively involved in the project and those who achieve certain set goals. 
Finally, the community engagement team can promote community participation, collaboration, diversity, and inclusion for the project by leveraging the existing community groups. In any given community, there are various groups for various purposes (Advocatesforyouth.org, 2014). Hence, the community engagement team can identify existing groups whose goals and objectives relate to the project and join these groups. After joining the groups, the members of the community engagement team will then teach the group members issues concerning the project. 
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Community engagement is an essential and beneficial approach to identifying and solving some of the most serious community issues and challenges. One such serious community issue or challenge that requires the attention of community engagement is underage drinking. Underage drinking is disastrous to the community and the individuals involved in various ways. For instance, underage drinking affects the growth and development of children. Also, the issue affects or hampers with the normal sexual development of children. Besides these personal effects, underage drinking has been associated with increased violence in the community. These factors can be detrimental to the individuals and the community and hence need addressing. For instance, when many youths or children in the community engage in alcohol abuse, the community is likely to lack essential people like doctors and teachers in the future because most of them would have dropped out of school or maybe in jail for crimes related or associated with alcohol abuse. Therefore, to address this issue, one community engagement project resorted to offering educative programs in schools that taught children about the dangers of alcohol abuse. Also, the project team utilised seminars and workshops in educating parents on how to prevent their children from engaging in early alcohol abuse. However, the project would have been better if it had utilised social media platforms, educated and trained alcohol retailers on how to avoid selling to children, and the use of policies for limiting alcohol availability in the community. To enhance community participation, collaboration, diversity, and inclusion, some of the avenues that can be used include leveraging social media, use of existing community groups, and the use of incentives.
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