2011587    ECEY5004/C.                                              Word Count 2058

Introduction 

Storytelling can have a positive impact on a child’s development, with opportunities to engage with children through interaction using gestures and body movement to increase active participation. Storytelling improves the abilities of literacy skills that include, listening, speaking and communicating also widening a child’s vocabulary and supporting them to make links between the spoken and written words. (Teach Early years, 2021). The curriculum for Wales 2019 states that learners must be supported to become successful and gain knowledge of language, literacy and communication. (Welsh Government, 2019). Storytelling has been an effective resource for early years educators in all societies since the evolution of human language, children engaged and engrossed in stories gain enjoyment from reading, writing and listening, which enables children to read more complex stories with greater understanding. Storytelling has grown and developed in the modern world with digital technologies transform the complexity of storytelling. By analysing both traditional and digital storytelling to identify the benefits and the development of the digital storytelling and how they can promote children’s oracy, reading and listening.

Cremin et al believes that children who hear stories learn the structure of stories enabling them them to read more complex stories when they grow up, storytelling should be an experience that a child enjoy, and sees as fun. This supports the traditional storytelling activity that was observed of the Three Billy Groats Gruff as the activity demonstrated high levels of interactions using gestures and body language to convey more feelings. The practitioner demonstrated good eye contact, facial expressions and also changed the tone of voice to suit the characters of the story the children can see the expressions the the moment of the mouth. However,  the digital story displayed less body language and expressions when delivering the story. According to Clarke, (2018)  storytelling can develop children’s writing abilities as it provides opportunities to discover some important dialogue and to understand the structure and of the story, Storytelling should be a fun experience for children to promote happy feelings about reading so children are more likely to continue a passion for storytelling and reading in adulthood. 




The practice observed for the digital story was engaging for children with opportunities for the children to join in and make contributions towards the activity, the children had the opportunity to develop their listening skills as they were interested and grossed in the story. The adult brought the experience to life and created the scene, demonstrating the sequence of events with structure and expressive expressions in engaging ways. The traditional story supported language development as the adult used expressive vocabulary which demonstrate good storytelling skills for the children to observe.

The traditional story used puppets which is an additional benefit of improving language skills, by the adult demonstrating how to use the puppets in a friend way, invites the children to have a go themselves. Storytelling with puppets using verbal interactions and conversations will promote language development, especially for shy children who might want to reenact the story but with the puppet being the child’s voice. Also children can have conversations with two puppets wearing now on each hand allows the puppeteer to have a dialogue going between the two puppet characters. Using puppets can also encourage children to listen, they are also an effective way for children to learn rhymes and songs. Retelling a classic story helps supports children’s memory skills, also using puppets allows for children to listen to the story in different ways while providing them with opportunities to join in and be more involved. (Play and grow, 2016). 

Lev Vygotsky’s (1896) theory of language development focused on social learning and the zone of proximal development, Vygotsky believed cognitive development stems from social interactions from guided learning within the zone of proximal development as children and their practitioner or parent co-construct knowledge. He believed children who had encouragement and guidance from a skilled partner would achieve more than what a child would achieve independently. Vygotsky believed that language develops from social interactions and communication, interactions between peers and adults are an effec
tive tool for children to develop skills on their own. (First Discoverers, 2021). 








This theory supports the traditional story activity as the adult was engaging with the children, the adult used puppets to act out the story to capture children’s attention and to spark an interest of books. The adult encourage social  interactions by asking the children to join in with parts of the singing within the story, also the children listening to story and observing positive body language from the adult. Through storytelling, children can learn to pay attention and listen actively to the adult as long as the adult captures the imagination and excitement of the child. Minns, (2020) believes The adult needs to be enthusiastic to engross the children with awe and wonder, to support the children in growing a passion for stories. The approach the adult took in the traditional story demonstrated these skills as the adult used facial expressions, tone of voice to set the scene and to develop the characters also building anticipation by introducing surprises throughout the story. However, the digital storytelling activity had a different approach as the adult took a role of an narrator a disadvantage would be the adult engage less with children.

As citied by Sidik, (2020) Piaget (1896) based his theory on the idea that children and adults think differently to each other, he believed that children constructed their own understanding of the world through their interactions with their environment and that children language reflects on the development of their logical thinking and reasoning skills. Piaget believed that children are born with basic action schemas such as: sucking their hand, he described from birth to two years old children were in the sensory-motor period where they used actions schemas for assimilate information about the world they live in. Piaget describes two functions of children’s language the egocentric and the socialised, when babies are in the sensory-motor period the language is the ‘egocentric’ and the baby will talk to themselves or anyone who happens to be in the presence of them. Piaget observed children between the ages of two to seven and this period was were their language makes a progression, as their mental schema has developed enough for them to start putting sentences together instead of using a single word. Piaget believed children’s language was symbolic and children could venture passed the ‘here and now’ allowing them to talk about the past and present moment, also to talk about their feelings and events that have occurred. 


Piagets theory differs from Vygotsky as Vygotsky places more attention on cognitive development as children and their adult co-construct knowledge, in contrast Piaget believes that cognitive development stems from independent exploration in where children build knowledge of their own. 

The Digital storytelling activity of  The tiger who came to tea took a different approach, as the adult took a less active role and narrated the story this could be seen as a negative as children miss out on that engagement with the adult, also missing out on opportunities to join in. However, the practice observed used pictures in the digital story so children can associate pictures with the words, also children seeing words on a page informers the children that words have meaning and that how we read story’s, children also observing that we read words going across the page from left to right. According to Purpura, (2019) research suggests that reading to young children is proven to improve cognitive development allowing children to have the ability to think and understand the construction thought process which includes remembering, and remembering is a skills that helps supports literacy. It refers to how a child perceives and thinks about the area of the world they live in such as, Language development, children’s memory and attention span. Reading to children from a young age supports language acquisition as it stimulates the part of the brain that allows them to understand the meaning of language. A brain study found that reading from an early age was strongly correlated with brain activation in areas connected with visual imagery so children can understand the meaning of language. 

Reading to children from a young age supports and prepares them for academic success, as children are exposed to to new words and a widen vocabulary at an early age giving children an advantage. Children are more familiar with phonemic awareness and phonics, so children are able to connect letters of words and the sound of the spoken language. (Universal Class, 2021). 







The digital storytelling activity has differences from the traditional story as the traditional story focuses on listening and reading skills and oral and writing skills whereas digital storytelling involves skills of collaborative learning and technology literacy by children having the opportunities to engage in different types of media. Digital Storytelling is a mixture of graphics, recorded audio, narration, music, pictures, and videos to present stories or information with the use of technology. Digital storytelling has many advantages and is seen to be an important and according to Satriani, (2019) digital storytelling should be introduced in order to ensure children manage to acquire both language and technical skills by using technology from a young age. Digital storytelling is also a creative process of telling stories and sharing information but by using different media, tools and resources as the world we live in is getting more technological. Young children are able to enjoy a story through digital media, even if the child can not read the words, also children with additional needs can be supported with the opportunity to learn syllabuses.

 Children having the opportunity to amplify their voice with the help of technology sources. Digital storytelling can be a useful tool, Rahiem, (2021) suggests that research indicates that preschool children are often familiar with digital technology before exploring books. Digital storytelling and technology supports lower income households excel in vocabulary and literacy to support children’s development, and allowing for greater opportunities for children to become familiar with different sources of media for their future education journey, and learning independently was achievable with technology for children with less support.

Chomsky’s (1928) believes all  humans had innate predispositions to develop the ability to use language, he believed the first state of language happens at birth and the children instinctively learn language without any instruction. He believed if children was not taught a language, that they would develop their own form of communication to fulfil their needs. He observed children and realised that regardless of the learning opportunities the children had or what they had been taught they all make the same language errors. (Health Line, 2021). 






Conclusion 

Both practice that was observed supported language in different ways and both had many advantages and supported language and literacy. Digital storytelling is beneficial to young children and should be introduced, in order to ensure that children acquire both language and skills to use technology through from being familiar with seeing and using digital stories.
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