Professional Placement Module HPGE5001
Archive Placement: Monthly Reflective Journal February – May 2025
In February this year my lecturer Andy Bevan and I were developing an outline for a placement module which would expand my knowledge of working within archives. I would find out what archives are essentially used for and what an archivist’s work entails. We selected three archives: The Roderic Bowen Library and Archives in Lampeter, The National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth and The Temple of Peace in Cardiff. We aimed to create an opportunity for me to apply specific skills and to recognise and evaluate the potential impact those skills would have in an employment environment. I am greatly interested in grassroots activism within peace and feminist movements, as well as exploring the roots of international relations and how they influence global conflicts, peace initiatives, and the diplomacy that bridges both. With these interests it seemed that the perfect backdrop for using these archives would be to research the 1923-24 Welsh Women’s Peace Petition (WCIA, 2025a).
The Roderic Bowen Library and Archives at the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davids on the Lampeter campus, was the first port of call due to its proximity to the university at which Andy teaches, and that I attend (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2025a). Andy had emailed the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives Special Collections archivist, Ruth Gooding to arrange for us to view some works that she believed would focus specifically on diplomacy.  Andy and I were given a tour of the remarkable Special Collections archives by the quietly enthusiastic Ruth. The archives are kept in small, temperature regulated and tightly packed rooms that are situated in the basement of the library. Some of the many hidden treasures within the archives were marvelled over by all three of us. There were medieval texts exquisitely illustrated and others that date back to the 12th century (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2025b).  
After the tour, Ruth had selected some books for our viewing. Some of the titles she had suggested, I noticed that she had added a small description but always included the call number (Surpass Software, 2022). These are some of books she chose: 
· Grotius, H. (1715). Of the rights of war and peace. Vol. 3, PHI 3597
· Saint-Pierre, C.I.C. de (1712). A project for establishing the general peace of Europe. T, no. 5. 
· Burlamaqui, J.J. (1748). The principles of natural law: in which the true systems of morality and civil government are established; and the different sentiments of Grotius, Hobbes, Puffendorf, Barbeyrac, Locke, Clarke, and Hutchinson, occasionally considered. YM 104 (Gooding, 2025).
The books were displayed in the Roderic Bowen reading room. I felt unsure of what to do next, were they just for looking at? Could I touch them or not? Ruth taught me the etiquette of handling the items. They were opened very gently and placed on protective cushions to ensure the integrity of the spines. The pages were gingerly turned to cause the least amount of degradation. Having now learned how to handle the books with appropriate care, I could relax a little and really the feel the gravity and excitement that surrounded the books due to their age, historical significance and treasure-like qualities. I would have liked to understand more about what I was looking at, as I found the books fascinating although in a disconnected manner. 

At that point, I hadn’t yet researched the Welsh Women’s Peace Petition and was curious about how to effectively use an archive to fully appreciate its value and to how I would connect archival research to the subject. My perception of archives and archivists had been limited to thinking of archivists as quiet, studious individuals and archives as rarely visited, dusty places where history is kept for the occasional historian or student to sift through. 
In the University of Wales Library in Lampeter, throughout March I started researching into the history of the Welsh Women’s Peace Petition in earnest. Throughout  the month I explored how The League Of Nations was established as a result of U.S President Woodrow Wilson’s 14-Point plan, post W W1 (National Archives, 2021). The research covered the reasons for U.S isolationism that essentially lead to the U.S never joining the League of Nations (Norwich University, 2025). The league of Nations was the first international organisation that was founded “to promote international cooperation and to achieve international peace and security”(United Nations, 2025). I discovered who David Davies was, of his advocacy, ideology and financial support for peace efforts (Morgan, 2022). I also investigated Gwilym Davies who launched the Youth Peace Message of 1922, served as the director of the Welsh League of Nations Union till 1945 and was the driving force behind the 1923-24 Peace Petition (Owen, 2019). I devoted considerable time to exploring the historical foundations that led to the petition, only to realise that much of my research cantered on the contributions and accomplishments of men. While I found this information valuable and informative, it didn’t inspire me. I decided to shift my focus. What fascinated me most, however, was the research into the pivotal roles that Welsh and American women played in grassroots peace and suffrage movements that transcended “political, ideological and cultural differences to assemble and take action for peace” (Mathers and Hopwood, 2023). The Welsh women mobilised nearly 400,000 women to sign a petition to the women of America in hope that they would place pressure on the U.S government to join the League of Nations (Mathers and Hopwood, 2023. p.15). Learning about the women of this era left a profound impact on me. Their incredible resilience, determination, and courage filled me with pride, humility, and deep gratitude. I recognise that the freedoms, autonomy, and relative safety I enjoy today are the direct result of their struggles. It is because of women like those in Wales and America in 1923, who fought for the right to pursue peace through international diplomacy rather than war, that I am able to live as I do now. I was struck by how women’s grassroots activism in Wales and America mobilised vast numbers for peace, yet their efforts were largely sidelined and forgotten. As war and male dominated politics took precedence, crucial documents like the petition signatures were hidden in archives for decades. Reflecting on this history, I felt both inspired by the inclusivity and scale of the women’s movement and frustrated that peace, equality, and freedom remain elusive goals and are often overshadowed by the recurring dominance of war. By this point, I was fully immersed in the story and fascinated by the vital role archives played and continue to play in the petition’s extraordinary journey. Motivated by this, I decided to organise my next two visits to the archives and streamline my approach to documenting the insights I would gain from them. I developed a template to systematically record all the information I gathered during my archival visits. The template included ten targeted questions for the archivists about their work, as well as site-specific questions related to the Petition’s presence in their collections. Additionally, the template featured sections designed to guide my own observations and ensure I collected as much relevant information as possible. These prompts included: Who did you meet? What materials did you examine? What challenges did you encounter? How do the materials relate to the Petition? What surprised you? How did you feel interacting with the documents and archivists? (Young, 2025). I used several of these templates during my research phase and found them to be useful. 
In April, I wrote a history essay that brought together my research on the 1923–24 Welsh Women’s Peace Petition. Ater that, I felt well prepared with sufficient knowledge to visit the next two archives with greater confidence in understanding the material I would discuss with the archivists. I wrote introductory emails to Hayley Morgan, Director of Operations at the Welsh Centre of International Affairs (WCIA), and Craig Owen, lead archivist and heritage advisor based at the Temple of Peace in Cardiff (WCIA, 2025b). I explained the focus of my research and its significance. In my email i requested the opportunity to speak with and record a conversation with an archivist, to view materials related to the petition, and to obtain permission to take photographs. I did not receive a reply from Hayley till mid-May - after I had visited.
 I then proceeded to book a tour around the Temple of Peace for the following week. After contacting Hayley and Craig about visiting the Temple of Peace, I was discouraged by Craig’s response that, due to a busy school visit and the volunteer-based nature of their team, both general and archival access would be limited, and I cancelled the tour. He instead directed me to an exhibition in Haverfordwest, which was unfortunately being dismantled at the exact time that I inquired. Disappointed but determined, I shifted my focus to the National Library in Aberystwyth. 
Several months before the archival project took shape, Andy Bevan introduced me via email to his contact Rob Phillips, the Senior Archivist at the National Library of Wales. Rob had already been incredibly helpful, responding to queries with informative, prompt, and supportive emails. This made it easy for me to reach out again and request a visit with him at the National Library of Wales Archives. Once again, I diligently asked permission to record conversations and whether photography of in terms were permitted to which the answer was yes and no respectively. 
At the beginning of May, I emailed Craig twice more but received no response. Although I felt discouraged and somewhat uncertain if my efforts were in vain, I kept my expectations low and went ahead to book a tour through the WCIA website (WCIA, 2025c) and made the trip to Cardiff regardless on the 7th of May. 
Visiting the Temple of Peace in Cardiff was an unexpectedly profound experience. I anticipated a formal, perhaps even imposing monument to peace with the gravitas and polish of an institution steeped in history. Instead, I encountered a space that was shambolic and a tad shabby in places, that was deeply authentic, underfunded yet vibrant, and above all, driven by a genuine commitment to peace and community engagement. 
My first reaction upon arrival was surprise at the inside of the buildings, considering the outside was dignified with large iconic Greek columns in Art Deco style (Owen, 2020a). The Temple of Peace was not the slick, corporate, or stuffy institution I had first imagined. Instead, it felt lived-in and informal. This lack of polish, rather than detracting from the experience, highlighted the organisation’s priorities: people, especially children, and the message of peace, rather than maintaining a facade of exclusivity or wealth. I initially met Tom Weiser, who I had previously encountered at a careers event at university, set the tone for the visit. Our conversation was easy and informal.  He offered insights into the building’s current use and the challenges faced by the Welsh Centre for International Affairs (WCIA), which is based at the Temple. I learned that much of the building stands empty, with the WCIA holding a secure lease that has protected their presence despite pressures from external interests, such as the local council’s proposal to turn part of the building into a police station. The WCIA’s refusal, based on the incompatibility of policing and peace work, highlighted the importance of symbolism and integrity in peacebuilding. I was initially nervous due to uncertainty about what to expect. My feelings toward Craig, evolved significantly during the visit. At first, I was frustrated by his lack of email response, but as we spent time together, sharing tea in the beautiful Art Decco Hall of Nations (Temple Of peace, 2019), I came to appreciate his warmth, knowledge, and genuine interest in my perspective. Chatting with Craig in such a grand yet intimate setting was unexpectedly moving. The hall’s scale and history, contrasted with our quiet little conversation. He was curious about which part of the petition’s story had affected me most, hoping to determine how best to share his insights.
The tour itself was rich with history and symbolism and supposed to last an hour, but Craig excelled and imparted his knowledge for five whole hours. We began outside, where Craig explained the significance of the building’s location. The steps leading into the Temple were decorated with chalk messages from local schoolchildren, such as “zero hunger” and “The Power of One Smile,” which provided a powerful visual representation of peace as both an aspiration and a lived reality. Once inside, Craig explained that the building’s three levels symbolised different points in time: the crypt in the basement represented the past, the Hall of Nations on the ground floor embodied the present, and the upper floor was home to youth projects and archives which stood for the future. This symbolism emphasised that peace is an ongoing journey, grounded in remembrance, practiced in the present, and envisioned for the years ahead.
One of the most memorable moments was our time in the crypt, where the Book of Remembrance is housed. This area, honouring those who died in war, felt both solemn and uplifting. I participated in the daily Turning of the Page ceremony, aloud the names inscribed there which was a powerful and tangible reminder of the human cost of conflict and the enduring importance of striving for peace (Owen, 2020b). The upper floor, with its rainbow-colored timelines and archive displays, showcased the Temple’s role as a catalyst for peace-making initiatives over the decades (WCIA, 2025) . The use of the rainbow as a symbol that predates its association with LGBTQ+ and gay pride. Its use emphasised the universality and adaptability of peace symbolism (Kössinger, 2019). The archives in council chamber and library were not pristine or untouchable like a museum, but a well-used resources reflecting the Temple’s ongoing accessibility and engagement with education and activism. The staff’s passion and commitment were evident throughout the visit. One staff member expressed her gratitude for being able to work in such a meaningful environment, a sentiment that made me reflect on my own aspirations. I was shown around the Remembrance Gardens that, while ordinarily would be a reflective space, was filled with vibrant conversation and people painting the garden furniture in rainbow colours. The Temple’s underfunded and somewhat bumbly character did not diminish its impact, if anything, it highlighted the authenticity of its mission. I left the Temple feeling elated and grateful for the incredible openness and willingness of Craig and the staff to give their time so completely. I never used the journal template I had made; it was suddenly too rigid for the experience. I did record the full five-hour tour, but it didn’t download and was not accessible. On the drive home I dictated into my phone the reflections and recollections of that day and have transcribed some of them in this journal.


On May 13th, Rob Phillips and I arranged to meet at the café in the National Library of Wales. In his email, Rob mentioned that his colleague, Oscar Seager-the lead archivist who had researched the Welsh Women’s Peace Petition-would be there and asked if I would like to meet him, which I gladly accepted. Visiting the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth transformed my view of archives. As a future international relations student, I used to see archives as static and peripheral to global politics, but this visit revealed them as dynamic spaces where history, activism, and personal stories intersect. Before the visit, I thought archivists were quiet cataloguers with little relevance to current issues. Meeting Rob and Oscar, however, changed this. Their enthusiasm and extensive knowledge showed me that archivists are like historical detectives, uncovering stories that shape our understanding of the present. Rob’s comprehensive insights into David Davies work (National Library of Wales Archives and Manuscripts, 2025) and the Davies family’s peace and Oscar’s research on the Welsh Women’s Peace Petition highlighted the emotional and moral depth of responsibility and sensitivity that is required while dealing with archival materials. Their work demonstrates the importance of critical analysis, care, and inclusivity in preserving and interpreting history. In the North Reading Room of the Archives Library, Oscar showed me the original a piece of the petition signed by Annie Hughes Griffiths (National Library Of Wales, 2025). I had spent so much time studying about the petition that I found it particularly moving and it connected me to the incredible legacy of women’s activism. Rob then demonstrated the digital archival process for searching materials and explained how to request physical access to items within the archives (National Library of Wales, 2025a). The experience of being immersed in imparted knowledge about historical peace work, the atmospheric South Reading Room surrounded by books, deepened my appreciation of archives(National Library of Wales, 2025b) Particularly in international relations, showing how historical documents strengthen our understanding of diplomacy and social movements. Although I found the visit truly inspiring, I couldn’t help but notice that one important perspective was missing from both my research and my archival visits: the unique insights a woman archivist might have offered on the petition. I will be studying at Aberystwyth University shortly, and I plan to engage more with archival research and activism, particularly regarding the Welsh Women’s Peace Petition. I feel a renewed commitment to honouring the stories of those who fought for peace and justice, especially women, and to ensuring their contributions are remembered. The visit challenged my assumptions and inspired me to see archives as vital to both scholarship and activism. The archivists’ passion and ethical commitment set an example I hope to follow in my studies and career, and I am determined to keep the stories of past activists alive for future generations.
This placement has fundamentally deepened my understanding of archives, the work of archivists, and the pivotal role these institutions play in preserving and interpreting history. Each archive offered unique learning experiences that contributed to both my academic growth and professional development. In the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives I learned the importance of careful handling and preservation of rare and fragile materials, gaining practical skills in archival etiquette. At the Temple of Peace, I experienced how archives can be living institutions, deeply connected to community engagement and ongoing peace education. The Temple’s use of memorial and involvement in public ritual such as the Turning of the Page, showed how archives can strengthen remembrance and inspire future activism. I saw firsthand the dedication and adaptability required of archivists working in under resourced but mission driven environments, emphasising the human side of archival work.

 The National Library of Wales I gained insight into large-scale professional archival organisation and the challenges of digitising and cataloguing massive collections like the peace petition signatures. The conversations with the archivists revealed the importance of uncovering marginalised voices, especially those of women and how critical analysis can reshape historical narratives. During the placement, I developed skills in archival research, professional communication, and critical analysis. I became adaptable and resourceful when facing challenges and learned ethical handling and preservation of materials. These skills strengthened my employability and deepened my appreciation for the work of archivists and archives. 
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