With the regards to Social Services and Wellbeing Act (Wales)2014 discuss the provisions of care and support for either Children and Young persons or Older persons

 Introduction
For many children that are placed into care or adoption, they will have separated from their main carer with whom they may or may not have developed an attachment or relationship with, as the needs of looked after and adopted children are becoming better understood, so is the understanding of the impact of detachment on the children’s social, cognitive and emotional development. This piece of work will look briefly over the theory attachment as described by Harry Harlow and John Bowbly. It will look at child care provisions and legislations available to children and young persons in Wales and also  at some of the fall backs from the services provided. 

Dr Patricia Crittenden suggests that “A fundamental understanding of attachment theories is one of the most important weapons in any social worker’s armoury” and “Attachment theories can solve many of the issues facing children’s services”. On discussing child abuse cases, she suggests that children learn a self defence mechanism, for example, smiling at their carer puts the parent or care provider at ease and the child safer from further abuse. (Cooper, J. Nov 2010) 
Psychologist John Bowbly was the first theorist to provide a concept and theory of attachment, he described it as a “lasting psychological connectedness between human beings” (McLeod, S.) 2107. and believed that the bond did not have to be mutual. In the 1930’s Bowbly worked at a child’s guidance clinic, working with emotionally disturbed children, he questioned the reasons for their behaviour and believed it was due to the detachment from their care givers at a young age. In 1952 accompanied by James Robertson, they observed a group of infant’s behaviours over a period of time and detected that when the child was detached from their carer they experienced great distress. He believed that the child created the greatest bond with the main food provider and would also seek closeness for comfort and security. (McLeod, S. 2017) This theory was later challenged in 1958 by Harry Harlow who conducted a series of experiments, one of which involved an amount of Resus Monkeys that he placed in confinement with only two forms of surrogate mothers, one, a metal frame which contained food, the other had no food and was layered with a terry towelling to provide comfort and security. The experiment revealed that once the monkey had fed from the wired surrogate, they would spend the rest of the time with the clothed surrogate, and when the monkey felt under threat or vulnerable he instantly sought comfort from the surrogate covered in terry towelling, concluding that the attachment was based on security rather than that of the prime feeder. The experiment also revealed that when monkeys were placed in confinement for differentiating periods of time from birth, those that were placed in confinement for 3 months or less, when placed with other monkeys were less affected by the outcomes than those that were isolated for up to a year for who the effects were detrimental to their well-being. (McLeod, S. 2017)
 In January 2016, following the assent of Her Majesty and being passed by the National Assembly for Wales the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 was implemented. (Social Services 2017) The purpose of the Act was to provide a legal framework between Social Services and Well-being (Wales) to help improve Well-being of care providers and receivers (Social Services 2017) Under the new Act, the adoption system now allowed children who need loving family homes to be placed quicker and also offer children in foster care the option to stay with their family until their 21st birthday. (Safeguarding Children e-academy)
Section 4 of the Act states that there is a duty to meet care and support needs of a child on the condition that firstly the child lives within the local authority and secondly, the child meets the eligibility criteria or that the local authority consider it necessary to meet the child’s needs in order to protect the child from abuse or neglect or at risk of abuse or neglect, or other harm or at risk of harm. (legislation.gov.uk 2014)
Additionally Section 76 of the Act states that the Local Authority must provide accommodation with either; Local Authority foster parents or at a children’s home for any child within its area who appears to the authority to require accommodation as a result of either; there being no person who has parental responsibility for the child or the child being lost or abandoned or that the person who has been caring for the child is being prevented from providing the child with suitable accommodation or care whether or not on a temporary basis and for whatever reason. However, any person who has parental responsibility may object to the child being placed into care, or remove the child from care provided by the Local Authority if; they are willing to ether provide or make provisions for the child to be placed into appropriate accommodation, unless, a residence order is in place or the child has a special guardian or that an order has been made in the exercise of the High Court’s inherent jurisdiction for the child. In this instance, consent must be gained, however if there is more than one such person, then all persons must agree. (Legislation.gov.uk 2014)
In Wales, if a local authority believe that a child’s safety or welfare are at risk of abuse or neglect, they may apply to the court to seek approval to take action which will allow them to protect the child, this is known as care or supervision proceedings. The court will usually request that The Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass) become involved. Depending on the circumstances, the child may live with a relative, a foster parent or ultimately result in being adopted. (Cafcass.gov.uk)
As of March 31st, 2017, Stats Wales shows that in Wales alone 5,995 children were being cared for, with the highest proportion of 4,435 being placed in foster care, 710 with their own parents or someone who has parental responsibility for them, a further 240 placed into adoption and 240 in care homes, 130 living independently but still under the supervision of Social Services and 40 in private or voluntary run care homes. These include those on care orders and also children who are provided with accommodation by their Local Authority. (Stats Wales 2017) 
Whilst child protection is mainly undertaken by the Local Authorities, voluntary agencies such as The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) play an important role in our society.  The NSPCC is an independent children’s charity fighting against child abuse. The charity was founded in 1884, helping to protect children from abuse and help rebuild their lives following abuse. (NSPCC 2017) The UK has many provisions of care providers and charities for children and young people, one of the longest running being Barnado’s. In 1870 Thomas Barnado founded the first children's home for destitute children. At the age of 21 Thomas went to London to train as a doctor to allow him to follow his dream of becoming a missionary in China. However, only a few months after his arrival to the East End cholera spread through the community killing over 3,000 people, leaving many destitute. This was when he opened his first home to boys believing that everyone should have a basic education.  Sadly, Thomas Barnado never qualified as a doctor and never got to China, he died in 1905 aged 60.  During his life he founded 96 care homes caring for over 8,500 children. Barnardo’s is still running today. (Barnados.org.uk 2017)
Whilst many children are placed into care, whether temporary or on a permanent basis, Social Services will try to keep the child within the family.  However, there are differentiating circumstances where children are placed into care with other family members, foster care homes or residential care homes with the intention that the child will have a better life away from the person or person with parental responsibility. This is sadly not the case for everyone, in one case of an 8-year-old girl Victoria Climbié whose parents Francis and Bertie Climbié had agreed that she was to leave the Ivory Coast to live with her great aunty Marie-Therese Kouao and her partner Carl John Manning in the hope that she would receive a better education in Europe. Under the care of her relatives the child was brutally beaten, had been whipped with a bicycle chain, her toes beaten and crushed with a   hammer, she was starved and treated like a dog, she was forced to stay in the bath in an unheated bathroom, hands and feet bound, lain in a plastic bag in her own excrement, to name just a few wrong doings and ill treatment in her harrowing ordeal amongst many other forms of mistreatment. (Lamin report 2003) In April 2001, The Secretary of State requested Lord Lamin to chair an Independent Statutory Inquiry following the death of Victoria Climbié. His report revealed that the child, on admission to North Middlesex Hospital on February 24th, 2000 had arrived desperately ill, malnourished and deformed.  She was later transferred to St Mary's Hospital in Paddington, when her lungs, kidneys and heart failed. The post-mortem carried out by Dr Carey revealed that Victoria had no less than 128 individual injuries and scarring to her small body.
 Laming reported from an interview he carried out with Dr Lesley Alsford that, she stated "I had never seen a case like it before. It is the worst case of child abuse and neglect that I have ever seen".
 Laming details in his report that in the weeks leading up to her death, Social Services had visited the home on several occasions but failed to gain a response, they assumed that the family must have simply, just moved away. Victoria was known to two housing associations, four Social Services departments, two Child Protection Schemes and the Metropolitan Police. The Laming report also found that the Health Service, Police and Social Services missed an alarming 12 opportunities to prevent her death, he anticipated that as opportunities for interference were missed that;
Not one of these required great skills or would have made heavy demands on time to take some form of action. Sometimes it needed nothing more than a manager doing their job by asking pertinent questions or taking the trouble to look in a case file. There can be no excuse for such sloppy and unprofessional performance.
In January 2001 Marie-Therese Kouao and Carl John Manning were convicted of Victoria’s murder and are both currently serving life sentences. (Lamin report 2003) In 2003 the Victoria Climbié inquiry was presented to Parliament by the Secretary of State of Health and the Secretary of State of the Home Department by command of Her Majesty, in 2004 the Children's Act was passed. The Act instructed that each local authority was to appoint a children's director and that statutory local safeguarding children's boards replaced Area Child Protection Committees (ACPS’s) (Laming report 2003)
 The Rights of Children and Young Persons Wales measure 2011 made Wales the first country in the UK to incorporate the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) into its domestic law. This means that all Welsh policy and legislation must take into account children's rights. (NSPCC Welsh Government 2015)
Child protection and safeguarding Laws have been in place for many years.  The Laws and Acts are regularly updated with involvement and input from many different institutes and charities and this has been the case for many years. Safeguarding is the responsibility of each professional and organisation who must do everything in their power to protect adults and children from abuse. (Safeguarding Sept 2017) Whilst frameworks and regulations are put in place to protect and safeguard our children from adults working with children, an additional failing was that of Humberside Police and Cambridgeshire Constabulary following the murders of Jessica Chapman and Holly Wells. Subsequent to an independent inquiry led by Sir Michael Bichard at the request of David Blunket (Home Secretary). His findings revealed that Ian Huntley who was convicted of the murder of both girls had been known to the authorities for no less than eight separate sexual offences and investigated in another between 1995 and 1999. Bichard questioned why Social Services found “no significant concerns in welfare” when at the time, Ian Huntley a 21-year-old had a 15-year-old girlfriend whom was living with him and admitted to having a sexual relationship with. Huntley was known to Social Services to have been sexually involved with several other girls under the age of consent, this information was not shared with the police. Bichard detailed that;
 The inquiry did find errors, omissions, failures and shortcomings which are deeply shocking. Taken together, these were so extensive that one cannot be confident that it was not Ian Huntley alone who ‘slipped through the net’.
On inspection of Ian Huntley, Cambridge Constabulary came under great scrutiny, as Ian’s date of birth was incorrectly input onto the database and the Police National Computer (PNC) only checked him as Ian Nixon and not Ian Huntley, these were not the only failings as Huntley’s application for the post as caretaker at Soham Village College was not correctly reviewed and the school’s employment procedure highlighted errors in their recruitment process. Bichard suggested that Humberside Police and Social Services failed to identify Huntley’s behavioural pattern soon enough, stating that both observed each case separately. He suggested that direction on information sharing between Social workers, police and other professionals improved, allowing them the confidence to share information responsibly. (The Bichard Inquiry June 2004) There were many failings on many parties involved, this just gives a brief outline of the initial findings.

Conclusion
Whilst legislations are in place to protect our children from neglect and harm and to place them with loving families in the hope that they can lead a normal, happy life, to be given the opportunity of an education and to be free from poverty. It is imperative that organisations work alongside the authorities to ensure that children and young people are given the opportunities that they deserve. With new legislation aiming to place children with adoptive parents quicker, this will hopefully alleviate the problem of children with attachment problems which can be harmful to their future wellbeing. They need to be loved and nurtured the way life was intended. In order to safeguard and protect all children and young persons, that regular checks and employment criteria is taken seriously, especially when persons are known to the authorities, that every measure for preventing such persons working with children is put in place and procedures are followed.
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