What motivates groups or individuals to engage in acts of terrorism? Answers should reference specific perpetrators and incidents as examples.

This report paper will examine the motivation behind terrorism and investigate specific people and attacks in recent history as well as the history of the act itself. Terrorism has existed since the invention of gunpowder, but modern terrorism often uses a new tactic of hiding under the guise of religious ideology which can be traced back to Western political activity in the Middle East prior to World War II (Cooper, 2005). Most recently, Europe saw a wave of attacks in the mid 2010’s with the UK, France, and Germany, among others, being targeted (Horvat, 2010).
Lebanese civil war
Modern terrorism is a violent attack intended to instil terror in the victims and perceived enemies (Rubin et al, 2008). One of the weapons in this arsenal is known as suicide bombing or “the poor man’s atomic bomb” (Poor- Toulabi, 2022). In 1982, during the Lebanese civil war, two suicide bombers from the terrorist group Hezbollah attacked and killed 241 US soldiers and injured hundreds more (Marshall, 2012). President Reagan was forced to respond and so sent more troops into Beirut to keep the peace (Reich, 1984). However, President Assad of Syria saw this as part of a conspiracy between the USA and Israel to destabilise the Middle East and destroy the power of the Arab nations (Bar-Siman-Tov, 1998). As a result, Syria allied itself with Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran who allowed Assad access to ammunition for this new weapon in the form of vulnerable Shi’ite Muslims who were brainwashed into believing that killing themselves along with as many enemies as possible at the same time would get them into heaven (Burki, 2011). Iran used tens of thousands of young boys as bomb defusers by making them walk through minefields to clear the way for the Iranian infantry behind them (Theroux, 2006). This marked a radical shift in tactics, a new form of warfare was emerging where the combatants no longer had any regard for their own life and could not be easily identified (Theroux, 2006). 
Iranian and Syrian leaders radically and successfully merged effective military tactics and religious fanaticism into a deadly new weapon that could be used on unsuspecting targets. At a glance, the motivation behind this tactic looks like religious extremism but President Assad and Khomeini knew that religion was just a veneer to allow them to advance their political goals of attacking the West (Gilboa et al, 2010) which was a direct response to foreign intervention and allowed Middle Eastern countries, like Syria and Iran, to further their political goals of expansion of their nations and Sharia law, despite being economically poorer than their adversaries.  However, this tactic quickly spread across the globe and out of the control of Syria and Iran (Ehteshami et al, 2002). 
9/11 attacks
In 2001, this method of attack, suicide bombing, peaked during a co-ordinated terrorist attack across the USA by a group known as Al-Qaeda, led by an individual already known by US authorities called Osama bin Laden out of Saudi Arabia, on the morning of September 11th (Langman, 2020). Nineteen attackers, most from Saudi Arabia, hijacked four commercial airliners that were full of civilians and each hijacked planes had a unique target. The hijackers deliberately crashed their planes into both the North and South World Trade Centres and The Pentagon (Spiegel, 2007). The attackers wanted to use the planes as bombs and made sure the flights were full of passengers as they believed killing themselves along with non-Muslim people would get them into heaven however, the passengers of the fourth plane managed to fight back and stop the attackers from hitting the fourth target (Weber, 2008).
[bookmark: _Hlk161334968]They targeted the world trade centre as it represented American capitalism and the American Empire which Bin Laden had a strong ideological opposition to as he believed the Arab world should cut ties with the West due to the USA and UK’s strong political intervention in the area post-World War 2, such as Lebanon (McAuley, 2005). Al Qaeda believed that nations like the USA were too far gone in terms of traditional ways of life and religion and so they had to be reborn from ashes. The Pentagon was also targeted as it represented the American department of defence and the USA’s ability to wage war anywhere across the globe (Hunt, 2009). The attack resulted in nearly 3,000 deaths of innocent Americans and caused panic across the USA and its allies. As a response to the attacks, the USA and some European nations launched an invasion into Afghanistan in order to destroy Al Qaeda and capture or kill Osama Bin Laden (Cox, 2022). Ultimately, Bin Laden and Al Qaeda succeeded in attacking the West as the response to the attacks ended up being exactly what Bin Laden had hoped for; the West spent billions on equipment and logistics and many lives to participate in “The War on Terror” which was essentially a pointless operation. This was Bin Laden’s aim from the start, he knew that the West would respond to the attacks, and he also knew that they would not be able to defeat a foreign force that didn’t wear uniform, and all had the same ideology due to their nation’s history of being invaded by the West (Cox, 2022).
7/7 bombing 
On the morning of July 7th, 2005, a series of coordinated suicide bomb attacks took place on London’s public transportation system leaving 52 people dead and hundreds injured. The attack, known as the 7/7 bombings, consisted of four explosions targeting three London Underground trains and one double-decker bus that were detonated during the morning rush hour traffic (Sageman, 2019). Widespread panic and disruption engulfed the city, and it was clear that the intent behind the attack was to cause maximum damage to human life and to instil terror through London and British citizens. There were four perpetrators, all British Islamist extremists, identified as Mohammed Siddique Khan, Shehzad Tanweer, Jermaine Lindsay and Hasib Hussain. Each attacker carried a backpack containing a homemade bomb and three of the attackers targeted the underground while one targeted the overground bus (Vidino, 2011). 
As time passed it was revealed that all four attackers were religious fanatics who saw the UK and its citizens as enemies of Islam, also known as infidels, and so deserved to be attacked (Vidmar, 2010). The reason for this belief was because after World War two, the West became heavily involved in the region in order to manipulate the poorer nations in the area to the benefit of the West. Britain helped draw borderlines for many of the nations in the region which did not age well as dozens of conflicts have arisen as a direct result of these borderlines (DeWitt, 2008). More recently, the West invaded Iraq and Iran under false pretences of weapons of mass destruction being built and stored in these nations (BBC News, 2023). To natives, this simply looked like an attack on their nation by the West as well as an attack on their religion. On top of this, in 2015, a French newspaper called Charlie Hebdo published a paper that included a picture of the Prophet Mohammed (BBC News, 2020). This is extremely prohibited in Islamic religion, especially among those who practice Sharia law, and it offended Muslims across the globe. The wave of terrorist attacks across Europe was partially a response of this. This shows us that the four attackers in the 2005 London bombings had multiple motivations that fuelled their attacks. 
Primarily, the motivation was religious; all four attackers believed in Sharia law and believed the West contradicted their religious beliefs to the point where they deserved death (Ende et al, 2010). Their actions were contrarian to typical religious beliefs; however, it does show us that some people take their religion so seriously that they are willing to kill for it and that being religious, and a violent murderer are not mutually exclusive. Closely tied to religion is psychological motivation which is generally more personal than religious factors but can still be closely tied. Religious extremists usually are religious from birth and so spend their whole lives living by their religious laws, meaning they spend their whole lives developing their psyche around religion (Ende et al, 2010). As a result of this, religion and psyche can become heavily intertwined and attacks on one can be seen as an attack on both. The 7/7 bombers’ psyches were so heavily intertwined with Islam that they saw they West’s attitude towards Islam as a personal grievance that needed a personal response to satisfy their need for revenge (Canter, 2006). Finally, part of the bombers’ motivations were ideological and nationalistic. Sharia Law aims to implement an Islamic state with a government that follow said laws across all facets of life: political, social, and legal spheres. In Sharia law violence in the form of terrorism, insurgency, and armed conflict against all perceived enemies, known as infidels, is permitted which explains why the four attackers felt justified in taking so many lives (Venkatraman, 2007).
Political Terrorism in America
Since its inception in 1776, America has had a strong foothold in right wing politics and a volatile history with partisan conflict (Gunderson, 1974). Just ninety years after the start of the union, in 1861, the USA began a civil war in which the country was divided between the North and South; the North representing the USA and the South representing the Confederation. The civil war lasted only 4 years but set the precedent for future political action due to the intense nature of the conflict and the events that happened during the 4 years (Gunderson, 1974).
These issues, including slavery, states’ rights, and economics, have been present in American politics since the end of the civil war with the Confederates, now the Republican party, never failing to bring up the conflict at any given opportunity (Miller, 2024). However, in 2015 the Republican presidential elect, Donald J. Trump, took this narrative an extra ten steps forward and based his entirely political campaign on the frustration and anger felt by Southerners and Republicans since the civil war and ran with it (Foster, 1987). Within a year Trump had taken over the world in terms of media coverage and attention paid to him and had quickly formed a cult like following from right wingers across the USA whose frustration had been tapped into (Jacobson, 2017). This group adopted one of Trump’s slogan, “Make American Great Again” and began abbreviating the phrase down to ‘MAGA’. After Trump’s presidential victory in 2016 these people who, until that point, had to hide their beliefs and stick to fringe groups, now felt validated in their beliefs and continued to become more extreme as time progressed (Jones, 2022).
This reached a head on January 6th, 2021, when a large mob of MAGA Trump supporters attended a Trump rally in Washington D.C, in the morning where Trump called for physical action to stop the threat of a Democratic election victory. A mere few hours later, the same large mob stormed the U.S. Capitol building to overturn the 2020 election results (Holtzman, 2022). The mob, who claimed to be a peaceful protest, quickly became violent and began forcefully breaking and entering the political building and attacking police and staff who were trying to stop the mob from entering. This resulted in many injuries to both mob members and law enforcement and well as the death of one mob member after being shot by an officer whist climbing through a window into the building and an officer who was crushed to death outside the Capitol building (Li et al, 2022).
This attack on American democracy made it painfully clear to everyone paying attention that the politics of the Confederates who opposed the USA in the late 1800s are still very much present in modern American politics (Timothy G, 2024). Not only that, but a large portion of the American population agrees with Confederate ideologies to the point that they are willing to commit violent acts of insurgency for their cause which is the textbook definition of terrorism (Schmid, 2011). Confederates have ties to anti-abortion, anti-education, anti-socialism, anti-ecology, bigotry and anti-secularism which are all key campaign points of Trump for the upcoming 2024 election and have all been key motivations for countless MAGA terror attacks since 2015 and will certainly be the motivation for more to come (Harris, 2023).
In conclusion, by researching and examining these terrorist attacks that span across half a century and have varied motivations for the attacks we can determine that there are seven key motivations for why people commit these acts and determine why a specific attack happened is just a matter of figuring out which of these seven were the main motivator: foreign intervention in domestic affairs, politics, religion, ideological, psychological, economic and nationalistic. A lot of foreign terrorism, for example the 7/7 bombings, happens due to perceived attacks against religion or foreign intervention in domestic events whilst domestic terrorism tends to happen largely because of political disputes and socio-economic issues (Jumaa et al, 2021).
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