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“Of this day sang the Parcae as they span the thread of doom which no god can untwist—that 

this should be the day to put the folk of Aquitaine to rout, to make the Adour to tremble, by a 

valiant soldiery overpowered. So hath it come about. The men of Rome have seen new 

triumphs, and chiefs with shackles on their captive arms, whilst thou, Messalla, wearing the 

conqueror’s bays, wast borne in ivory car by steeds of shining white. 

Not without warfare didst thou gain glory there: witness Tarbellian Pyrenees and the shores of 

Ocean by Saintonge” 

 


