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INTRODUCTION


The contract law deals with the contracts that are being framed between two or more parties. Such individuals who do contract are known as the parties to contract. Further, all the individuals engaged in contract are ruled by the common law of UK(El Daouk, 2023). The contract law has four main essential which has to be followed in all the conditions in order to make any agreement contract in the eyes of the law. The contract can be done for the public work also. The presumptions of law are the basic rules of the  present substantive law which is other than rules of evidence. These laws are either irrebuttable, hence no evidence to the contrary to this can be given by the parties of the case or rebuttable. Such also deals with the rulings of the precedents. This essay will examine the key concept of agreement and contract as per the regulations operated in UK. Further, this report will outline the elements of a valid contract along with explaining that what contracts are void in the eyes of the law. Further, it will explain about various case laws related to agreements between the parties. 

MAIN BODY


The contract law explains about the agreements between the parties of the contract. There are four main essentials of the contract which are offer, acceptance, intention to create legal relations and consideration. The four essentials of contract must be complied off in any of the conditions. Further, there are various case rulings that shows that all the essentials must be followed and in the absence of any of the essentials, the contract will be termed as void. The offer is the first step of making a contract in which the offeror offers something to another person who is known as the offeree(Danial and Misnan, 2023). When the other person accepts such offer, then it will be known as the acceptance. Thirdly, in order to make any contract valid, there must be a consideration involved in it as in the lack of it no contract will be valid. Lastly, both the parties should have the legal intentions to create the contract. This is because if no intent to form a contract between the parties, then it will not be termed as the contract. So, as it can be seen that intention is the essential element to form any contract, so, it is required by the court that does both the parties has the legal intentions or not. So, the need is only because to see that whether there is the existence of the valid contract or not in the given case scenario. As if it is present, then that particular case will be dealt by the court as per the contract law of UK. 

The presumptions are the assumptions taken by the court when there is no evidence present for it in the court. Neither, the parties of the contract are able to comply with these evidences in the court. So, in these conditions the court takes the assumption of having or nor having the existence of facts of the case in the court. The presumption can be divided into various categories which are may presume or shall presume(Starostyuk, Chenand, Prater, 2023). In the condition of may presume, the court tend to presume some facts that they may have existed in the eyes of the law. But, in condition of shall presume, the court can have to presume that there is the existence of that fact in case until it is proven false in the courts of the country. The presumption is also based on facts and law. Further, a presumption can be  rebutted when there is a legal rule to be used by the court in the lack of conflicting evidence of the case in the court. In the condition, when two inconsistent rebuttable presumptions has given place they will neutralise each other. In addition to this, the issue should be decided by the evidence which is actually adduced in the court. 


The domestic contract means the agreement between individuals who are having family relationship as well as despite the basic rule of contract, the parties are in social, internal and family concur who do not tend to have the legal intention to make legal relations, domestic contracts which is very legally binding. In reference to the family law, the domestic contracts generally involves marriage contracts as well as the separation agreements that will involve other individuals also(Popoola, 2023). This is a pre-nuptial agreement, matrimonial property agreement as well as custody of children concord. Other than the common nature as well as the structure of domestic written agreement, it has the concerns by the family law professional which has the domestic contracts that must be interpreted otherwise from the commercial as well as other kind of contract as well as judges that would require the special as well as the additional factors of consideration at the time of giving effect to various contracts.


The Court of Appeal ruled in the Merritts v. Merritt case that the nature of the dealings and the fact that the Merritts were separated when they signed their contract allowed the court to assume that their agreement was more than just a domestic one. According to Lord Denning MR in the marriage between the husband and wife dates back to 1941(Koutsimpogiorgos, Frenken and Herrmann, 2023). The Court's decision in Simpkins v. Pays In this case, the Court ruled that the defendant was obligated to split the prize because any reasonable person would immediately conclude from reading their contract that they must have intended to share the prize and create a contractual obligation. In addition, the lodger's presence in the case, among other things, dispelled the notion that this was merely a domestic matter with no legal repercussions. The Balfour v. Balfour case in 1919 that a social agreement made within a family cannot be enforced in court because these agreements have no legal force. The second requirement is that both parties intend to establish a legal relationship. Because of all of this, Mrs. Balfour was unable to sue Mr. Balfour in court. This case and Merritt v. Merritt have been frequently discussed together. Even though the couple was married, they were already in a relationship with someone else when they made the agreement. Because of this, any agreement they made was to be considered legal(Oberoi, Mswaka, 2023).


The agreements made with the commercial purpose are tend to be made between the two commercial parties of the case. They are generally the companies or firms who contract with each other. According to the decision made by the Supreme Court in Edwards v. Skyways in 1969, the presumption is that the parties intended to establish legal relations and that their legal relations should be affected when an agreement is reached in the course of business affairs rather than in a domestic or social setting. The party countering this presumption must demonstrate that they specifically intended to create a mere "moral" agreement rather than a legal obligation. The use of the phrase "ex gratia" by the company in the promise to pay does not demonstrate or imply that the agreement has no legal effect. As a result, the company's agreement, which was reached in a business setting with authorized representatives and for consideration, aimed to establish a legal obligation with associated legal ramifications(Huong Thang, 2023).


The court ruled in Kleinwort Benson v. Malaysian Mining Corp. that the court must determine whether the statement in its context was intended and understood by the parties as a binding legal promise as to future conduct in the absence of an expressly stated intention to create legal relations regarding the payment(Koutsimpogiorgos, Frenken and Herrmann, 2023). The Court decided based on the facts that the express words used were just a factual statement about the bank's current "policy," not a contractual promise. and not an assurance that this policy will remain in place in the future. In addition, the assertion does not indicate an intention to create a legal obligation regarding future behaviour when viewed within the context of the letter itself and the bank documentation. The words merely conveyed moral responsibility and comfort, not the intention or effect of making a legally binding promise of future behaviour.


In the case of Rose and Frank Co. v. JR Crompton and Bros. Ltd., the document and the circumstances did not intend to create any legal interest, and the clause explicitly preventing the agreement from being enforced in court applies. Second, the Court ruled that the orders and acceptances can still be considered legally binding contracts despite the fact that the arrangement does not constitute a contract. The absence of enforceability of an express legitimate course of action under an organization arrangement does not block the lawful exchanges. Each transaction had typical legal significance, and the orders were mutual offers and acceptances. In Esso Petroleum v. Commissioners of Customs and Excise, the Court ruled that a transfer of the goods for monetary consideration is required for a contract of sale(Hodge, 2023). The Court ruled that the coins were transferred under a separate contract for the sale of petrol, so there was no consideration for the transfer, despite the intention to create a legal obligation. As a result, the Court determined that Esso had a contract to produce the coins as goods for general sale not a sale contract(Ellul and Revolidis, 2023).


The agreements with the governmental bodies include that there is the involvement of the public bodies(Puetter, 2023). There are various divisions in which privatisation is done such as electricity supply. Such contracts is done by the public bodies with the private companies or corporations who tend to work for them in against the considerations paid by the authorities to them . Such agreements are the public agreements. Willmore v. South Eastern Electricity Board The plaintiffs in this case started out as poultry farmers who used infrared heat to raise their chicks, and the defendant company agreed to provide them with electricity(Ginsberg, 2023). However, the defendant failed to do so, resulting in financial ruin for the plaintiffs. It was determined that there was no contract between the parties and that representations regarding the proper supply of electricity were not made with contractual intent. In Conor Robinson v. The Commissioners for HM Revenue and Customs VAT— assessment in respect of disallowed input tax—whether FTT erred in finding HMRC entitled to disallow right to deduct in the absence of evidence of receipt by the appellant of a taxable supply—no— appeal dismissed, a distinction was drawn between statutory undertakers performing their statutory duties and contractors.

CONCLUSION


This essay has concluded about the concept of the main elements of the contract law. Further, it has summarised about various kinds of case laws related to valid agreements and contract in UK. Further, the court is required to make the decision that whether an agreement is contract or not based on the condition that it must have the legal intent to cause a contract both the individuals of both the sides of the contract as per the common law of the country. It has also summarised about the meaning of the presumptions along with its types.  
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