Edward Ellis- Modern Medical Miracles Essay
The link between faith and science when it comes to medicine is a tale as old as time. It is possible to trace the roots of these links to the Bible and back further back into pre-biblical history. Before science became the dominant force in health practices during the renaissance the majority of healing and medicine in the western world was faith based.  The most important reasoning for this faith based medicine stems from the healing miracles of Jesus Christ and the belief in the idea that illness was a punishment from God and the work of the devil. This can especially be seen during the medieval period in which the aim of medicine was more focused on making the sick comfortable in their passing by showing compassion as this is what the Miracles of Christ were interpreted as. This idea can be seen though the works of the Knights Hospitaller, a knightly order who were founded in Jerusalem during the crusade and who’s main goal was to heal the sick and injured of the holy land[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Editors of Britannica, ‘Hospitallers’ https://www.britannica.com/topic/Hospitallers [accessed 7.5.23]] 

A modern example of the link between faith and science can be seen in the work of Dr Stella Immanuel. Dr Immanuel is an American and Cameroonian doctor and pastor who came into a position of prominence and infamy during the Covid-19 Pandemic when a video of her claiming that Covid-19 could be treated by a drug known as Hydroxychloroquine was retweeted by then President Donald Trump.[footnoteRef:2] President Trump’s endorsement of Dr Emmanuel’s unfounded medical claims provided a level of credence and support to unhealthy medical advice. The NHS website describes Hydroxychloroquine as ‘a disease modifying anti-rheumatic drug (DMRAD)’. [footnoteRef:3] This means that Hydroxychloroquine is a muscle relaxant and is primarily used to treat swelling in the joints by calming the immune system.[footnoteRef:4] To counter Dr Emmanuel’s claims about Hydroxychloroquine being used as a cure for Covid19, the World Health Organisation (WHO) realised a press brief which gathered data from 30 medical trials. [footnoteRef:5]These trials concluded that taking Hydroxychloroquine did not reduce the either the mortality rate or the need or duration of mechanical ventilation and that taking Hydroxychloroquine to treat Covid-19 actually has negative impacts on patients. [footnoteRef:6] The fact that a video of Dr Stella Immanuel talking about her alleged cures for Covid-19 was retweeted by former President Trump shows a link between faith and science in the modern world because not only is Dr Stella Immanuel a licensed physician in the state of Texas, but she is also a pastor and founder of the Christian Organisation Fire Power Ministries based in Texas.[footnoteRef:7] Former President Trump retweeting of Dr Stella Immanuel’s video on using Hydroxychloroquine as a Covid-19 cure brought both herself and some of her other, more religious ideas into the spotlight. [footnoteRef:8] [2:  Dickens Olwen, ‘Stella Immanuel- the doctor behind unproven Coronavirus claims’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-53579773 [accessed 7.5.23]]  [3:  NHS ‘Common questions about Hydroxychloroquine’ https://www.nhs.uk/medicines/hydroxychloroquine/common-questions-about-hydroxychloroquine/#:~:text=Hydroxychloroquine%20is%20a%20disease%2Dmodifying,system%20attacks%20your%20own%20body [accessed 7.5.23]]  [4:  ibid]  [5:  WHO, ‘Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19): Hydroxychloroquine’ https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-hydroxychloroquine [accessed 7.5.23]]  [6:  ibid]  [7:  Dickens Olwen, ‘Stella Immanuel- the doctor behind unproven Coronavirus claims’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-53579773 [accessed 7.5.23]]  [8:  Brandon W. Hawk, ‘Stella Immanuel’s theories about the relationship between demons, illness and sex have a long history’  https://theconversation.com/stella-immanuels-theories-about-the-relationship-between-demons-illness-and-sex-have-a-long-history-143587 [accessed 7.5.23]] 

To further build on the ideas of Dr Stella Immanuel there is the fact that former President of the United States of America retweeted a video of hers where she claimed that Hydroxychloroquine could be used as a cure for Covid-19. Former President Donald Trump’s retweeting of Dr Immanuel’s Hydroxychloroquine Covid-19 video added a supposed level of authority and legitimacy to her theory about Hydroxychloroquine as a cure for the Covid-19 pandemic. This in turn would have fuelled Dr Stella’s ideas that she had found a modern medical miracle cure for Covid-19 in Hydroxychloroquine. The fact that former President Trump retweeted and seemingly endorsed Dr Stella Immanuel’s idea of Hydroxychloroquine being used as a cure for Covid-19 also would have brought her ideas on Hydroxychloroquine to a wider audience and would have also exposed her views on demons and illness to a wider audience. This in turn would have provided evidence to her that her ideas were correct and that she was the proponent of modern medical miracles. Building on this, Dr Stella Immanuel would very likely see herself as a sort of modern-day Knights Hospitaller. This is because she works in a medical profession, like the Hospitallers, and sees herself as being on the front line in a war against the devil who she refers to several times on her website for Fire Power Ministry.[footnoteRef:9] This idea of Dr Stella Immanuel seeing herself as a modern-day Knight Hospitaller can also be seen in the very name of her ministry organisation. On the ‘About Dr Stella’ page of the Fire Power Ministry website it goes into detail about why the name ‘Fire Power’ was chosen to represent this Christian ministry organisation. The organisation itself claims that it chose the name Fire Power because it represents their philosophy when it comes to dealing with the devil. As described on their own website is all about the use of excessive force to destroy the strongholds of darkness.[footnoteRef:10] This attitude is reminiscent of the Knights Hospitallers because it shows that the people at Fire Power Ministries are dedicated to rooting out evil and the Devil, this combined with the fact that their founder Dr Stella Immanuel is a licensed doctor and believes that faith in God is a key factor in the healing process shows that Dr Stella Immanuel believes herself to be a moder representation of the Knights Hospitaller. Another reason for Dr Immanuel’s view of herself as a modern Knight Hospitaller can be seen in her Twitter bio. The Twitter bio of Dr Stella Immanuel claims that she is a “Physician…, Deliverance Minister, God’s Battle Axe’.[footnoteRef:11] The fact that Dr Stella Immanuel refers to herself as ‘God’s Battle Axe’ is also evidence that she sees herself as a modern-day Knight Hospitaller as the Knights Hospitaller from history were not only doctors and healers of the sick but also warriors and priests. This trend of healing and providing medicine linked with faith and prayer can also be seen on the landing page for the Fire Power Ministries website where an immune boosting supplement Covivitas is advertised. [footnoteRef:12] This links to the idea that Dr Immanuel sees herself as a modern-day Knights Hospitaller because of the fact that the original Hospitallers also combined medicine and prayer to heal the sick.  [9:  ‘About Us’ https://firepowerministry.org/home/ [accessed 7.5.23]]  [10:  Ibid ]  [11:  Dr Stella Immanuel, ‘Twitter Bio’ https://twitter.com/stella_immanuel?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1287899007243747330%7Ctwgr%5Eb54a3d1cf8d7f38aa8252b06388aa9460730c4d3%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Ftechnology%2F2020%2F07%2F28%2Fstella-immanuel-hydroxychloroquine-video-trump-americas-frontline-doctors%2F [accessed 7.5.23]]  [12:  ‘Welcome to fire power ministries- a deliverance ministry’ https://firepowerministry.org/ [accessed 7.5.23]] 

Although it was her idea for the use of Hydroxychloroquine as a cure of Covid-19 that bought into the spotlight, some of Dr Stella Immanuel’s other ideas are seemingly biblical in nature.  These other ideas feature devils and witches invading the dreams of people and making them ill though forcefully procreating with people in their dreams[footnoteRef:13]. As Brandon W. Hawk put in his article ‘Stella Immanuel’s theories about the relationship between demons, illness and sex have a long history’, these ideas did not originate with Dr Immanuel and are in fact much older than her. As Dr Hawk stated, these ideas stem back to biblical times and many examples of what Dr Stella Immanuel is saying appear in both the old and new testaments of the bible as well as many of the apocryphal texts associated with the bible. This shows that some people believe that there is a clear link between faith and medicine even to this day. Dr Stella Immanuel’s belief in this idea can be seen on the website for her ministry organisation Fire Power Ministries which states that ‘she is a successful physician …her attitude toward demonic forces has been described as cut-throat’.[footnoteRef:14] While on the surface this statement could be seen as a simple description of Dr Stella Immanuel’s work outside of the ministry, the violent language that is used to describe her attitude towards demonic forces and its inclusion so close to a description of her medical practice could be seen as an example of Dr Stella Immanuel’s belief that the supernatural demons are the cause for illness as this is the most likely cause for a licenced doctor to also own and operate a Christian ministry practice.  [13:  Brandon W. Hawk, ‘Stella Immanuel’s theories about the relationship between demons, illness and sex have a long history’  https://theconversation.com/stella-immanuels-theories-about-the-relationship-between-demons-illness-and-sex-have-a-long-history-143587 [accessed 7.5.23]]  [14:  ‘About Dr Stella Immanuel’ https://firepowerministry.org/about-dr-stella-immanuel/ [accessed 7.5.23]] 

Dr Stella Immanuel’s ownership of a Christian ministry practice links back to her belief that illness stems from demonic entities entering peoples dreams and procreating with people in their dreams. This belief can be traced back to the Bible with the earliest example of this idea appearing in the first book of Samuel in which an evil spirit haunts King Saul. [footnoteRef:15] Another biblical example of Dr Stella Immanuel’s idea of demons being the cause for illness comes from the fact that in the Gospel of Mark there is a man who is possessed by a group of demons who refer to themselves as legion. This group of demons had a negative impact on the mental and physical health of the man who they were possessing.[footnoteRef:16] To add to this there is the fact that, when Legion was exorcised into a herd of pigs by Jesus, he was miraculously healed. [footnoteRef:17] This biblical example of demons causing illness provides a historical basis for the work and beliefs of Dr Stella Immanuel. In her eyes this adds a level of legitimacy to her ideas as in her mind the fact that when Jesus expelled the demons from the man, the man was cured. To her this is similar to what she believes in the fact that she believes that people become ill when demons enter people minds and have sexual intercourse with them in their dreams.  [15:  Brandon W. Hawk, ‘Stella Immanuel’s theories about the relationship between demons, illness and sex have a long history’  https://theconversation.com/stella-immanuels-theories-about-the-relationship-between-demons-illness-and-sex-have-a-long-history-143587 [accessed 7.5.23]]  [16:  The Bible ‘Mark 5:2-13’ https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%205&version=NRSVA [accessed 7.5.23]]  [17:  ibid] 

In conclusion, it is clear that the works of Dr Stella Immanuel are not modern medical miracles. With this in mind it is important to consider the fact that Dr Immanuel and her beliefs concerning demons and illness show a clear link between faith and medicine that exists to this modern day. It is also important to note that while she is demonstrably wrong when it comes using Hydroxychloroquine as a cure for Covid-19, as seen in the over 30 trials reviewed by the World Health Organisation, she believes that she is right and that Hydroxychloroquine is a modern medical miracle cure for the Coronavirus Covid-19 pandemic. Furthermore, the fact that former President Donald Trump retweeted a video of her talking about Hydroxychloroquine as a cure for Covid-19 provided a level of legitimacy to her works as Dr Stella Immanuel and her idea for Hydroxychloroquine as a cure for Covid-19 were seemingly endorsed by the then President of United States of America adds an air of supposed legitimacy to Dr Stella Immanuel’s ideas for curing Covid-19.  
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