Intro
This academic poster will be a display of the skills and qualities that influence the development of critical thinking in education. Three of the skills and qualities that will be discussed today are: analytical thinking, reflection and objectivity. Explanations as to why these elements of critical thinking are important and why it is imperative to obtain and maintain these skills throughout both during and after education, examples of when they have personally been implemented in my academic skills set, and how to correctly apply them when critically thinking, will all be included in this academic poster. 










Main Body
Analytical thinking
Analytical thinking is making clear, reasoned judgements that are based on interpreting, understanding and applying evidence, that have been gathered from observations, reading and experimentation. The purpose of analytical thinking is to use a methodical step-by-step approach in order to help break down complex problems. One way of ensuring that your thinking is critical, is to consider who, what, when, where, why and how, when looking at a problem from an analytical perspective. Rudyard Kipling has a lovely and simple way of remembering this:
‘I keep six honest serving men
They taught me all I know
Their names are what and where and when
And who and why and how’
An example of this is, in regards to my own academic skills set, I was provided with a task of analytically examining a journal article. This task included pulling out the main points from said article, examining the meaning of the text, understanding the perspective of the author, and producing a condensed piece of work in a concise manner, while extracting the focal points from the journal article. 
Reflection
Reflection, which is also referred to as reflective learning, is the process of revisiting, testing and thinking over what you have done. The system of active learning is to ensure you ask yourself the relevant questions, while reading through and reflecting on the piece of work that you have written. Examples of reflective questions to ask yourself when reading through your work are:
‘What do I want from this?’
‘What have I gained?’
‘Where and how will I use what I have learned?’
Reviewing what you write, as Burns and Sinfield state, ‘is essential for your learning and pragmatically it will enable you to produce your assignment.’ (Burns & Sinfield, 2016, pg. 107). 

Aside from using the tool of reading over your academic assignments, there are more physical ways to ensure you are being reflective to the best of your ability. An example of when I have been reflective in my own academic work, is keeping a journal. Keeping a journal can be a very convenient way of reflection in academic work. What is written in a journal is subjective depending on each individuals learning style, however with most journals there are either daily or weekly entries, that are carried out through a semester. Using a journal as a means of being reflective, may require having to reflect on course content, i.e. lecture notes.
Reflection is important in order to fully learn from experiences
According to Gibbs (1988) ‘It is not sufficient to have an experience in order to learn. Without reflecting on this experience it may quickly be forgotten, or its learning potential lost. 
 












Objectivity
Being objective is based on being more concerned with factual information, as opposed to being influenced by any personal opinions, feelings or biases. It is imperative to be fair when using objectivity in academic work and using words that ensure you are considering both sides of an argument. As times and people have evolved, ‘cognitive biases’ and ‘shortcuts in our thinking’ have become more apparent in academic analysation, especially within critical thinking. In order to maintain objectivity throughout academic assignments, it is important to have the mindset of ‘presume ourselves wrong until proven right.’ Implementing this mindset into this particular skill, will ensure an unopinionated view, and also avoidance of an inclination in favour of one of the arguments over the other. 
An example of when I have implemented being objective in my own learning, referring to the earlier piece of text where there was a brief explanation of my analysis of a journal article, it was imperative to remain impartial when considering and explaining the authors views and arguments. As explained previously, it is clear that it is almost effortless to fall into todays ‘cognitive biases’, and according to The School of Thought: ‘We are primed to see and agree with ideas that fit our preconceptions, and to ignore and dismiss information that conflicts with them’. 

Conclusion
It is clear to see that these three skills and qualities are incredibly important in ensuring critical thinking is being carried out. The key points to remember in terms of analytical thinking are:
To make clear reasoned JUDGEMENTS
That are based on applying EVIDENCE
It is important to use a METHODICAL approach
That assist in breaking down complex PROBLEMS

A few of the things to remember when being reflective are:
It is the process of REVISITING and TESTING
And it is important to always ask the RELEVANT questions

And lastly, the main points to bear in mind when being objective within an academic assignment are:
Always including FACTUAL INFORMATION
Ensuring the views discussed are UNOPINIONATED
[bookmark: _GoBack]And to also remain IMPARTIAL throughout critical thinking, or a critical analysis.


