Emily Vaughan
Consider how useful Childe’s criteria for the emergence of towns and/or states are for interpreting the emergence of social complexity in the East Mediterranean in the Bronze Age. Answer with reference to a case study of your choice from the Aegean, or Near East/Cyprus, or Egypt.

In this essay, I will be using V. Gordan Childe’s list of ten criteria to “distinguish earlier cities from any older or contemporary village” (Childe, 1950) to see how useful Childe’s criteria is for interpreting the emergence of social complexity in the Bronze Age with reference to a case study titled The Archaeology of Amarna published by Anna Stevens in 2015. It is my aim to compare this case study with Childe’s criteria in order to see (according to Childe) if Amarna would be considered a “city” or an “older contemporary village” (Childe, 1950). By doing so I hope to see how useful Childe’s criteria is for interpreting the emergence of social complexity in modern case studies. 
The first point of Childe’s model states “size the first cities must have been more extensive and more densely populated than any previous settlements” (Childe, 1950). In the Archaeology of Amarna Stevens is quoted saying that Amarna is “the largest exposure of pharaonic settlement to survive from Egypt” (Stevens, 2015 ). The majority of the inhabitants of Amarna resided in the riverside city however there were also two separate smaller villages labelled “The Workmen’s Village” and the “The Stone Village” (Stevens, 2015 ). Although difficult to calculate the exact number of residence Amarna truly had it is estimated that between 20,000 to 50,000 people occupied just the main city thereby using Childe’s own criteria would place Amarna in said criteria.  Next in Childe’s criteria, he states there must be “full-time specialist craftsmen” (Childe, 1950) or a “more complex division of labour” (Smith, 2009). This is very much present in the archaeology of Amarna as according to Stevens there is evidence of all kinds of specific craftsmen for example textile production, builders (used primarily to construct tombs). In fact, according to Stevens  Amarna functions as a “ rare example of special-purpose settlements” demonstrating that Amarna was developed enough to have specific craftsmen placing it within the criteria set out by Childe. 
Childe also states that “producers paid a tax to a deity or king” next on his criteria, there is archaeological evidence of offerings taking place in the Great Aten Temple where “Hundreds of offering tables” were discovered. These offerings were made to Aten as king Akhenaten unlike most ruling figures in the period actually promoted the worship of a singular god. This, however, is the only evidence of such practices taking place in Amarna as Temples of Aten did not collect tax from its worshipers however according to author Jacquelyn Williamson “Taxes in the form of material goods in return for rental temple property were given” (Williamson, 2016).  
Next in the series of Childe’s criteria, he states that a state/town must possess ‘Truly monumental public buildings” (Childe, 1950). Amarna is definitely a good case for examining what Childe titles as monumental buildings as the site contains the Great Aten Temple, as well as the Small Aten Temple in addition to this Amarna, also had two royal residences. Amarna also had more commercial buildings such as an “administrative building, military, industrial, and food-production complexes” (Stevens, 2015 ). Furthermore, not only is there evidence of these monumental buildings in Amarna there is also evidence of other significant monuments in this particular case study it would be the Horizon of the Sun Disc which functioned as the cultic centre for Aten. So, by comparing the criteria set out by Childe with the archaeological evidence provided by Stevens of Amarna it would stand that Amarna held the ability to construct these monuments as a purposeful demonstration of strength and economic prowess placing the city within Childe’s criteria.
Next in Childe’s criteria, he states that there must be a “Formation of the ruling class” (Childe, 1950). Amarna displays many signs of the formation of social classes, for example, Stevens states that Amarna demonstrates evidence of a “distinct “upper, “middle,” and “lower” class” (Stevens, 2015 ). This is shown through burial rights as more upper-class members of society would have tombs as compared to the lower class that would most likely be buried in a “simpler pit grave” (Stevens, 2015 ). In addition to this, the sizing of the houses found at the site also indicates a clear class system, as smaller houses were often built close together in tightly knit neighbourhoods for the lower class whereas officials, as well as the upper class, often held large estates typically housing a small team of staff. However, Stevens also states that “Amarna was relatively evenly graded in terms of socio-economic status” (Stevens, 2015 ). Nevertheless, despite the class system being relatively evenly graded there is still evidence of such, as it could be argued that the inherent social structure created by the establishment of the monarchy would form a 3-tier class system. 
Childe continues into his criteria next by stating “Writing” (Childe, 1950). This, however, is clearly not as detailed as perhaps his other criteria’s and is often dismissed, but using Smiths extension of this criteria by including “formal record-keeping” (Smith, 2009) Amarna could be placed within this criteria. Amarna actually had a House of Foreign Correspondence which Stevens states contained an “archive of cuneiform tablets documenting foreign exchange” (Stevens, 2015 ). This is not only proof of Amarna possessing writing but it also serves as evidence as proof for its ability to participate in foreign trade. Although Stevens does mention that “the city has produced relatively few texts” (Stevens, 2015 ) leading Stevens to believe that Amarna was mostly an oral-based society with information being relayed verbally rather than transcribed as with other societies in this period. Though as proven by this evidence presented by Stevens in the case study of Amarna there is a clear use of writing within the society despite the main means of communication being oral-based.
Moreover, Childe’s next area of criteria is “The elaboration of exact and predictive sciences” (Childe, 1950). In the archaeology of Amarna Stevens does not directly evolve any evidence of these such criteria in the case study, there is evidence however that the people of Amarna had a basic understanding of science, according to author Dorothea Arnold in her book titled The Royal Women of Amarna: Images of Beauty from Ancient Egypt Arnold states that “Religion and science were one” (Arnold, 1996). Arnold explains that the period that Amarna resides in shows an attempt to shift from the typical understanding of science being multiple gods representing different elements and forces, but instead Amarna demonstrates an important transition from this to a “single governing principle” in which all of the element’s and power came from a singular being. Therefore, despite Stevens not directly touching on this subject within her case study, there is evidence included in other sources on scientific discovery such as Arnold (Arnold, 1996). Childe’s eightieth area of criteria for establishing an early city-state, in this he states “‘Conceptualised and sophisticated styles [of art]” (Childe, 1950). However, in the Archaeology of Amarna Stevens states that “ the majority of materials from Amarna were not great works of art” (Stevens, 2015 ). Despite this admission however there is still evidence of some art being produced, for example, there is evidence of painted relief decorations being found in tombs as a part of funeral rites. Although according to other sources such as Sue H. D Auria editor of the book titled Offerings to the Discerning Eye: An Egyptological Medley in Honour of Jack A. Josephson figures like the Amarna Princess show a rather distinct style of art stemming from Amarna such detectable details being “the drooping chin, pierced earlobes and long neck” (D'Auria, 2010). Thereby concluding that Amarna did indeed have a recognisable art style placing it once again within the criteria. 
In one of the last areas of Childe’s criteria, he states that a city or state must have “Regular “foreign” trade over quite long distances” (Childe, 1950). This is very much proven in the case study of Amarna according to Stevens, for example within the archaeology of Amarna there was a House of Foreign Correspondence in which contained a range of documents detailing the transactions between Amarna and places in the Near East titled the Amarna letters. Along with the recovered documents Stevens also states that the “large mud-brick complex” located North of the palace could indicate that there was a large flow of tradable materials coming in and out of the city (Stevens, 2015 ). To further the support foreign trade being conducted in Amarna in the book Amarna Diplomacy: The Beginnings of International Relations it states that “Diplomacy was intimately linked with trade” and that trade was an “important subject of negotiations” (Moran, 2002). This source provides an important insight into the trade that Amarna took part in as it shows a set of procedures for trade to take place along with Amarna’s tactic of gaining intelligence through its diplomats on the cities who participated in trade with them in order to benefit more placing it within Childe’s criteria. Finally, last in the criteria set out by Childe is “organisation based now on residence rather than kinship” (Childe, 1950). Amarna definitely serves as an example for the main power in society revolving around primary authorities in the case of Amarna that would be the king and the institutions that rest under him. With this key shift from a more egalitarian approach where power was more evenly distributed amongst people to a more oligarchic approach with the power residing in a small group of elites. This shift would place Amarna within Childe’s final area of criteria.
 To conclude on how useful Childe’s criteria is for the emergence of towns and/or states for the interpretation of the emergence of social complexities in the East Mediterranean in the Bronze Age with reference to the case study on Egypt titled the archaeology of Amarna written by Anna Stevens. After thoroughly comparing the criteria set out by Childe with the case study by Stevens, Amarna would be considered a city/state. Childe’s criteria is useful as it provides the reader with a clear list to follow in order to help them establish whether or not the society they are researching is simply an early settlement or rather a city. On the other hand, however, some of the criteria set out by Childe is sometimes not very specific and can even be found in the earlier settlements.  For example, Childe’s fourth criteria explains that cities must have “monumental architecture”, however as pointed out by Smith many ancient civilisations often demonstrate some indications of such (Childe, 1950). Furthermore, Childe’s eighth aspect of criteria states that cities must posses “sophisticated art styles” despite the fact that most of the art styles found in early states was not more sophisticated than the Neolithic art found before in earlier societies. 
However, Amarna does not directly fit into Childe’s criteria with only reference to the case study by Stevens, in order for it to fit into the criteria there had to also be references to other sources. For example, without reference to Williamson Amarna would not have been placed within Childe’s third criteria as Stevens does not directly detail any kind of tax being placed or used. Furthermore, Stevens does not directly reference any information on art styles above stating that there the art found was not “great” however by refencing author Sue H. D Auria proof that Amarna did in fact have its own style of art helped place it within this area of Childe’s criteria. Overall Childe’s criteria is  extremely useful as distinguishing early states from cities however some utilization of outside sources had to be used in order for Childe’s criteria to work with Stevens case study. 



Bibliography
Childe, V. G., 1950. The Urban Revolution. s.l.:Liverpool University Press.
Stevens, A., 2015 . The Archaeology of Amarna, s.l.: Oxford Handbooks Online 
Smith, M. E., 2009. V. Gordon Childe and the Urban Revolution:a historical perspective on a revolution in urban studies, s.l.: Liverpool University Press.
Williamson, J., 2016. Nefertiti’s Sun Temple (2 vols.): A New Cult Complex at Tell el-Amarna. s.l.:BRILL.
Arnold, D., 1996. The Royal Women of Amarna: Images of Beauty from Ancient Egypt. s.l.:Metropolitan Museum of Art.
D'Auria, S., 2010. Offerings to the Discerning Eye: An Egyptological Medley in Honor of Jack A. Josephson. illustrated ed. s.l.:BRILL.
Moran, W. L., 2002. Amarna Diplomacy: The Beginnings of International Relations. illustrated, reprint ed. s.l.:JHU Press.


2 | Page

