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Title: Examine the impact of partnership working and information sharing when applied to policing practice. Consider the need for effective communication within the process.

[bookmark: _Int_bcbviQoT]The police have a very impactful, yet complex role to play in enforcing the law, but through the use of partnership agencies and information sharing, it allows for the influence and relationship of the police to grow stronger with the community they serve. In this essay, the impact of partnership working, and information sharing will be examined while applied to the practises of police officers. The essay will also show how the use of effective communication will impact the process partnership working has when dealing with policing scenario and if it plays a significant role. Firstly, partnership working relating to the police, is the practise of working with another organisation or government agency. Partnership working is an effective tool for police forces around the United Kingdom to grow the relationship between police officers and the community that they serve. Police forces plan, act and review with organisations and charities, with great influence within communities, to better educate police officers, allowing for policing to be carried out effectively (College of Policing, 2023A).

The first partnership to be examined in this assignment is the partnership between the police service and other services, such as fire & rescue, ambulance service, local county councils, the armed forces, and voluntary services or organisations. These services dedicate themselves to planning, communication and responding to emergency incidents where human life may be lost or where multiple agencies are needed in the response (Cabinet Office, 2013). During an emergency incident, leadership is given to the appropriate agency, most suited to dealing with the situation. The chosen agency then coordinates and leads the other services. To add to this, the services follow a specific command structure during major incidents which is known as the gold, silver, bronze structure (GSB); it follows a traditional command-and-control style of managing an emergency (McAleavy, 2020). The structure allows for decisions, effective communication and information sharing to flow easily up or down the chain of command. Information can easily get passed on through the designated bronze, silver, and gold leaders (College of Policing, 2013). This allows each service to understand their role during an incident and effectively manage the situation to ensure that public safety is preserved. 

[bookmark: _Int_kOQrtdIQ]Road policing is a good example to explain the use of partnership working and a command structure in order to effectively deal with an emergency incident. One important stage of preparing for an incident on a road is the initial incident assessment. This is carried out by the first officers to attend the scene and involves using the mnemonic ‘METHANE’ to give an incident assessment to the control room, so that they have a clear understanding of the incident, what services need to be involved, and the estimated number of resources needed from each service College of Policing, 2023B). During a road emergency incident, the police would take the initiative and lead when the incident involves a threat to human life, when a crime has occurred, when there is a threat to public safety, and when coordination is needed with other emergency responders, such as the ambulance service and fire & rescue (College of Policing, 2020). It is important that the first responder gives a clear and detailed account of the damage, as it is essential to have the required amount of units from each service as soon as the collision was reported, and it also demonstrates how information is shared in order to access the required resources needed for a specific scenario. It is essential to have the appropriate service take the lead during an incident that they specialise in because it would have a significant impact on the outcome. If the situation is multiple people trapped in a three-car collision, then the fire & rescue would need to take the lead due to the training, equipment and experience they have in order to handle a scenario.

[bookmark: _Int_VkQmx68x][bookmark: _Int_722vDFeR]The next partnership to be examined is between the police service and the Driving and Vehicle Licencing Agency (DVLA). The partnership allows police officers, who are out on patrol, to do a check on a vehicle's number plate. This would disclose whether a vehicle is insured; if it has gone through MOT; whether the vehicle is stolen; and if the driver is licensed to drive (Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency, 2015). It gives the necessary technology, through the use of DVLA databases, to easily disclose vital information on whether someone should be driving or if a specific vehicle is has the necessary documents to be on the road. According to London Police (2020) “In the year 19/20, the number of offences relating to licensing of the driver came out to 10,923 with an increase of 4% from the previous year. The number of insurance-related offences had an output of 25,090, with an increase of 3%. This demonstrates the impact of the partnership working between the police and the DVLA as it shows that the partnership is working, however, changes may need to be made as the number of offences relating to a lack of licences and insurance are increasing; this may come in the form of a harsher punishments from police officers and the courts in order to try and deter the use of unlicensed or uninsured vehicles on the road. The DVLA also has a police liaison and support group (PLSG), which offer support that would not be accessible through the use of police equipment. It includes liaison officers that offer services, such as checking for forged documents, INTERPOL database for stolen vehicles, management of the misrepresented numbers scheme, management of the register of number plate suppliers, and sharing intelligence through an intelligence unit (College of Policing, 2013). This is important as it allows for a clear chain of effective communication between police forces across the country and the DVLA. It also ensures that police forces around the UK have a support group that has the necessary training, resources accessibility of information sharing in order to combat car related crimes and to keep roads safe. The introduction of liaison officers also allows for quick communication between a police force and the DVLA/DVSA. This is important as it allows for collisions to be dealt with much sooner, allowing for officers to attend other calls and to reopen the roads that were closed.

[bookmark: _Int_ihIlx0QL][bookmark: _Int_Hj3BPh4L][bookmark: _Int_ZdpeoipK][bookmark: _Int_ntsPO1nj][bookmark: _Int_cl9p4aH3][bookmark: _Int_0T6sZgQt][bookmark: _Int_7ClpNdMg]The last partnership program to be examined is between the police and organisations that specialise in dealing with domestic abuse cases. Due to the delicate nature of domestic abuse, police services across the UK have partnered with organisations and charities to ensure that the victims of domestic abuse are treated with dignity and get the help that they need. The first step the police and partner agency do to tackle and safeguard victims or people who are at risk of domestic abuse is to identify the early stages of domestic abuse; to improve the sharing of information with partners agencies; to make joint appropriate decisions and action plans; to execute decisions, making sure to access and reduce the risk of domestic abuse from occurring (College of Policing, 2018). By reducing the risk of domestic abuse, it allows for victims and people who are at risk to live in an a more comfortable environment where they feel safer, showing the impact of the partnerships. Another way that the police help the victims of domestic abuse is victim consultation through the use of forums. A forum is set up to facilitate a wide range of groups, such as voluntary service organisations for domestic abuse, refugees, and providing general support. The role of Police domestic abuse coordinators is to allow for these organisations to assist in the consultation of domestic abuse victims. Victim consultation should be carried out through an independent domestic violence adviser (IDVAs) or voluntary organisation service provider that would have the training to speak to victims. The assistance is only given if the victims agrees and consents to the assistants of partner organisation (College of Policing, 2018). According to Burton (2023), the offence of domestic abuse and coercive control makes it a necessity for police to have a better understanding of the restrictions victims of domestic abuse have on expressing their stories. This shows that partnership organisations have quite an impact in the process as it allows for victims to tell their experiences trained professionals, without fear or intimidation of being in front of a police officer. The police also engage with the victims of domestic abuse to evaluate the experience they have had through the consultation process and obtain any feedback that they could use to improve the system. This is done through the use of crime and disorder audits and by completing a best value review (College of Policing, 2018). This demonstrates the use of effective communication in the process of helping the police and partners plan and adjust their way of providing support to victims.

This essay has examined the impact that partnership working, and information sharing has on the practises that police officers must face, while considering how communication can affect the process. The use of partner agencies has a tremendous impact on the work that police officers carry out. This was concluded using examples, such as road traffic collisions that demonstrate the benefits of partnering with other emergency services and voluntary organisations to share information, plan accordingly and rescue people who could be trapped in cars. The partnership with the DVLA was used in order to show how police officers use their databases to identify cars that are uninsured and drivers who are driving without a licence. Finally, police partnerships with domestic abuse organisations allowed for a safer and less intimidating environment though domestic abuse specialist consultants. 
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