Task 3 Research Report.

Task 1. The purpose of my research is to find the barriers, challenges, inaccessibility environments and limited education for young disability. The scope is Integrated support for those with complex needs, as outlined in NICE guidelines. (NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH AND CARE 2 EXCELLENCE) 
 I am going to conduct a journals and newsletters of resent events about disabilities.
Current issues facing people with disabilities include persistent social stigma and discrimination, significant barriers to employment, and challenges with accessibility in public life and services. These issues are often exacerbated by economic hardship, leading to increased loneliness, isolation, and difficulty accessing essential services like healthcare and adequate financial support. Additionally, some disability-related reforms have raised concerns about the potential for reduced support and increased anxiety among disabled individuals.
These are some of the known facts so far: Employment and financial hardship
· Employment barriers: 
Disabled people face significant hurdles in finding and keeping jobs, and some employers may write them off due to their disability. 
· Increased costs: 
Disabled individuals often face higher costs for things like healthcare and equipment, which can be exacerbated by economic pressures. 
· Inadequate support: 
Existing support systems are not always sufficient, with many disabled people feeling that cost-of-living payments are not enough to cover their increased costs. 
1 source by The House of Lords Library:
People with disabilities can face additional barriers when trying to access services. The World Health Organisation has stated disability comes from these barriers rather the related impairment. Barriers can include online services that are not accessible, infrastructure that can be physically inaccessible and attitudinal barriers. The government has introduced policies to help address these barriers, but disability charities have argued these have not been sufficient. (Charley Coleman 2024)
2 source by disability news service.
Hundreds of disabled people and professionals across the UK fed into the inquiry by the all-party parliamentary group for access to disability equipment, which found an “inconsistent” community equipment system that was in crisis due to fragmentation, underinvestment, and a lack of leadership.
The inquiry heard of disabled children missing school because the correct hoists had not arrived; disabled adults unable to live independently and forced out of their jobs because repairs to equipment were taking months; and carers driven to “physical and emotional exhaustion”.
It found too many disabled people faced long delays, unsuitable equipment and “a lack of joined up support” within the system, which provides equipment such as grab rails, hoists, wheelchairs, ramps, specialist mattresses, and assistive technology. (John Pring 30.Oct.2025)
3 source by Disability Right UK
Since Labour came to office in July 2024, the hostility of Government policy towards Disabled people has been truly shocking. The Government refuses to consider and act on the evidence. There are now 16 million Disabled people, up from 14 million. We comprise a fifth of the population. We live in an aging society, which means more impairments and health conditions. We have a failing NHS with massive waiting lists, resulting in higher levels of impairments and health conditions. We have shockingly high poverty levels, which leads to increased mental distress and ill health. We are living through a COVID pandemic that is leaving a significant number of us with long term health conditions including thousands of young people. Rather than base policies on this evidence, the Government chooses to ignore it. That is a political choice. 
Disabled people flash red on every indicator of wellbeing and success. We are disproportionately living in poverty. Our food, energy and medication costs are higher, our educational attainment rates are lower, our employment rates are lower. We struggle to get the public services we need such as social care education support and health care. We live in a society not designed with our needs in mind, resulting in our homes being inaccessible, public transport and the street environment being hard to navigate. This is wilfully ignored by the Government, those with the power to change it. ( Fazilet Hadi)
	Quantitative research
	Qualitative research
	

	It involves analysing and collection of numerical data
	It involves gathering non numerical data explores feelings, opinions, and lived experience. 
	


Task 2:





The Effect of Transport Accessibility on the Social Inclusion of Wheelchair Users: A Mixed Method Analysis.
In recent years the accessibility of London buses has improved with the introduction of ramps and wheelchair priority areas. These advances are meant to remove physical barriers to entering the bus, but new conflicts have arisen particularly over the physical space aboard. We aimed to research the barriers faced by wheelchair users in public transport using a mixed methods approach to establish the breadth of issues faced by wheelchair users. To this end we quantified the push-force used alight a bus and a study to understand the coping mechanisms used by people to propel up a ramp. This quantitative approach found push forces which resulted in a load of 2 to 3 times body weight being transferred through people’s shoulders, forces which can be directly linked to shoulder injury. This could disable the user further, preventing them from being able to push their wheelchair. Alongside the quantitative study, we conducted qualitative research comprising of several in-depth interviews with wheelchair users about the barriers they face in public transport. Our main claim, highlighted through this interdisciplinary collaboration, is that proposed ‘solutions’ to accessibility, such as ramps, often generate problems of their own. These barriers can affect the life of wheelchair users, impacting on their confidence and causing social isolation. These can be long-term in nature or immediate.
Public transport is incredibly important to disabled people in Great Britain. In a recent report analysing secondary data by Jolly, Priestley and Matthews (2006) it was found disabled people attach a greater importance to and almost half are totally reliant on public transport for each journey they take. The main reason for public transport reliance is a lack of access to a car. However, disabled people travel a third less than the general public (Miller, Gillinson, & Huber, 2006). When public transport is not accessible then mobility cannot happen, which in turn can isolate people from the economic, political and social life of the community (Kenyon, Lyons, & Rafferty, 2002). There are 1.2 million wheelchair users in England (National Health Services Modernisation Agen cy, 2004). Wheelchair users have specific access needs as most find gaps and steps difficult to overcome, therefore a ramp is needed to overcome the naturally occur ring gap between the footway and the bus. Specific to London, guidelines have been developed for accessible bus stop design, and accessible buses (Mayor of London, 2006). A key guideline in this document is the need for a wheelchair accessible space and an interface between the bus and footway which results in a ramp gradient of less than 12% (7 degrees). It is believed this gradient is a compromise between reducing the necessary push force needed to ascend or descend the ramp, and the requirements of the built environment.

Provide a brief overview of quantitative and qualitative research approaches, including their characteristics and differences:





Provide an overview of primary and secondary data collection.
	Primary data collection:
	Secondary data collection

	Primary data collection: collecting information from interviews and researching for a specific topic
	[bookmark: _Hlk213429724]collecting already interviews and research and analysing them.




In my research for 3 sources, I used secondary data collection because its already written by professionals in the field. The literature reviews and focus groups is more focused on the research.




