AHAH 4005: Introduction to Fieldwork
 History and Medieval Studies
Main Lectures Monday 16.15-18.05 LR 07
Convenor of History/Medieval Studies Component: Dr Bryn Willcock (B.willcock@tsd.ac.uk).

This module is run during terms 2 and 3 by the School of Archaeology, History and Anthropology.  This handbook will help guide you through the History/Medieval Studies component of the course.
Attendance at all these sessions is compulsory and naturally trips have been arranged to accommodate the numbers registered on the module. Attendance will be monitored for each session and you will be required to write about the sessions in your assessments. 
The module is an introduction for students to the various methodologies which lie at the core of the disciplines of Archaeology, History and Anthropology. Students will be given an opportunity to visit and experience practitioners in their chosen discipline, which will include site and archival visits. Students will be introduced to the various methodologies by which raw source materials are acquired and then used, exploring their research potential in relation to their chosen area of study. Students will also be encouraged to reflect on a variety of issues relating to the assemblage, storage, conservation and interpretation of research data. The research experience will be supported by formal teaching sessions to enable students to introduce various themes and issues to students and to help them complete their assessed work. The module is to expose them to, and inform them of, research experiences as a prerequisite to the more advanced study of research and research methodologies at levels 5 and 6.

Key to any serious historical study, and indeed at its heart, is the issue of sources. You should always be looking to keenly engage in primary material and this module looks in depth at how to locate, analyse and utilise primary source material. A core idea behind the module is how we progress from the primary source, right through to the area of publication. This module is designed to show a connection between how medieval sources can link to modern history. The course also shows that archives are key to an understanding of history and archives, by necessity require you to be proactive in seeking out and viewing materials. In many ways the history book that you consult, is the finished product of research that must begin with the original sources.  Some of the varied source materials that you will view have never been published. These documents can include everything from wills and marriage licences, to Workhouse records, shipping logs, diaries, even beer consumption records of the first students at Trinity. 

Students are encouraged to see history from a wider perspective. History is not just about books, it is an entity which encompasses many more aspects and is ever changing. One of the key aspects of this course is to experience how historical information is collected, stored, retrieved and interpreted in the construction of different historical narratives.
MODULE AIMS
AIM(S) 
· To gain an insight into the experience and role of recognised practitioners in the field of either Archaeology or History or Anthropology; 

· To encourage skills in the interpretation of research data and archival research; 

· To acquire some knowledge about the assemblage and organisation of research data from relevant source materials

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

By the end of this module students should be able to: 

· Demonstrate a knowledge of the practice and methodologies of either Archaeology, History or Anthropology; 

· Identify a range of different sources and research materials as they relate to either the study of Archaeology, History or Anthropology; 

· Display an understanding of how interpretations are drawn from a variety of different research data; 

· Demonstrate an awareness of wider Heritage and Heritage management issues associated with the study of either Archaeology, History or Anthropology; 

The Field Trips
The field trip to Strata Florida, will involve students being outside, and of course the weather is unpredictable. You should ensure that you bring warm clothing, suitable footwear (i.e. not high heels) and be prepared for rain, we do not provide umbrellas! There is little walking required on the days. You should also make sure that you bring food and soft drinks with you, along with money. If you travel badly then consider bringing a sick bag, although none of the destinations are more than one hour away. Also very important is the need to bring pens/pencils and notepaper to keep a record of your experiences and maintain an eye on the course components. It is wise for safety reasons to leave cameras at home and these are not required in the module. Please be aware that when you are visiting any repository where original documents are stored and brought out for use, you will be required to use a pencil rather than a pen for taking notes. Pens are banned! Your day out at Strata Florida will require you to bring a packed lunch, there is only a small shop on site.  Finally … YOU MUST BE IN TIME FOR THE BUS!
Strata Florida 
In addition to the background lecture, we have arranged, for those studying History and Medieval Studies to go out into the field with their Archeological and Anthropological colleagues. The purpose of this is to see History from another approach and to show how information can be obtained, assessed, correlated and utilized. Historical finds can revolutionize our approach and thinking about history. The site of Strata Florida (a former Cistercian Abbey) has been one of Trinity’s most important research projects since the 1990s and what you will see is an ongoing project to fully document the site since its Iron Age origins. The trip will enable us to look at the adjoining graveyard to see some historical lessons that may surprise you (see below).
More information about the site, alongside an introduction, can be found here:

http://www.trinitysaintdavid.ac.uk/en/archaeologyhistoryandanthropology/stratafloridaproject/
The Graveyard Survey 
What can a graveyard tell us about history? Do graves tell us more about how people lived, than how they died? Which graves have remained preserved and protected and why? Whose lives do they represent? Should graveyards remain sacred and untouched forever, or would that give the dead priority of the living? Looking at graveyards can provide a rich source of information about the changing nature of rituals, language, religions, attitudes, social class and commemoration. These are just some aspects that students are asked to consider as they are taken out on a graveyard survey. Here the emphasis is on how history is remembered and portrayed as well as how it is preserved. 
 The National Library 
It is crucial that students are able to access and utilize archives. For this reason, students will be taken to the National Library at Aberystwyth, which is patent library holding a vast variety of books, art, sound recordings and other artifacts. Students will be given a tour of the facilities and shown the possibilities which they will have access to in their future studies. The Library is an important asset to your future studies and you should make full use of it. Students are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to take out preliminary membership (on-line) before they visit. Membership can then be completed when you reach the library where you must bring two forms of ID, one of which must show your Welsh address.

You should start the process on-line at:

http://www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id=63
The trip will also take you to the Museum where you will have a chance to view the items on display and will be given the chance to meet the Museum’s very helpful curator, Ms Carrie Canham. The day will also give you the opportunity to visit the archives at Ceredigion where you will handle select materials from the archives.
Archives
With such an important component of the course being centered upon archives, we will give you the opportunity to handle (and this is meant literally) a wide variety of primary sources. You will be encouraged to consider how these sources may be used in research and what the sources can teach us about history.
Timetable of Lectures

Week One 28/01 Introduction (BW)

Week Two 04/02 Getting the most from Archives (JB)

Week Three 11/2 Graveyard Survey Lecture (QD)

Week Four 18/2 Researching the history of an institution: Strata Florida and the Cistercians (JB)

Week Five 25/2 Trip to Strata Florida (BW/QD/EB)

Week Six 4/3 Forgeries and Fakes (JS)

Week Seven 11/3 – Genealogy and the Historian (AB) 
Week Eight 18/3 – Trip to Archives/NLW/Museum (BW) Full details will be announced.
Week Nine 25/3 – Roderic Bowen Archives (AA/ JB) Two groups

Week Ten 22/4 – Conclusions and Guide to Field Report (BW)
Course Assessment:

Field Journal (Due: 22 March - 2000 words): Here students are expected to provide a journal which chronicles the lectures up to 11/3. What did you learn from the lectures? What sources did they encourage you to view? How might sources be forged or suspect? How might these sources aid you in your future research? This journal should also encompass your trip to Strata Florida and your graveyard survey. What were your impressions of the site? What did you learn about the remains and about their excavation? What did you learn during your graveyard survey about the way people are remembered and how this has changed over time? What does the graveyard tell us about changing social status and about the nature of language on gravestones? Remember that there will be a guide lecture for this on Feb 11.
Field Report: (Due May 7th: 2000 words). This will be a journal of your experiences in the world of archives so you are expected to chronicle what you have learned and discovered since the lectures of 11/3 onwards.  How might sources help you to understand your own family history? What sources did you view?  Did the sources viewed surprise you? Did they demonstrate the wide variation of archival sources that are at your disposal? Did the archives provide ideas about where you might take sure future research? Were the archives useful to you, if so how? What did you learn about how items are preserved and kept? Who makes the decisions on what is kept and what criteria is used? The report should contain an overall assessment of the module and assess whether it has broadened your historical perspectives and given you ideas about the nature, scope and location of archive material.
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www.unesco.org/webworld/portal​_archives (contact details for local record office)
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www.hospitalrecords.pro.gov.uk (A substantial list of where to find hospital records – see also www.wellcome.ac.uk) www.monasticwales.org (a website giving, among other things, bibliographical and archival sources for the monastic houses of medieval Wales 
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