Establishing the British Circular Economy – The pioneering role of Wales and Implications for Carmarthenshire 
Rationale 
Climate change, pollution, environmental degradation and resource depletion are all consequences to the long term adoption of the linear economic model by humans where raw materials are extracted, consumed and disposed of (Arruda et al., 2021). In the last few decades, communities, stakeholders and governments alike have recognised the threat resource depletion, climate change, pollution and environmental degradation poses to our food and water security, livelihoods, and very existence. This has lead to calls for a transition to a circular economy (CE) which aims to design out waste and pollution, keep products and materials in use and regenerate natural systems Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 2022). The legislative framework of resource management, specifically circular economy, plays a significant role in the nature, support, and efficacy of CE initiatives at a regional scale. Likewise, the CE strategies produced by local authorities/county councils have a marked impact on the same at a local, community level. This portfolio therefore aims to contextualise the Welsh Government’s approach to the Circular Economy through a comparative analysis of the four UK home nations’ legislative frameworks for CE which will form the literature review. The final written assignment will then explore how the learning derived from the literature review can benefit my practice area and the achievement of organisational objectives, which in this case is Carmarthenshire County Council Waste and Recycling Department and the development of a local CE strategy respectively. 

