HPHI7015 Portfolio Assessment One: Archival Exercise. Frederick Douglass.
Methodology statement 
My approach to researching this assignment was from the outset to seek a simple biographical path through the life of Frederick Douglass (1818 – 1895), escaped slave, anti-slavery campaigner and ‘acclaimed orator’,[footnoteRef:1] via primary archival sources. However, a hermeneutic approach of moving back and forth, and sometimes sideways, emerged. This new knowledge or interpretation then led me into further avenues of research. The Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild,[footnoteRef:2] for example, led to me locating Douglass on the passenger lists for the transatlantic crossings of the Cambria in 1845/1847 between which dates Douglass was on a lecture tour of Britain.   [1:  Jonathan P. Rossing, John R. McKivigan ‘Frederick Douglass’s Rhetorical Legacy’, Rhetoric Review, 37:1, (2018), 1-76 (p. 1) <doi.org/10.1080/07350198.2018.1395263>.]  [2:  Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild, Steamer Cambria (2000) <https://www.immigrantships.net/v3/1800v3/cambria18470421.html> [accessed 7 June 2021].] 

In addition, the apparently straightforward archival material itself thwarted a steady linear approach. The cluster of source material focused on the 1845 – 1847 lecture tour, in particular the Bulldozia list of multiple sources on the incidents on board the Cambria crossings, reflect a period of heightened political activity and media attention on Douglass being in Britain.[footnoteRef:3] What also prompted some dynamic research activity was chasing up what did not appear to be archived, and what could not be easily found. There was a ghostly absence of archival evidence of the presence of Douglass’s first wife, Ann Murray Douglass, at least at the depth to which I was able to conduct my search. As an example, whilst there is evidence of Ann Murray Douglass travelling with Douglass to Liverpool in 1845, there is no archival evidence of her presence on the return journey.  [3:  Bulldozia, Jim Crow in Britain <https://www.bulldozia.com/jim-crow/documents-1845/> <https://www.bulldozia.com/jim-crow/documents-1847/> (both accessed 9 June 2021).] 

The archive material catalogued here appears in date order beginning with the incidents on board the Cambria in 1845, when Frederick Douglass, accompanied by Ann Murray Douglas, embarked on his abolitionist lecture tour of Britain.
List of archival sources
1. Passenger list of Cunard’s Cambria liner, Boston to Liverpool, 3 October 1845.  ‘Frederick Douglass Lecturer.’ The context here is post British abolition and pre US abolition. The Liberator published Douglass’s account of a lecture that he was invited to give whilst on board that descended into a ‘mob’ of angry pro-slavers and slave owners.[footnoteRef:4] Douglass also wrote to the Liberator, the newspaper of his political associate William about being denied his first-class berth and being assigned to the steerage due to his colour.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Fair-use.org, The Liberator <http://fair-use.org/the-liberator/1845/09/26/the-liberator-15-39.pdf> [accessed 9 June 2021].]  [5:  Fair-use.org, The Liberator <http://fair-use.org/the-liberator/1845/10/03/the-liberator-15-40.pdf> [accessed 7 June 2021].] 
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2. Ann Murray Douglass listing on the Cambria Boston to Liverpool, 3 October 1845. ‘Mrs Douglass - Female.’ This is the only evidence I could locate of Ann Murray Douglass’s presence on the voyage.
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3. Return journey 21 April 1847, Liverpool to Boston, on the Cambria. The same issue occurred with Douglass’s berth as on the 1845 voyage to Liverpool. There is no record of Ann Murray Douglass on this voyage. 
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4. Letter to the Editor of The Times, from Frederick Douglass, published Wednesday 19 May 1847. The letter describes Douglass’s deprivation of his first-class berth on the journey back to Boston, again due to his colour.
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5. Letter to the Editor of the Times published Wednesday 14 April 1847 from S. Cunard, assuring the Editor that no further discrimination of the kind experienced by Douglass would take place on board any Cunard vessel.
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6. A further Letter to the Editor of the Times from Douglass, published Friday 7 July 1847, expressing his gratitude to the British people for their commendable treatment of him in person and in the press following news of his exclusion from his first-class berth on the Cambria. 
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7. The first edition of Frederick Douglass’s anti-slavery North Star Newspaper published 3 December 1847 in Rochester, New York. The first edition states that the paper will be ‘devoted to the causes of Liberty, Humanity and Progress,’ support enslaved people’s self-determination, and women’s rights.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Library of Congress Digital Collections, Frederick Douglass Newspapers, 1847 to 1874, About this collection <https://www.loc.gov/collections/frederick-douglass-newspapers/about-this-collection/> [accessed 7 June 2021]/] 
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8. Text of Frederick Douglass’s speech ‘What to the American Slave is the Fourth of July’, published in Frederick Douglass’ newspaper, Rochester New York, 9 July 1852. The text evidences Douglass’s skills in employing rhetoric to create a unique voice for Black Americans. It also signifies his rejection of: the Constitution as a pro-slavery document; Garrison; and the American Anti-Slavery Society.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Kevin R. McClure ‘Frederick Douglass’ use of comparison in his Fourth of July oration: A textual criticism’, Western Journal of Communication, 64:4, (2000) 425-444, p. 426 <DOI: 10.1080/10570310009374685>] 

Washington DC
Library of Congress
Call Number/Physical Location: Newspaper
Library of Congress Control Number: sn84026366
Reel Numbers: 0041755726a

Future directions for archival searches
What little evidence there is of Ann Murray Douglass life with her husband reveals the innate racism of that century’s white abolitionists, both in the US and Britain. This racism was aggravated by an uncomfortable intersectionality of class and gender.[footnoteRef:8] The Douglass’s daughter, Rosetta Douglass Sprague, attempted to remedy the negativity of her mother’s cultural and social reception with a rehabilitative biography of her mother published in 1900.[footnoteRef:9] The negativity appeared to be enduring, however, as 39 years later Rosetta Douglass Sprague was writing on the same subject for the Washington Afro-American newspaper.[footnoteRef:10] An archival search for evidence of Ann Murray Douglass’s political life and activism, including her role in the Underground Railroad and her role in the Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society, would be most worthwhile. [8:  Clare Midgley, Women Against Slavery: The British Campaigns, 1780-1870 (London & New York: Routledge, 1992), p 138.]  [9:  Rosetta Douglas Sprague, Anna Murray Douglass, My Mother As I Recall Her, 2nd edn. (Frederika Douglass Sprague Perry: 1923)  Library of Congress www.loc.gov/item/mfd.02007/ (accessed 07 June 2021).]  [10:  Google News, Washington Afro-American - Feb 4, 1939, <https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=GhAmAAAAIBAJ&sjid=ov0FAAAAIBAJ&dq=rosetta%20douglass%20sprague&pg=6461%2C5694685> [accessed 7 June 2021].
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