The boundries between science and Christianity 


Many people believe that religion and science are a Boundary that cannot be crossed, that in the modern world you can either believe one or another. Are there too many contradictions between the Bible and science? we will explore from different sources the complicated relationship between the two. Is there a possibility that there is a place for religion within modern science. Because although science cannot prove the existence of God does that mean it can disprove the existence of God.[footnoteRef:7484]  [7484:  Shmid, Moritz s. 2020. ‘Can Science Disprove Ther Existance of God ?’, Schmidscience.com, 10 July <https://schmidscience.com/can-science-disprove-the-existence-of-god.html> [accessed 3 December 2025]

] 



 Many Scientists from my research have had a complicated relationship with God some stemming originally from growing up religious themselves and the delving into the world of science and feeling as though there is a Boundary between the two for example Neil deGrasse Tyson an astrophysicist has long contemplated the strenuous relationship between belief and fact. He stated that “As religion is now practised and science is now practised, there is no intersection between the two. That is certain.”[footnoteRef:26370] This is an argument worth dissecting as Tyson has stated that with everything, he knows from his own knowledge that he believes there can be no crossover whatsoever between science and religion. This seems like a definitive point however there are still many scientists that incorporate God and religion into what they do, and believing the two can coexist. So, what makes them different. How can they study, observe and work in a scientific field and find room for God?  with so many believing there are too many contradictions between the Bible and what we know now in modern science, to fully understand how some people can incorporate both we need to look back at the creation story and how different Christians interoperate this.[footnoteRef:18013] [26370:  Tyson, Neil Degrasse. 2000. The Sky Is Not the Limit: Adventures of an Urban Astrophysicist (Doubleday Books)

]  [18013:  ‘Symbolism - the Bible - GCSE Religious Studies Revision - WJEC’. n.d. BBC <https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxcrpbk/revision/3> [accessed 3 December 2025]

] 


The first 
Literalist 
They take the literal word for word of God and the Bible in genesis 1 and 2. Meaning that they believe the word of God is gospel and is written Literally.

The second 
Conservative
Conservatives believe the Bible is a work of many that were inspired by God. 
They believe in the creation story just the same as literalists but believe it happened over millions of years and each section is a timeline of events.

The third 
Liberals take on a more of a metaphysical view of the Bible. They don’t disagree with science and do believe there are inconsistencies within the bible but at the heart still believe God created humankind. 

From this we can observe that although Christians may agree on a varity of things about the bible that does not necessarily mean that they have a comprehensive mutual agreement about everything. Which leaves room for interpretation amongst christians and scientists. This can explain why some scientists allow room for religion within their work and others do not, with the wide range of views that can be had within one religion. 


A common philosophical observation is that 
Science requires proof, religious belief requires faith. 
Tony jack an associate professor of philosophy, physiology and neurology observed that faith may have a direct correspondence to the way we think whether that be analytical or critical. In his study he found the higher your analytic ability, the less you tend to believe in God[footnoteRef:17469]  [17469:  Jack, Tony. 2015. 10 July A scientific defence of spiritual and religious faith <https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=5b9be77cad588e5187725d5a22e51be45acd8b5b8c482870c664e38489528e23JmltdHM9MTc2NDcyMDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=009d1b70-145b-64d5-2db3-0e5515216534&u=a1L3ZpZGVvcy9yaXZlcnZpZXcvcmVsYXRlZHZpZGVvP3E9SkFDSytUT05ZJTJjK0Erc2NpZW50aWZpYytkZWZlbnNlK29mK3NwaXJpdHVhbCslMjYrcmVsaWdpb3VzK2ZhaXRoJm1pZD0xOTFBNDJEQUI4QkM2QkM5OTQ4OTE5MUE0MkRBQjhCQzZCQzk5NDg5JkZPUk09VklSRQ>

] 


This is an interesting observation it shows that empathy and the way we think and behave and carry ourselves can have a direct correlation to faith, even this source of evidence can be broken down and observed differently which led me to research the number of doctors who believe in God the university of Chicago conducted an American  survey and found that 76% of doctors believe in god with the highest number being amongst surgeons.[footnoteRef:2689] [2689:  Davis, Michael. 2024. ‘How Many Doctors Believe in God?’, Advance Study, 11 August <https://advancestudy.org/how-many-doctors-believe-in-god/> [accessed 3 December 2025]

] 

Although the statistics are far lower for scientist, a poll conducted by the pew research centre in 2009 found that about 51% of scientists believe in some form of deity or higher power.[footnoteRef:14697]   [14697:  Masci, David. 2024. ‘Religious Belief among the General Public and Scientist’, in Scientists and Belief, 11 August <https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2009/11/05/scientists-and-belief/> [accessed 3 December 2025]

] 


Tony Jack believes the more you care about other people the more likely you are to believe in God. When we look at empathy and a system of caring about people it can relate directly back to belief as we can. So, this can be an interpretation of why some fields within science have a varying level of religious believe between those who believe and those who do not.
By paraphrasing a famous analogy by William Paley, it can explain how some scientists view God as he said that if you were to come across a watch with all its intricate fine tunings and compartments you would assume someone had made it. And just like that watch how would we not assume that the existence of the universe is proof of an intelligent creator.[footnoteRef:28208]  [28208:  Paley, William. 2012. The Miscellaneous Works of William Paley (Volume 4); Natural Theology (General Books)] 


In conclusion. From the themes we have explored today I think we have learned that the boundary between faith and science is constantly shifting and will never truly be distinguished. As Tony Jack has highlighted when we have two different ways of thinking analytically and critically, we will always have different viewpoint on religion and science. There are varying levels of faith and belief even amongst Christians that is constantly shifting as we grow as a society the themes we have explored today have showcased that if you view the Bible from different viewpoints, you can have different outcomes in faith and belief as well as non-belief. But one thing we can view is many believe there are no boundaries between faith and religion and some belief now there is no room within the scientific world for religious views. 
