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HPHP 4009: 
'Pathways to Evil': Genocide -  History, Theory, and Denial. 
(Level 4 - 20 credits)
2020-2021 Semester One Block 1 (Lampeter)
September 17th - October 9th 2020
[image: Serbian PM Ana Brnabic: Srebrenica ′a terrible crime,′ not genocide | News  | DW | 15.11.2018]

Tutors: 
Lester Mason; Errietta Bissa; Quentin Drew;
Jeni Williams; Tristan Nash.



AIM(S):

· To encourage students to acquire a broad knowledge of the nature of Genocide, and the debates and interpretations surrounding the complex and sensitive subject of Genocide and other violations of human rights. This should be achieved through an analysis of case studies and the historiographical debates surrounding the subject matter.




LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Demonstrate a critical understanding of the different approaches applicable to the ’Genocide’ studies, including exploring what characteristics define violent acts against humanity, as ‘Genocide’. 
· Demonstrate a broad knowledge of examples of ‘Genocide’ throughout history, from the Ancient World to the 20th Century, and why these events have been described as acts of ‘Genocide.
· Demonstrate a clear understanding of the deeper debates and arguments emanating from studies into Genocide, including race theory, Holocaust  denial, and atrocity semantics, and how the media represents Genocide 
· Critically evaluate the varied and diverse historiographical debates and interpretations surrounding Genocide studies.
.


INDICATIVE CONTENT:
The module will begin with a discussion about the nature of Genocide, and what exactly characterises acts of Genocide from other violations of human rights. The Holocaust, which witnessed the systematic murder of millions of Jews during World War II, is the most infamous example of Genocide, and it will be given due attention here, however, it was not the first example or the last. The module will analyse a number of ‘case studies’ throughout history to explore the causes of acts of gross violence against humanity, ranging from examples of Genocide in the Ancient World, to the end of the 20th Century, focussing on Bosnia and Rwanda. The module will also explore theoretical issues associated with the study of Genocide, including contesting heritage, race theories, ethnic tensions and differentiation, denial and legal responses, philosophical debates on evil and race hatred, collusion and acceptance of extreme violence, atrocity semantics and media representation, debates on ‘the other’ - asylum and refugees.       


Week 1: Introduction, including a broad discussion on the nature of Genocide, including 20thc examples, such as the Armenian Genocide and the Jewish Holocaust. 
Week 2: Genocide and Terrorism in the Ancient World; Andrapodismos (Greek trans: enslavement) and its Ethics; Slavery and the concept of the non-combatant 
Week 3: Paths to the Holocaust – from Martin Luther to the Weimar Republic ; a study into Difficult Heritages, Holocaust Denial, and  Atrocity Semantics – understanding  the language and meaning of Genocide
Week 4: Part One – Genocide depictions from the world of literature - The Languages of Persuasion  through manipulation and grooming; understanding Fascism and extreme violence (through collusion and turning a blind eye!); Genocide denial in Bosnia;. 
	   Part Two - Hannah Arendt's Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil ;  a philosophical examination of a ‘Just’ war and acts of  terrorism and barbarism.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY (see Distance Learning notification below):

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, themes and historiographical developments relating to this subject matter. Tutorials and seminars will introduce students to the areas of study summarised in the indicative content above.  These will be used to encourage and support discussion, and critical evaluation of themes and concepts relating to the so called ‘Age of Extremes’.
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%




ASSESSMENT:

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%









The course reader is:   Norman Naimark, Genocide: A World History (Oxford: OUP, 2017). Available at:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Genocide-New-Oxford-World-History/dp/019976526X

ASSIGNMENTS

Assessment One: 

THE DEADLINE IS:   Sunday 27th September 2020, by 23.59hrs


Gobbets – Analyse and critically evaluate TWO sources, extracts, questions or statements, studied or referred to during the teaching of HPHP 4009 'Pathways to Evil': Genocide -  History, Theory, and Denial (1000 words each – 50% total weighting). 

Please check with any of the module tutors before you make your choice.

This could include an analysis of a book(s) or article(s) dealing with the subject of Genocide through history. 

Alternatively it could be an analysis of the following questions   

Using an example of your choice, explore the key representation approaches of an atrocity or memorial site
What was the significance of the Irving/Lipstadt case to our understanding of  Holocaust denial 
   Or, from the Ancient World, analyse and critically evaluate two of the quotations below 

 On their arrival, the Athenians, afraid that Aristeus, who had been notably the prime mover in the previous affairs of Potidaea and their Thracian possessions, might live to do them still more mischief if he escaped, slew them all the same day, without giving them a trial or hearing the defence which they wished to offer, and cast their bodies into a pit; thinking themselves justified in using in retaliation the same mode of warfare which the Lacedaemonians had begun, when they slew and cast into pits all the Athenian and allied traders whom they caught on board the merchantmen round Peloponnese. Indeed, at the outset of the war, the Lacedaemonians butchered as enemies all whom they took on the sea, whether allies of Athens or neutrals. Thuc. 2.67


Reinforcements afterwards arriving from Athens in consequence, under the command of Philocrates, son of Demeas, the siege was now pressed vigorously; and some treachery taking place inside, the Melians surrendered at discretion to the Athenians, [4] who put to death all the grown men whom they took, and sold the women and children for slaves, and subsequently sent out five hundred colonists and inhabited the place themselves. Thuc. 5.116

It was at night that the Paralus arrived at Athens with tidings of the disaster, and a sound of wailing ran from Piraeus through the long walls to the city, one man passing on the news to another; and during that night no one slept, all mourning, not for the lost alone, but far more for their own selves, thinking that they would suffer such treatment as they had visited upon the Melians, colonists of the Spartans, after reducing them by siege, and upon the Histiaeans and Scionaeans and Toronaeans and Aeginetans and many other Greek peoples.Xen. Hell. 2.2.3


  
Assessment Two: 

THE DEADLINE IS:   Sunday 11th October 2020, by 23.59hrs

Again, please check with any of the module tutors before you make your choice.


A 2000 word essay, (worth 50% of the module marks), chosen from the titles below:


1. What are the main characteristics that define ‘Genocide’? Your answer should pay due attention to the UN Convention of 1948. 

2. Assess which of the competing historiographical interpretations offers us the best chance of explaining the development of the Holocaust.


3. Discuss the role of the sciences and arts as roots that ultimately led to the Holocaust.

4. Describe and critically assess Arendt's idea of the banality of evil. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY:
This is a select choice.  Other sources will be discussed during the module
Course Reader
Norman Naimark, Genocide: A World History (Oxford: OUP, 2017)
Further selected reading
Ben Kiernan, Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide and Extermination (Yale University Press, 2007)
Laurence Rees, The Holocaust: A New History (London: Penguin, 2017)
Laurence Rees, Auschwitz: The Nazis and the Final Solution (BBC Books, 2005
Hannah Arendt,  Eichmann in Jerusalem : A report on the banality of evil (New York: Penguin, 2006)
Martin Gilbert, The Holocaust: The Jewish Tragedy  (London: Fontana Press, 1987)
Robert Gellately, Ben Kiernan, The Spectre of Genocide (Cambridge: CUP, 2003)
Saul Friedlander, The Years of Extermination: Nazi Germany and the Jews (Harper Collins: 2007)
Niall Ferguson, The War of the World: History’s Age of Hatred (London: Allen Lane, 2006) 
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