[bookmark: _GoBack]Nowadays, people are interested in heritages so they are very keen on visiting them.  However, there are many difficulties and challenges in managing and protecting them while striving for a balance in interest among all stakeholder.  This essay will discuss those associated with the Great Wall and propose feasible solutions.
The Great Wall of China is a long and thick wall made of stones, bricks, mud and wood built all the way along ancient China’s northern border in order to defend the country against nomadic tribes from the north, such as the Mongolians and Russians (Chen, 2010). The Chinese first started building the walls in the 7th century BC and successive dynasties continued to expand on it (Wilson, 2018).  Unfortunately, most of the wall have collapsed due to lack of maintenance and vandalism (Wang, 2009).  
Even though every UNESCO heritage site is unique, most of them face pretty similar problems, namely commercialisation (the process of managing or developing something so as to generate as much profit as possible) and inauthenticity (not reflecting the truth).  However, these problems are relatively trivial comparing to the followings.  
The conservation and protection of the wall is arguably the most pressing problem.  Only a very small proportion (around 30 miles) of the wall in Badaling (near Beijing) is in relatively good condition, around a third has broken down completely and less than 10% of the rest of the wall is well maintained (Wang, 2011).  This is due to various reasons, such as over tourism (too many tourists visiting an attraction).  There are around 10 million tourists visiting the Great Wall (mostly to the Badaling section) (The Great Wall Society, 2018) every year even though the wall operators do very little advertising themselves (the wall benefits greatly from indirect advertising, e.g. films, television shows, social media posts, etc.) the extremely high daily usage has inevitably caused a lot of irreversible stress and damages to the wall (Wang, 2011).  Worse still, the Chinese government does not have any plans to restrict the number of tourists because tourist visits are very profitable (e.g. staying in tourist accommodation, consuming food and drinks, buying souvenirs, etc.).  Therefore, the wall will definitely benefit from a visitors cap even though it will decrease its yearly profit of $ 776.16 million (Reuters, 2019).
Another hurdle to the conservation of the walls lies in the hands the citizens of China as there has been countless instances of the people causing serious damages to the wall, for example, people often engage in all night long parties that involve a lot of antisocial behaviours, which have directly damaged the rural sections of the wall; Hohhot Kekao Mining from inner Mongolia tried to look for precious metals along the wall illegally and that resulted in a hole of around 300 feet (Moore, 2009); people from communities near the wall always steal bricks and stones from the wall for their homes and community infrastructures so as to save money and for the sake of convenience (Abrams, 2016); some people steal bricks and stones from the walls to sell to tourists as souvenirs for profits (Abrams, 2016); local governments along the wall damage the wall by using cheap constructions materials that are below standard (Williams, 2015); people regularly draw graffiti on the wall for fun, etc.  These are all imminent threats to the Great Wall of China and are mainly due to the low educational level of some Chinese people.  Hence, given that the wall is under such pressing problems, the Chinese government should start reviewing their protection and conservation policies as soon as possible or else most of the remaining ‘wild walls’ (less popular sections of the wall) will probably disappear in less than 15 to 20 years according to the experts from the Great Wall Society.   
There are plenty of actions that the Chinese government can take in order to better protect the wall.  Firstly, the Chinese government should follow the example of its nearby competitor the Forbidden City to launch a visitor number cap of 80 000 per day (Ning, Jie and Hobb, 2018) on the Badaling section.  This is because the extremely high number of tourists has put a lot of stress and overloaded the section while damaging tourist experiences so a cap on the number of tourist visits will not only alleviate these problems, but also gives the government more time for better maintenance, which is the case for the Forbidden City as tourists generally report better visitors’ experiences and management has more time for maintenance (China Daily, 2015).  For the ‘wild walls’, the Chinese government can learn from the British heritage Stonehenge to create buffer zones around the sections of walls so as to protect the vulnerable parts from further damages. 
Secondly, the Chinese government should increase the level of inspection and law enforcement along the wall to avoid further illegal destructions by hiring more inspectors.  This because the current problem is not due to a lack of conservation laws, which states that damaging the wall will result in a jail sentence of up to 10 years (Cheng, 2017) or a penalty of up to RMB 500 000 (approximately £40 000) (Cheng, 2017), but the result of the fact that the wall is so long and some parts are located in rural areas as well as there are far too few staff to monitor the wall (for example, the 900 mile long section of the wall (Dong, 2016)is overseen by a cultural heritage bureau with just 3 staff (Dong, 2016)) so it is very hard to conduct inspections and carry out law enforcement to punish the perpetrators.  As a result, with more people working to monitor the wall, there is likely to be fewer cases of vandalism.
Thirdly, the Chinese government should educate its citizens about the importance of protecting the wall.  This is because people who live near the wall are also a part of it so it relies on their protection and people only destroy the wall (mining, partying and stealing bricks and stones) since they do not understand the historical value of it.  Therefore, the more education people get, the more people will come to realise the fact that they should treat all heritages with respect and start protecting them.  There are examples of why education is helpful for conservation, e.g. Australia’s Great Barrier Reef has realised it is way more effective to combine education and enforcement than just enforcement alone (Alder, 2009).  As a result, the Chinese government should consider education and law enforcement at the same time. 
Fourthly, the Chinese central government should allocate more funds to local governments for the maintenance of the wall, especially after receiving so much profits from the UNESCO world heritage sign.  This is because many local governments do not have enough money to afford proper maintenance work (Yip, 2018) so they often employ cheap and below standard alternatives instead, undermining the wall.  
The Chinese government should also learn from other countries’ heritage conservation policies.  The Greek Castle of Servia was one of the winners of the European Heritage Europa Nostra Award for Restoration and Revitalisation in 2004.  The project involved 3 stages, namely proposals for documentation and evaluation of the existing situation; consolidation, conservation, restoration and revitalisation; management and exploitation after restoration, all of which are desperately needed by the wall as the conditions of most of the remains are not officially documented yet and without that the Chinese government is unable to conserve, restore and manage it at all.  Another important lesson that the Chinese government can learn from this project is the active engagement of the communities nearby because this not only educates them of the priceless historical value of heritages, but also let them know they are crucial stakeholders when it comes to the protection and conservation of heritages as well as strengthening their sense of belonging to the country by learning about its history.  Moreover, the consideration of into tapping into the Castle’s socio economic potential is a win win situation for the conservation of the heritage since it offers monetary incentives to the locals for the protection of the Castle and also provides money for the operation of it.  With the communities near the Wall being quite poor in general, monetary incentives can definitely motivate them to protect the Wall.  Furthermore, historical and environmental elements are united in terms of the conservation of the Castle, which fits in well with the Wall’s scenario as quite a significant proportion of it is located in undeveloped natural environment, which is neither promoted nor protected.    As a result, the Castle is a perfect example for the Chinese government to follow when it comes to the preservation of the wall.
In conclusion, the Great Wall of China is an extremely invaluable asset to human history.  Hence, the Chinese government and people should all work together to protect it because once it is gone, it will never come back.

Education and enforcement programs interact together with other management activities, and neither program can totally replace the other. Some users will willingly comply with management measures, other users will comply in response to education,
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Quite a lot of parts are in a bad shape
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Promotes China to the rest of the world
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