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Drawing on secondary scholarship and your own reflections, please answer the following: What is reception history and does it have value in Biblical Studies?
Reception History of the Bible is the study of the various interpretations of the Bible, trying to know how it has been interpreted through human ^culture in history, and the way this interpretation may have evolved since. 
“The reception of the Bible comprises every single act or word of interpretation of that book (or books) over the course of three millennia. Reception history, on the other hand, is usually a scholarly enterprise, consisting of selecting and collating shards of that in n accordance with the particular interests of the historian concerned, and giving them a narrative frame” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Jonathan Roberts, Introduction in The Oxford Handbook of the Reception History of the Bible (2011 Michael Lieb, and others (eds),; online edn, Oxford Academic, 2 May 2011), https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199204540.003.0001, accessed 17 June 2024.] 

Reception history is important because although we always believe that we treat without prejudice the texts we approach; However, we are indeed filtered with the interpetations we have already read/ watched / seen and and this affects our perception of the biblical texts. Becoming aware of these influences,  allows us to detach and approach the biblical texts in more neutral way. Thus, Reception history can show us that “that no individual, school or group can own biblical reception” [footnoteRef:2]. [2:   Jonathan Roberts, ibid.] 

Reception  history encourages the use of different methods and collaboration between different disciplines; art history, theatrology, musicology, exegesis and empirical methods of the social sciences, etc.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Michael De Luca L’étude de la réception d’un texte biblique : sortir des sentiers battus de l’exégèse, Hokhma no 121, Juin 2022.] 

 As an example we can see the different approaches in the interpretation of the very common expression The Son of Man.
In first place this is the self-designative formula most used by Jesus in the Synoptic Evangiles – less in John. 
But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins (Mark, 2:10)
I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man will also acknowledge before the angels of God. (Luke, 12:8)
Most of the Church Fathers read this as a sign of great humility meaning “one of us, a human like us”. In later Christian theology, the title "Son of Man" will be understood as designating the humanity of Jesus, and the title "Son of God", his divinity within the framework of the Chalcedonian doctrine of the two natures ( vere deus, vere homo).
Additionally, the Son of Man, is an eschatological figure used in Jewish apocalyptic circles since the post-exilic period. This expression appears in particular in the Book of Daniel (7:13-14 )
In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man,coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
The first Christians identified the “Son of Man” with the glorious Christ whose parousia they awaited. The most eloquent example of this use is found in the book of Acts ( 7:55-56) in Stephen's speech before the Sanhedrin at the time of his martyrdom :
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God”.
 Jesus, the crucified, was enthroned in Heaven, Son of Man, and will (soon) manifest himself as such through his eschatological coming. 

This apocalyptic theme returns in Revelation (1:13-16)
and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.  The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire.  His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.  In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

However, to the speakers of semitic languages, it is known that this expression itself is the literal translation of the Greek υἱός τοῦ άνθρώπου,  which again, is an awkward translation of the Galilean Aramaic type bar enash, used in the time of Jesus as a synonymous for “human being” or “man”,  “someone” or even 'we', or “I/me”, as most scholars agree[footnoteRef:4]. [4:   Mogens Mueller , “Son Of Man” in The Oxford Companion to the Bible, eds B. Metzger and M. Coogan (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993) pp 711-713] 

The Hebrew expression “son of man” (בן–אדם, ben-adam) appears 108 times in the Tanakh, including 93 only in the Book of Ezekiel[footnoteRef:5]. [5: .Mogens, ibid.] 

Rabbinic scholars usually identify the figure of the Son of Man in Daniel 7 to the collective nation of Israel during the time of the Maccabean revolt. No apocalyptic meaning is given to this expression. [footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Daniel Boyarin, The jewish Gospels,The Story of the Jewish Christ(2012) pp162-163 gives a comprehensive list of rabbinic scholarship on Daniel 7: 13] 
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