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Children’s Rights in Education

· Do you know what your children’s rights are?
· Do you know what your parental responsibility is for you children?
· Do you know what rights your children have within education and how to make sure they are implemented?
· Who can prevent your children from having rights?
· Do you know what safeguarding initiatives and plans your school puts in place to protect your children and their rights?
· Finally, do you know what to do in case your children’s rights are being breached?

Do not fear, this pamphlet will show you how to deal with all of these questions and more!
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1924 The League of Nations adopts the Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the Child (History of child rights, No Date).
1946 The United Nations (UN) established an International Children’s Emergency Fund (History of child rights, No Date).
1948 The UN passes the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (History of child rights, No Date).
1959 The UN adopts the Declaration of the Rights of the Child (History of child rights, No Date).
1966 UN members promise to uphold equal rights (History of child rights, No Date).
1973 The International Labour Organisation (ILO) sets 18 as a minimum age for undertaking hazardous employment (History of child rights, No Date).
1974 The Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict (History of child rights, No Date).
1985 UN promotes principles to which are the best interest of the child (History of child rights, No Date).
1989 The Convention on the Rights of the Child were adopted by the UN (History of child rights, No Date).
1999 The ILO adopts the Worst forms of Child Labour Convention, eliminating any harmful work for the safety of the child (History of child rights, No Date).
2000 The UN adopts two Optional Protocols to the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child (History of child rights, No Date).
2006 UNICEF co-publishes the Manual for the Measurement of Juvenile Justice Indicators with the UN Office on drugs and Crime (History of child rights, No Date).
2011 Another Optional Protocol was added to the Convention on the Rights of the child (History of child rights, No Date).


What is a child’s right?
All articles in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child (UNCRC) can be found in appendix 1.
The United Nations were founded in 1945 with 50 members who contribute to the agreed declaration of human rights adopted in 1948 (What are human rights? 19/06/2019). However, the United Nations now currently contain 193 members in 2020, these members have set out a basic level of children’s rights across the world, which should be mutually beneficial for all human beings (Growth in United Nations membership, 1945-present, No Date). It states on Children’s right in Wales (27/11/2019) that the Welsh Government has formally adopted the UNCRC policy making in 2004, and there are four principles which form the groundwork of the rights established in the UNCRC:
· The right to non-discrimination (article 2)
· Commitment to the best interests of the child (article 3)
· The right to life, survival and development (article 6)
· The right to be heard (article 12)
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Wales were the first in the UK to have an established Children’s Commissioner who has a role to raise the recognition of children’s rights and bolster the well-being of all children (Children’s right in Wales, 27/11/2019).
All children have the same rights as adults and also have specific rights that complement their needs (Childs rights and why they matter, No Date). Children are not items and are not items to be owned by anyone including you, their parents (Childs rights and why they matter, No Date). Children are considered individuals; however, they are dependable on adults and have needs that need to be met by you, their parents, guardians or by their governing state (Childs rights and why they matter, No Date).
Every action performed by the government will have more of an impact upon children than any other group within society (Childs rights and why they matter, No Date).
[image: ]Overall, the most important children’s rights are the right to be healthy, the right to an education, the right to a healthy family life, the right to play, a right to a satisfactory life and to be protected from any abuse or harm that may arise (What are Children's Rights? No Date).
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What is Parental Responsibility?
You as a parent are responsible for the lawful rights, commitments, liability and jurisdiction of their children and their children’s property (Parental Responsibility, 11/07/2018).
All parents have to support their children financially during their upbringing, whether or not they have access to parental responsibility (Parental Responsibility, 11/07/2018).
You as the parent have the responsibility to provide day to day care for their children, whether it be by making decisions, disciplining the children, helping with school work, providing health care to the best of the parent’s ability, and making sure that they are attending school (Parental Responsibility, 11/07/2018).
Children are constantly faced with limitations, be at home or at school, but it is the parent’s responsibility to help their children find a balance between protection from these limitations and independence (Garnier. A. 07/08/2012).
With the internet increasing in popularity, it is the responsibility of the parents to protect the children from the dangers that can occur, it is up to the you as the parent to make sure their children’s personal information is safe and to ensure they are safe from cybercrimes (Safeguarding and child protection in schools, No Date).
It is up to you as the parent to make sure that their children’s voices are heard and listened to them especially because they might be showing subtle signs of being abused and/or bullied (Safeguarding and child protection in schools, No Date).
It is your responsibility being the parent to work with the school where their children attend, to reframe from taking children on holidays during term time and be responsible for the safety of their children going to and from school (Rights and Responsibilities of pupils and parents, 2020).
[image: ]As parents, you should act in an appropriate manner while addressing school staff, while making sure that they and their children comply with the school’s code of conduct (Rights and Responsibilities of pupils and parents, 2020).
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You as the parent should have the rights to access all information regarding the education being provided for their children and to be given the opportunity to discuss any special requirements that their child may need to be provided by their teachers (Rights and Responsibilities of pupils and parents, 2020).
As a parent, you should be treated as equals while their children attend school, parents should be partners in the process of their children’s learning and while they are attaining an education (Rights and Responsibilities of pupils and parents, 2020).
As parents, you have the right to be included in any decision making regarding their children’s education, and any changes to the school’s code of conduct should make all parents aware straight away (Rights and Responsibilities of pupils and parents, 2020).
The beginning of a child’s education is ultimately down to you, the children’s guardian to choose where they go school, or even if they go at all, you may want to home school your children. If you decide to home school your children you do not have to follow the national curriculum, however you have to make sure that they are gaining an education suitable for their age and ability (Parental rights in education (No Date).
As a parent, you have the right to receive a report on their child’s education once a year at least, however with schools using apps now such as ClassDojo has increased communication between teachers, students and parents and now schools can spend reports with ease (Bring every family into your school community, No Date).
If you want to become more involved in your children’s education, one way you can do this is by becoming a Parent Teacher Associate (PTA). PTA’s are a great way to be involved in your child’s school, it brings together parents, teachers and the local community to support your child’s school (How do you start up a PTA? No Date). Becoming a PTA will allow you a more in depth look into your school’s process in developing their procedures and how they implement your children’s rights (How do you start up a PTA? No Date).

It’s up to you, as the parent to lead your child into their future.
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Education and Children’s Rights
The 1990 World Declaration on Education characterised education as an essential tool for learning, which includes literacy, maths, life skills and morals appropriate for humans to survive, while making educated decisions and children can continue their education beyond the age of 18, if they choose to do so (The Right To An Education, No Date).
Within Wales and England, in 1988 the government developed a national curriculum and this created a basis for education for the ages of 5 to 18-year olds (The British Education System, No Date).
The Right to Education is firmly stated in article 2 of the Human Rights Act of 1998 which states that no person should be denied the right to education and that their education and teaching will comply with any religious or philosophical beliefs (Feikert-Ahalt, C. 07/08/2016).
Additionally, an Education Act from 1996, this placed a legal duty on the parent or guardian of a child from 5 to 16, to make sure that their child attends a school and receives a full education (Feikert-Ahalt, C. (07/08/2016).
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Although there is a national curriculum it is down to your children’s school to control, maintain and apply it in a way they think is relevant (Parental rights in education, No Date).
Education is a major mechanism, it is their right to have an education, it is where children learn to socialise, it also helps to reduce poverty and child labour across the country (The Right To An Education, No Date).
Article 28, the right to learn and go to school and Article 29, the right to become the best that you can be from the UNCRC (Know Your Rights, 2016). These articles focus on a children’s right to an education, also on the quality of that education and the content of what they will be learning (The Right To An Education, No Date).
Young people are not always able to express their own rights, this is why society have enabled a legal structure that protects children from thing which are out of their control (Davies, J.M. 14/04/2016).
To make sure your child receives their rights, the UN have five super talents (Know Your Rights, 2016):
· Listen to your children about any incidents no matter how insignificant they may feel to you

· Help your child make sure that they are receiving their rights

· Speak about your child’s rights so it does not seem strange to them

· Talk your child about their rights to remind them to be treated correctly

· Tell someone if you believe your child’s rights are being breached
Getting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC), this aims to boost results and support the welfare of children by offering them the right guidance at the prime time from the right people (Davies, J.M. 14/04/2016).
[image: ]All children within education have the right to receive any additional support if needed, young people with special educational needs (SEN) have the right to receive educational provisions and these can include all sensory aids, help with dyslexia, teaching assistants or personal assistants (Your Childs’ Rights in Education, no date).
Some schools may have a Rights Respecting School Award (RRSA), this mean that the school directly teaches children their rights, the children then learn to practise, respect, protect and promote each other’s rights (Rights Respecting School, No Date). 
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To gain the UNICEF UK RRSA, schools must implement four basic standards; respecting rights, learning about the UN’s convention on the Rights of the Child, the schools must have a rights-respecting ideology, and the school must empower children to become active beings and learners (Rights Respecting School, No Date). 
97% of head teachers at a RRSA school stated that its improved children’s respect for themselves and others (Rights Respecting School, No Date). 
A child who attends one of these RRSA schools should understand their rights and should know how they and others should be treated and their self-esteem should be boosted (Rights Respecting School, No Date). 
93% of head teachers at a RRSA school said that their children embraced diversity and overcame prejudices (What is a Rights Respecting School, No Date).
Children who are a part of a RRSA school feel more comfortable challenging injustices, they are encouraged to access information which informs their decisions about their education, healthy life style and welfare (What is a Rights Respecting School, no date).
76% of head teachers at a RRSA school stated it has reduced bulling and exclusions (What is a Rights Respecting School, No Date).
Within these schools the children are healthier, happier, they feel safe in school, and are able to create better relationships with both their teachers and their peers.
“Rights are the context for all our work, they provide a framework for the whole jigsaw we call education” Primary School Head Teacher (What is a Rights Respecting School, No Date).
One-way schools can implement children rights better would be introducing them into the curriculum at an early as they would in a RRSA school. Schools can introduce children’s right through activities which can be implemented within the school and outside of it.
An example of an activity for your school to do with your children may be using chalk outside, the teacher can write children’s rights in the middle of the area and ask the children to write down what they think a child’s right is, why is it important to them, and ways in which they think their rights can be denied (Resource Pack: Primary (24/05/2017). After doing this the teacher can ask why they think this is right and what should schools do to change children’s right within them. 
Moreover, this will allow your children to acknowledge their own rights, what they mean to them and develops their own thoughts on how their rights can be implemented within their school.
Another activity for your school to do with your children can be having all the rights cut out with additional ones which are not rights and ask your children to put a tick on ones they think are children’s rights and a cross on ones which they think are not (Resource Pack: Primary (24/05/2017).
[image: ]This activity will demonstrate to your children the amount of rights they really have and allow them to ask the teacher questions, if they have any. 
Also, in this activity, your children will be able to put their rights in order according to their importance to themselves, doing this will create differing opinions, which would allow the class to converse to why they think they are the most important rights and the teacher can reassure your child that there are no wrong answers, because children’s rights can have a different amount on importance on different people.             Image by Bignon, C. (15/02/2012).
It is up to the school your child attends to implement your children’s rights, they should be implementing a safe place according to article 6 and giving your child the best possible education regarding article 3 and 28 (know your rights, 2016).
Schools which implement children’s rights have an ethos that is implement to make education fair for every child, children will want to attend a school where they know their rights are being cared for and will enjoy education more knowing that they are safe (A Children’s Rights Approach to Education in Wales, 2020).

With the curriculum changing in 2022, it is important to allow children to understand and respect their own and each other children’s rights.

There are 3 main aspects of human rights education; first children must learn about human rights, secondly they must learn through implementing these rights in and out of school, and lastly learning to express their own rights empowering them and giving them more confidence within society as a whole (Human Rights in the Curriculum for Wales 2022, 2020).




School Safeguarding Children’s Rights:
[image: ]The abuse of children is unfortunately more common than anyone would like, it can happen within families, friends, and schools, the aim for your school should be the safeguarding of your child and their rights.
Many teachers, residential workers, caretakers, substitute teachers and other school staff have a close proximity to your children and your school should be aware of any risks that any of these people can be towards your children. All parents, and all school staff should remain vigilant and speak up about any concerns that they may have with the school (Child Abuse in Schools, No Date).
Schools are essential in protecting children from all types of abuse, they are there to create a safe environment for your children with appropriate safeguarding practices (Safeguarding and child protection in schools, No Date).
All school staff should have a full Disclosure and Barring service (DBS) check to make sure that they do not pose any threat to your children (Safeguarding and child protection in schools, No Date).
Additionally, there are classes such as the Speak Out Stay Safe programme your children can take in school to learn how to protect themselves against any abuse, with the right knowledge and skills being taught in this class they will know how to keep themselves safe (Safeguarding and child protection in schools, No Date).
Moreover, school staff should try to maintain an environment where your children feel confident and safe to approach a member of staff, if they have any concerns about themselves or another pupil (Safeguarding and child protection in schools (No Date).
Another way to safeguard your children is to make sure that the school they go to has trained staff, who know how to respond to a child’s concerns, who practice the schools safeguarding policy correctly and the school should make sure that they are assessing their school staff appropriately at intervals throughout the school year (Safeguarding and child protection in schools, No Date).
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However, school staff are not the only ones that can break safeguarding policies, other children who attend your children’s school can break these policies by making your child feel uncomfortable or even unsafe by bullying.
Schools should have a policy in place which conforms to the Education and Inspections Act of 2006, which regulates the behaviour of the school’s pupils and it should aim to expand on good behaviour in a way to combat bullying (Discipline within school (07/11/2018). 
Therefore, schools should have anti-bullying policies in place to protect your children’s rights, it is essential that your school has procedures in place to investigate any incidents. Schools should not tolerate any forms of bullying and all incidents should be dealt with quickly and effectively (Brynoch Church in Wales Primary School, No Date).
 If any incidents occur your school should try to work with the parents of both of the children involved, schools should try and discuss the incident with the bully and casualty, without breaching either of those children’s rights (Brynoch Church in Wales Primary School, No Date).
However, the head teacher will decide on the standard of behaviour and the punishments for breaking safeguard policies (Discipline within school, 07/11/2018). The head teacher can implement verbal warnings, detention on lunch breaks, written tasks such as a apology letter, and fixed and permanent exclusions which are the last resort to stop any breaches of your children’s rights when necessary (Discipline within school, 07/11/2018).









Need help with your childs rights?

Contact the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, their details can be found on their website.
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