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[bookmark: _Toc39140424]Introduction

The case study to be considered for assessing the vulnerability of the child is Baby Hamza.  Children and the young people under diverse circumstances can be considered as vulnerable. In the selected case study, the child was not only vulnerable owing to his age that was found to be 4 years but also, he was defenceless. He could not protect himself from the brutality displayed by his mother. One of the factors that indicated  issues in the case of baby Hamza is that although the baby was four years, yet at the time of the discovery he was found wearing a baby-grow that was for a baby aged six to nine months and was also cuddling a teddy bear. Further, on examining the dead body it was found that the baby weighed 1,950 grams (4lb 5oz) only. This indicated that the baby died of starvation. This is very  unusual for an average family because in most of the houses special care is taken with the health of the child but nothing was done by Hamza’s mother.


[bookmark: _Toc39140425]Case study

Demonstrate your knowledge of the specific issues of the case, including theoretical, policy and professional perspectives.
With regards, to the case of baby Hamza, the specific issues surrounded near the negligence displayed by the child’s mother. The weight, height and the visible collar bones and ribs under the skin of the child indicated that the child was undernourished. Furthermore, the mother did not take him to the healthcare professionals nor allowed them to visit him. Additionally, the neighbours also testified that he was provided one meal a day; while another individual testified that Hamza used to eat from his own nappy and slept in urine-soaked bed. His mother remained drunk and never interacted with any social or healthcare worker. From the theoretical perspective, this act is equivalent to the act of man slaughtering (itv.com, 2013). 
From the perspective of the policies, UNICEF had entailed a list of rights under the “Convention on the Rights of the child”. As per the article 3 (best interest of the child),  Hamza’s mother needed to make decisions that were primarily in concern with the child so that the outcome could be in favour of the child’s growth (unicef.org.uk, 2020). However, in this case not only the mother is at fault but also the neighbours who did not notify the local child welfare agencies. Moreover, there was also the violation of the article 19 which signifies that the children are to be protected against all form of abuse and violence. However, baby Hamza was starved to death. On the other hand, from the perspective of professionals, all the agencies failed to recognise this despite being turned away by Hamza’s mother. In regards she had also turned way the teachers of the other children, healthcare and social workers along with the police were turned around 8 times (itv.com, 2013).

Draw on any evidence you feel is relevant but it may be that the child, young person or family were living in specific circumstances which might have indicated a higher level of vulnerability. What do you feel were the risk factors?

[bookmark: _Toc39140426]The living condition along with the scattered pieces of biscuits indicated that hamza along with his other siblings were living in an unhealthy condition. The image in the news clearly indicates that the child was living in an unhealthy condition. Moreover, the drinking habit of the mother was the major risk factor that led to the worsening of the condition of the child. This is because, due to excessive drinking she lost all her rationality and could not manage her responsibilities well. Further, the other risk factors that could be associated with the case study is that the health and social care workers despite of the repetitive information along with incorporation displayed by Hamza’s social worker did not take any stringent action. This further allowed the inhumane act. therefore, other than the negligence displayed by the mother, the lack of engagement displayed by the local agencies and the father are equally liable for the death of Baby Hamza









Analysis

1. Explain the process of intervention by relevant health and social care agencies and current relevant policy.
As per the UK-wide study conducted with respect to child maltreatment, 1 in 5 children experience diverse forms of abuse either from their family members or carers (learning.nspcc.org.uk, 2020). In this regard, the intervention process to be undertaken by the health and social care worker can be defined based on the Common Assessment Framework (CFA). As per the study conducted by Baloun et al. (2016), the aim of CFA is to support the early intervention and improvise the multiagency working. These are based on the developmental needs of the child along with the parenting capacity and family and environmental factors.
Depending on the information collected from the framework, seven stages of family intervention approach are involved. Further the level of intervention to be taken into consideration can be segregated as universal response, early support response, targeted early response Nd statutory early response. The level is determined as per the situation faced by the child or the family. As in the case of Baby Hamza, the family was unable to cope with the deteriorating situation; hence, statutory response was the intervention level required.
The current relevant legislations associated with the safeguarding interests of the children include “Children Act 1989 (the 1989 Act) and the Children Act 2004 (the 2004 Act)” (assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2020). Under these legislative acts, the key policy states that the statutory safeguarding partners include the local authority, the clinical commissioning group and the police. All the agencies must work collaboratively for protecting and promoting the child welfare. Along with this, it is crucial to identify and support the children at risk (learning.nspcc.org.uk, 2020).

2. Identify the point at which the child, young person or family became the subject of assessment by health and social care agencies, and what action the agencies or a specific agency decided to take.

As per the case study, Baby Hamza was a subject of assessment long back. However, the healthcare agent, along with social workers and the police did not take any stringent action despite repetitive information and avoidance displayed by the mother in letting them investigate.  Even after the death of the child in 2009, for two years no assessment was done, although the father of Hamza reported to the police about the deteriorating condition of his wife. Besides, the neighbours also showed concern about the crying children (Itv.com, 2013). The child was the subject assessment when he was observed by the neighbours as being malnourished and found to be living in unhealthy condition. 
However, the actions were taken by PCSO, when an inexperienced officer notices an unbearable smell that came out of the house after the death of the child. As that time after their fifth attempt, on threatening Amanda Hutton, they could carry out the investigation. This is the point when for the first-time investigation was done. However, the requirement for the assessment was too late; yet at this point, the police had worked hard to punish the culprit of Hamza. Thus, in this case study, no noteworthy actions were taken by the specific agencies like the police department or the healthcare workers or the social agencies to help  Hamza to live a healthy life. They had made the visits but displayed negligence towards their job role as they never took it seriously that the non-cooperative actions displayed by the mother needed attention.





3. Discuss and evaluate current policy and the roles of multi-disciplinary services within the case study and the potential impact of their actions on the children, young people and family.

As suggested by Munro (2019), child protection and measures to safeguard them from diverse vulnerable situation is one of the crucial areas that has been gaining momentum after the highlighting of diverse cases like baby Hamza. In regards, various laws and policies have been formulated that emphasises on the multi-disciplinary as per the intervention level required for the welfare of the child. One of the current policies in this regard is that the multiagency workers must provide an explanation for the action that is to be undertaken with respect to the safeguarding concerns. This is imperative also in the event associated with allegations being made against the member of the staff. Moreover, as  part of the contingency policy, mothers must be provided with the information related to the first aid and so such that emergency could be handled. Further, the child safeguarding practices must be reviewed at both local and national levels such that the risk of occurrence of the similar incidents could be reduced significantly (assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc39140427]The multiagency that needed to be involved in the case of baby hamza so that the heinous act could be stopped was the local authority. They were liable for following up the complaint that was made by the neighbour’s and others about the condition of Hamza along with getting involved with suspect for safeguarding Hamza. Parallel responsibilities are entrusted on the police along with this in serious situation like antagonism displayed by Hamza’s mother, it was their responsibility to take the child under police protection (citizensadvice.org.uk, 2020). Along with this, the other multiagency that had the right to intervene with the case of baby Hamza were the healthcare visitors, youth and community workers and teachers of the siblings of baby Hamza and so on. However, despite of the policies formulated by the local safeguarding children board, theses agencies failed to carry out their responsibilities. Hence, this led to the death of the child in starving condition.

 













Evaluation

Provide a critical analysis of the responses of the relevant agencies.
As per the study conducted by Turner et al. (2017), child abuse is becoming one of the rising crimes across the globe. It is crucial that stringent policies must be formulated to enhance the implications of the safeguarding measures and active participation of the diverse agencies. In the case of baby Hamza, apart from the negligence displayed by the child’s mother, multiagency workers like health visitors and even the police are equally responsible for the death of the child. This is because despite of the complaints made the police along with the healthcare workers also visited but none could make a successful visit. This, is because, Amnada Hutton either did not respond to the ringing door bells or did not allow them to check the child. 
Despite of such avoidance displayed by Hamza’s mother none of the workers had considered that something is wrong with the child and the mother. Hence, such a negligence displayed by the agency workers led to the death of the child. On the other hand, if the relevant agencies would had taken the matter seriously by reporting to the local authority the responses displayed by Hamza’s mother then necessary measures would have been taken that would had saved the life of the innocent child.

Provide a critical evaluation based on your perspective of what could have been done differently. Provide recommendations for improvements required 
On assessing the case study of baby Hamza, it could be retrieved that the death of the child was the outcome of the negligence displayed by both the mother of the child along with the diverse agencies.  Hence, in accordance to this case study, diverse things could have been done differently. This could of led  to a different outcome that would have been less painful. In regard to this , the first act that demanded a massive change was with response to the staff of diverse agencies. 

Recommendations for improvement with respect to the baby Hamza case study

1. As suggested by Peckover and Golding (2017), diverse agencies associated with safeguarding the rights of children needs to play their roles effectively irrespective of the situations faced by them. Henceforth, they should be provided with adequate training so that they could deal with the respective situation properly. Further, it is vital that stringent action should be taken immediately against suspected adult on not allowing proper investigation or on not cooperating with the workers.

2. As per the study conducted by Masten and Monn (2015), family and carers are among the few that cause child abuse. Henceforth, it is vital that these peoples must be directed to participate in training sessions at regular intervals such that it becomes possible to increase their positive participation in reducing the cases of child abuse. 


[bookmark: _Toc39140428]Conclusion

The case study revealed an atrocious act that a child of 4 year named Hamza faced the negligence behaviour displayed by the mother due to her drinking habit. Moreover, the staff of the diverse agencies such as the health visitors along with the police also displayed irresponsibility in dealing with the situation on being contacted. Hence, this led to the death of the child owing to starvation. Therefore, it is vital to develop some stringent polices for dealing with such people.


[bookmark: _Toc39140429]Reference list

assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2020. Working Together to Safeguard Children. A guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children [online] Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/779401/Working_Together_to_Safeguard-Children.pdf [Accessed 6 Apr. 2020].


assets.publishing.service.gov.uk., 2020. Reporting and acting on child abuse and neglect [online] Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/539615/Reporting_and_acting_on_child_abuse_and_neglect_-_annexes__web_.pdf [Accessed 6 Apr. 2020].

Baloun, L., Kudláček, M., Sklenaříková, J., Ješina, O. and Migdauová, A., 2016. Czech self-efficacy scale for physical education majors towards children with disabilities. Acta Gymnica, 46(1), pp.44-54.


citizensadvice.org.uk, 2020. Organisations responsible for dealing with child abuse. [online] Available at: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/family/children-and-young-people/child-abuse/what-is-child-abuse/organisations-responsible-for-dealing-with-child-abuse/ [Accessed 6 Apr. 2020].

itv.com, 2013. Mummified boy hidden in house of squalor for two years. [online] Available at: https://www.itv.com/news/2013-10-03/mummified-boy-hidden-in-house-of-squalor-for-two-years/ [Accessed 6 Apr. 2020].

itv.com, 2013. Troubling questions raised in the Hamzah Khan and Keanu Williams cases. [online] Available at: https://www.itv.com/news/2013-10-04/troubling-questions-in-the-hamzah-khan-and-keanu-william-cases/ [Accessed 6 Apr. 2020].

learning.nspcc.org.uk, 2020. Child abuse and neglect in the UK today | NSPCC Learning. [online] Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/pre-2013/child-abuse-neglect-uk-today/ [Accessed 6 Apr. 2020].

learning.nspcc.org.uk, 2020. Child protection system for England | NSPCC Learning. [online] Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/england/ [Accessed 6 Apr. 2020].

Masten, A.S. and Monn, A.R., 2015. Child and family resilience: A call for integrated science, practice, and professional training. Family Relations, 64(1), pp.5-21.
Munro, E., 2019. Effective child protection. SAGE Publications Limited.

Peckover, S. and Golding, B., 2017. Domestic abuse and safeguarding children: critical issues for multiagency work. Child abuse review, 26(1), pp.40-50.
Turner, W., Hester, M., Broad, J., Szilassy, E., Feder, G., Drinkwater, J., Firth, A. and Stanley, N., 2017. Interventions to improve the response of professionals to children exposed to domestic violence and abuse: a systematic review. Child abuse review, 26(1), pp.19-39.

unicef.org.uk, 2020. UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) - Unicef UK. [online] Available at: https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/ [Accessed 6 Apr. 2020].




11

