Essay one: How might the Code of Ethics help to reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in the police? 
Introduction:
This essay will be discussing the Code of Ethics and how the Code of Ethics helps to increase the public confidence with the police force to reduce incidents of professional misconduct. 
Firstly, I will be talking about what the Code of Ethics are and why they are vital to be used by police during every incident they attend. What are the Code of Ethics? The Code of Ethics was created by the College of Policing, and they are the main structure and body of modern-day policing, the Code of Ethics sets a standard in which all police personnel must adhere to throughout their career. The intended purpose of the Code of Ethics is to allow policing staff to use their professional judgment and to ensure they are doing the right thing and making sure they are constantly reinforcing themselves with the standards and values of policing during every incident and interaction with the public as well as other members of staff. The Code of Ethics is not just a slogan or some idea which is just to be printed off and stuck on walls, it is the main framework of what policing is and should be, if officers/staff do not take on the Code of Ethics then the public are not going to be able to trust the police to be fair and ethical which means they are not going to be supportive of police action and not assist in upholding the law, which in turn will create more work for police. (College of Policing , 2014)
The Code of Ethics are comprised into two categories: Policing principles and Standards of professional behaviour. The Policing Principles are:
· Accountability
· Fairness
· Honesty 
· Integrity
· Objectivity 
· Leadership
· Openness
· Respect
· Selflessness 
(College of Policing , 2014)
Without using these key principles then the there is going to be a reduced public confidence, one survey shows that 42% of people who took part in the survey felt as if police did not treat them with fairness and that their reports were not taken seriously, this also led to the survey stating that 43% of victims would not report a crime again after being ‘let down’ by the police and justice system. (VictimsCommissoner, 2021)
The Second Category is Standards of professional behaviour, these are the following:
· Honesty and integrity 
· Authority, respect, and courtesy
· Equality and diversity 
· Use of force
· Orders and instructions
· Confidentiality 
· Fitness for work
· Conduct 
· Challenging and reporting improper conduct

(College of Policing , 2014)
These behaviours are what will affect the public confidence in the police, if one of these behaviours are not taken seriously then there will be an increase in professional misconduct and the public confidence in the police will plumet. 
To reduce the incidents of professional misconduct and increase the public confidence in the police this Code of Ethics will need to be always adhered to. I will take the last standard of professional behaviour which is the challenging and reporting improper conduct. Challenging and reporting improper conduct is when an officer or someone who is in the policing force makes a remark or goes against one of the Code of Ethics. It is your duty and to adhere to the Code of Ethics to challenge this sort of behaviour, even if the person says it was a joke, this behaviour is not tolerated in society and especially not in a professional policing environment. This must be challenged by yourself towards the officer and reported to the supervisor for improper conduct.
If this sort of behaviour is not reported then the officer and other officers more then likely do it again and carry on, if a member of the public sees or hears this improper conduct, what might they think? They may feel as if the police are not professional and will not have confidence with the police.
In 2016, the Met Police had a 70% confidence rate from the public but in recent years as of March 2022 the public confidence has dramatically decreased to 40% (Casey, 2023) due to stories police officers using their powers in order to commit crime, recently charged officers such as PC Mohammad Rahman who used police databases to access information without reasonable grounds (Renyolds, 2023). As well as the officer who has shot and killed Chris Kaba which has resulted in protests police further decreasing the public confidence in police (Ross, 2023)
In conclusion, the Code of Ethics are there to give officers the framework to help them with decision-making and how to engage with the members of the public in a way that they will provide a positive outcome to the victim’s life. During a student officer training the Code of Ethics will be drilled into them constantly and they will need to be able to demonstrate these characteristics and show that they can apply the code of ethics into the real world situations, after a few years of being in the force officers could forget their training and revert back to their own style of policing which can be wrong and against the code of ethics. It only takes one officer to be caught out for the media to find out which will decrease the public’s confidence in police. Other officers and staff will need to challenge and report improper behaviour or educate the officers that do not adhere to the code of ethics, no matter what role, rank or length of service, no officer or staff member has immunity of not adhering to the standards of professional behaviour and the policing principles and in turn the public confidence will gradually start to increase but will be over a long period of time.
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Essay Two: How effective is a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders? 

In this essay I will be discussing how effective is a multi-agency approach to manage sexual and violent offenders. I will be discussing the psychological impact that abuse will have on victims as well as evaluating the effectiveness of current public protection services. I will move onto assessing the role and the impact Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) has on managing the sexual and violent offenders and analyse the potential links between organised crime and the issues of the public protection. I will be providing examples throughout this essay relating to case studies where law enforcement personnel have used their powers of trust to commit these serious public protection offences.
Domestic abuse is one form of abuse in which millions of victims every year, the NCDV state that in 2022 there were 2.4 million victims of domestic abuse and ‘1 in 5 adults experience Domestic Abuse during their lifetime’ (NCDV, 2023). Where victims have been exposed to abuse, there also comes some psychological impact on the victims’ lives, (Medical News Today, 2023) (MNT), which has been reviewed by PsyD Lori Lawrenz, states that ‘abuse can have several long and short-term effect. These might be physical, psychological, or both’. MTD goes on to state that the short-term effect can lead to guilt, powerlessness, fear, anxiety, and shame, this can lead to the long-term effects of depression, substance misuse and loss of sense of self-worth and abilities. 
When a victim feels ready to report this abuse or the abuse has been reported by a third party then the victim can be referred to receive current public protection practices which work as a multi-agency with police. The police have a specialist team that are experts in dealing with sensitive matters such as abuse. The PPU (Public Protection Unit) deal with people who have already been exposed to abuse and have become victims of said abuse and deal with people who are on the verge of becoming victims and their aim is to prevent this or manage this from happening. The PPU team deals with a lot of cases ranging from child sexual exploitation (CSE) to human trafficking and domestic abuse (HMICFRS, 2023)
There are multiple public protections approaches which can be used to protect vulnerable people, one of these approaches is MAPPA. MAPPA stands for Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements, these arrangements happen following a MARAC, Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference. MAPPA’s main role is to assess and manage the risk of serious offenders. These offenders are comprised into 3 categories; CAT 1: Registered Sexual Offenders; CAT 2: Violent Offenders, who have been imprisoned for at least 12months and then CAT 3: Which are ‘Other Violent Offenders’ who do not fall under CAT 1 & 2 but have been risk assessed and do pose as a violent offender.

MAPPA works with a range of other agencies such as the police, children services, youth offending teams, the Home Office, local housing agencies and adult social care. When a risk has been identified then MAPPA will be made aware and have their own assessments and decide if the offenders fall into one of their categories. When MAPPA is involved, the offenders will remain as a MAPPA offender for either life or less than 6 months, depending on the offence committed and the offenders sentencing. (Ministry of Justice , 2019)

Studies show that in 2019 there was a decrease in reoffending from CAT 1 & 2 MAPPA offenders, in 2000 there was a 29% reoffending rate and then once MAPPA was introduced in 2000 the reoffending rate dropped to 16% in 2004. These statistics show that in the first 4 years of MAPPA being introduced that reoffending rates had dropped significantly. Studies also show that where MAPPA offenders have reoffended, within a year a significant percentage of these reoffenders were eligible to be classed as non-serious. (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021)

Unfortunately, there are many instances where police have used their position of trust to exploit and use their police powers to commit public protection offences. “Since 2016 more than 600 reports of officers abusing their powers for sexual purposes have led to over 200 investigations by the IOPC”. The IOPC is the independent officer for police conduct, and they investigate reports/allegations of incidents where officer have abused their powers. The IPOC state that there have been 643 referrals for abuse of position between 2016 – 2020 and the most frequent form of abuse was for sexual purposes. As stated above by the IOPC there are more than 600 reports and only 200 were investigated, this can be due to there not being staff or resources available for these investigations to take place and that means the public are being let down by not getting the justice they deserve (BBC NEWS, 2021)
The HMIRCFRS and IOPC both work together to protect members of the public from police officers and staff that commit public protection offences and aim to prosecute and make the officers/staff accountable. PC Stephen Mitchell from Northumbria police, in 2011 PC Mitchell was sentenced to two life sentences after being found guilty of two rape offences, three indecent assaults and six counts of misconduct. Once there were reports made by victims the IOPC and HMIRCRFS carry out their own investigation which is independent from the police. (HMICFRS, 2017)
In conclusion to this essay, it is evident that a multi-agency approach does seem to work and helps to manage violent and sexual offenders to help rehabilitate and help to give them the support they need as well as to the victims with the PPU units, however, it appears more work needs to be done to make the reoffending instances lower and more resources need to be available for the IOPC and HMICRS for more investigations to make place to manage violent and sexual offenders even for the small majority of police officers that are sworn to protect the public. 
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Essay three: 

To what extent is ‘lifestyle’ theory an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious and Organised Crime? 

In this essay, I will discuss the lifestyle theories and how they reflect on certain vulnerable people on becoming victims of Serious and Organised crime. I start off with what it means to be a victim and what victimisation is and then will go onto explain the theories of victimology and the lifestyle theories. I will be discussing the theories about the onset of offending and will investigate the impact of early intervention of offending. Finally, I will be assessing the developing issue of youth gangs targeting vulnerable people.



Understand concepts and theories of how a person becomes a victim. 

Firstly, what is a victimisation? Victimisation has been defined by (eLawTalk, 2021) as ‘the outcome of an individual or institution’s intentional action to exploit, oppress, or harm someone else’ and adds that as a result of these action it can cause ‘psychological, emotional, physical, sexual, or economic harm to the victim’. A victim is someone who has been exposed to violence, theft, destruction etc, there are many ways a person can become a victim. There are a few theories and concepts of how a person becomes a victim. These are called the 4 theories of Victimology. 
· Victim Precipitation Theory 
· Lifestyle Theory 
· Deviant Place Theory 
· Routine Activities Theory
Victim Precipitation Theory is when a person causes themselves to become a victim whether that be passively or actively, for example, a person who is annoying, obnoxious or ‘cocky’ can actively make themselves a victim if they were to annoy/wind up another person who for ex



• Understand theories about the onset of offending 




• Understand the impact of early intervention on offending curve


 
• Analyse the developing issue of youth gangs targeting vulnerable people, or people at risk of harm 
.
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