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Summery Abstract

       This report aims to explore the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on student learning. (Evaluation of how the blended use of a VLE can impact on learning, vol 6, 2014).  Virtual Learning Style is generally used as an education method in a lecture hall in the classroom or as a distance learning at the universities from the UK. The conventional styles of distance e-learning course provided by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus are the Moodle. 
       An anonymous survey was created by using data collection methods. Based on the knowledge accumulated from term two, is well-known that one of the methods of collecting primary data is the surveys.
      Because of this pandemic situation is impossible to have access to others such as a personal interview. Moreover, the primary data was used to find out the opinion about VLE. Students from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus receive the email over the Moodle to complete this task. Was a better option then telephone interview because the survey gives you the option to analyse data? The survey contained twelve questions, where students required to rate the effectiveness of VLE, online app, on a scale from A to D such as: 
· Disagree                 
· Strongly disagree 
· Agree
· Strongly agree
       The research survey contains the following questions: 
· RQ1. Do you agree or disagree about being useful VLE in higher education? 
· RQ2. Do you agree or disagree about VLE being a supportive program in the online courses? 
· RQ3. Do you agree or disagree about the idea that VLE is the new way of communication and assessing between students and lecturer? 
· RQ4. Do you think VLE aims to support teaching and learning across the internet? 
· RQ5. Do you percept VLE as a potential benefit of the flexibility access? 
· RQ6. Do you agree or disagree about the fact that VLE is a support for the students? 
· RQ7. Do you agree or disagree about the fact that VLE is appropriate to the presentation of charts and diagrams?
· RQ8.   Do you think VLE is increasing the level of interaction between students and the learning material? 
· RQ9.  Do you agree or disagree about the fact that Word Documents and PDFs are both parts of the learning objective of VLE? 
· RQ10. How often are you using VLE each week?  
· RQ11.   Do you agree or disagree about the fact that VLE is easy to be accessed?
· RQ12.   Do you think VLE have disadvantages? 


The final result is established in table 2 (check page 11).    
         However, a larger scale of extensive study is necessary in the order established this more clearly. Moreover, not all the classmates manage to answer to the survey. 
      Generally, the use of Moodle methods is increasing the enthusiasm and learning attention on students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
     The survey purpose was to understand better the importance of virtual learning environment. After using the data with the purpose to realize this report all the information from data questionnaire was deleted from the system. 
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(VLE) is designed to act as a motivation for students 'learning activities and their organization, along with the provision of content and resources required to help make the activities effective (Stiles, 2000)." 

Introduction 
    
      Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is a computer software system aimed to support the needs of lecturer and students. (Baker, Jenny and Gossman, Peter (2013) The learning impact of VLE).
      Based on the importance of VLE, the author Boelens have emphasized his research on the flexibility of students when is coming to the learning method, allowing the students to create their personalised learning process.  Using VLEs to offer higher education students' choice and diversity in learning activities. (Boelens at al, 2017). 
      There are four keys questions on the strategy of blended learning: 
· How to integrate flexibility?
· How to facilitate interaction?
· Who to foster an effective learning atmosphere? 
· Who to simplify students learning processes? 
        Moreover, they are more benefits of the Virtual Learning Environment such as the 
opportunity to create a transformative environment that can facilitate imaginative, critical and complex thinking skills. 
      Students are using VLE to complete in-class activities or at their own time different tasks and homework. They can use the primary source or secondary source to complete their tasks or homework. Additionally, students have the opportunity to prepare themselves for careers in the 21st Century where is required the ability to use technology on a daily basis. 
      Online communication between lecturers and students can easily be processed over the Moodle, via emails. Moreover, they can use the email to get important information about important announcements such as arranging courses, deadline for assignments, keeping in touch, and   getting feedbacks from lecturers. The access unlimited to library it is another important factor. 


Literature review
       For VLEs to be successful, students and lecturer commitment are important, requiring attention, action and effective participation. Many authors opined about VLE importance and effectiveness. Between them, Aspden and Helm (2004) focused their study about the advantages of the Virtual Learning Environment. The dedication of both lecturer and students to online activities, such as keeping resources up to data and prompt responses to students' emails is important factor. However, VLEs have been criticised for just delivering a reading skill as parallel to a learning experience (Blass, Davis, 2003). Appropriately, this is good criticize but is depending on different factors and situations. As Blass and David (2003) point out, such a method does not necessarily improve learning or student commitment and may result in additional charge if they decide to print out materials accessed via a VLE. Moreover, this can happen, but students have the alternative to take notes, instead printing the materials available on Moodle.   
      The student's commitment with VLEs may be influenced by behaviour or culture style (McNulty et al. 2006, Maltby & Mackie 2009). Additionally, this can be visible on the results of each student. If some of the students are less interested on some of the modules, definitely this will have an impact on the grade of their assignments. 
      For VLEs to be successful requires the technical ability from both parts, lecturer and students. This case of study will explore how effective use of technology can increase the connectivity between students and lecturer or students and university.  However, being capable to use VLE does not necessarily mean that students will partake every day. (Davis, Wong 2007, Ramanov, Nevgi 2007). As Davis and Wong opined students are likely interested in engaging with VLEs if they are linked to specific Moodle significance. 

 Research design and methods 
        Based on the new knowledge from term two on this module, Digital Skills and Research Methods has been created a form of a questionnaire (survey) allowing a better understanding of the importance of VLEs at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The fallow link allows you to check the questionnaire: Questionnaire design Term two UWTSD. 
       Research data were examined and based on the answer from the survey, using primary data establish that majority of students know how to access Moodle. 
      The VLE tools are used to support the online learning and his primary focus is on the learning process. Research design and method at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus are based on Moodle. Students can obtain information about each module and simply can access the library of the university. 


   [image: See the source image] In this actual situation, with the virus Covid-19, the learning and teaching environment at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus is online. Moreover, the use of VLE realize better use and had a big impact on students' success to get a better understanding of each module. Some of the students said that in the actual situation they start using more often the VLE. In the survey, question number 10 the majority of students answer with C. 85% of them acknowledged that they are using VLE between 4-7 per week. 
Table 1
	Row Labels
	B
	C
	D
	Grand Total  


	Count of 
	1
	8
	1
	10


 
   Overall, students were positive about Moodle. Over 80% of students found the Moodle online very useful. 
Table 2
	
	RQ1
	RQ2
	RQ3
	RQ4
	RQ5
	RQ6
	RQ7
	RQ8
	RQ9
	RQ10
	RQ11
	RQ12

	Student 1
	A
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C
	B
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C

	Student 2
	C
	C
	C
	D
	C
	C
	A
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C

	Student 3 
	C
	D
	D
	C
	C
	C
	A
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C

	Student 4 
	D
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C
	A
	C
	C
	D
	C
	C

	Student 5
	C
	C
	A
	C
	D
	D
	A
	C
	C
	C
	A
	A

	Student 6
	D
	C
	D
	C
	D
	C
	A
	C
	C
	C
	C
	A

	Student 7
	C
	D
	C
	C
	D
	C
	A
	C
	C
	B
	C
	C

	Student 8
	D
	C
	B
	D 
	D
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C
	D

	Student 9
	C
	C
	C
	D
	D
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C
	D
	C

	Student 10
	C
	C
	C
	C
	C
	D
	C
	A 
	A
	C
	D
	B

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



[image: Image result for discution ]Using VLE in higher education is the way to give opportunities to lecturers and students to establish connexions. Moreover, collecting data can be easily done with a low-cost offering IT support to all the members. 
       Students are engaging with Moodle; they show positive interest in VLE. Moreover, seems to be increased the use of VLE in this pandemic situation. Nevertheless, it also has some issues but with the IT support are typically sort it out in sort period all the troubles.
      VLE can work typically for business via Local Area Network (LAN) and over the internet as a Wide Area Network (WAN). 
[image: ]In conclusion, VLE is supporting important skills for the 21st Century. Students can access VLE by using the internet connection, they can work from their place, easily accessing the Moodle were can find the modules. Moreover, skills as time management and problem- solving are developed based on the use of VLE.  
     Several responses from the questionnaire create the uncertainty about which is the best form of the learning process, VLE and face to face? Additionally, is necessary to add that majority of students at the University of Wales Trinity Saints David London Campus are adult students. This may change a bit the perception and the opinion of each one depending on their situation. Moreover, some of them have a full-time job and families. This can increase the interest of using VLE less than others which have more time available. 
 Please check the picture below for a better understanding of possible barriers in the learning process 
[image: See the source image]
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Questionnaire design Term two UWTSD 
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