Service Configuration
Add the Springdoc dependency:
<dependency>
    <groupId>org.springdoc</groupId>
    <artifactId>springdoc-openapi-starter-webmvc-ui</artifactId>
    <version>2.8.5</version>
</dependency>

Run your code.  Navigate to http://localhost:8080/swagger-ui/index.html - n.b. it’s here in this version of OpenAPI, but if forced back to 2.x.x for compatibility, it’d be here: http://localhost:8080/swagger-ui.html
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Description automatically generated]
You may also like to click the link at the top of the page which leads to http://localhost:8080/v3/api-docs
[image: ]
(this goes on for some time…)
You can run this json through a formatter to look at it yourself if you’d like, but remember, this is not really intended to be human-readable.
Instead, we will generate a client.  Hopefully, as instructed, you have already installed Swagger Codegen.  We will use this to create an automatic client.
We will be creating a Java client for the purpose of this exercise.  Of course, web clients are more usually written in web-based languages – but I’m not certain how strong your JavaScript/PHP/etc. are, so we’re sticking with what we know – the joy of OpenAPI is its interoperability, so the principles are the same.


Building a Java client
Invoke-WebRequest -OutFile openapi-generator-cli.jar https://repo1.maven.org/maven2/org/openapitools/openapi-generator-cli/7.9.0/openapi-generator-cli-7.9.0.jar


We will use OpenAPI Codegen to build the client functionality for us.
Make sure your service is running.
We’re going to run openapi-generator-cli in generate mode with three parameters:
i: the interface, specifically a link to the json we wish to autogenerate from.
g: the language.  In this case Java, but there’s a pretty huge list of possibilities.  Remember: everything we are doing is system-agnostic.  The client absolutely does not need to be in the same language as the service.  We can access our service in any language which can send http requests.
o: the output folder.  Where on our filesystem we wish to generate the files.
e.g. from the swagger codegen folder:
java -jar openapi-generator-cli-7.9.0.jar generate -g java -i http://localhost:8080/v3/api-docs -o C:\Users\Tim\IdeaProjects\SwaggerClientExample
Now open this in your IDE (as usual, I’ll be using IntelliJ).
Add a class to contain your main and write a main function.
public class MainClass 
{
    public static void main(String[] args) throws ApiException 
    {

In our main, we start by specifying our endpoint URL, then creating an APIClient.  The APIClient specifies a lot of information about how we connect to our service, including the location, endpoint security, necessary access tokens, etc.  At present, our service does not include any security (we’ll look at this next week), so we only need to set the URL.
	  String apiUrl = "http://localhost:8080";
                ApiClient client = new ApiClient();
                client.setBasePath(apiUrl);

Take a look at our swagger-ui configuration page – a list of entities we can access and methods we can call.  Let’s create an example which downloads a student and builds information about the course they are studying.
To do this, we can either obtain data from our Student Entity or Address Entity controllers.  You can dig into the methods attached to these using the web configuration page.  Either is completely valid so, for this example, we’ll use the top-level address controller, then dig into the more granular controllers for the subsequent requests to see both.
             AddressEntityApi addressAPI = new AddressEntityApi(client);
This is an automatically generated class, created by the Swagger client.  We can take a look at this class if we like, though shouldn’t need to and certainly don’t want to ever change it manually.
We can issue a REST request and unserialise into a POJO (plain old java object) using:
EntityModelStudent student = addressAPI. findByIdStudentUsingGET(2);
[image: ]
This requests the student with id 2.  Again, EntityModelStudent is an autogenerated class which supports Links.  A version of it which does not support Links is named “Student”.  Look at these classes – you’ll notice that, while very similar to our Student.java service class, they’re not the same – in fact, they’re autogenerated by the Swagger client.
Out of curiosity, let’s take a look at this object[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  If you get an error here relating to jsonReader.nextObject, refer to the appendix.] 

System.out.println(student);
Which gives us:
[image: ]
So most of the information seems good – but crucially, course is null.  This is because course is a link – if you think about the json generated by this request, it simply doesn’t contain a definition of the course, only a link.  We need to resolve this chain manually.
We can obtain some information about the course linked to this student using:
	StudentEntityApi studentAPI = new StudentEntityApi(client);
               int courseID = studentAPI.studentCourseUsingGET(2).getCourseid();

This is the same as a query to http://localhost:8080/student/2/course - of course, you can print this object to again see that degreetype and coursename are null because they’re links.  The id field we are reading into the courseID integer, however, is usable to obtain this information.
	String course;

CourseEntityApi courseAPI = new CourseEntityApi(client);
                course = courseAPI.courseDegreetypeUsingGET(courseID).getShortcode();
                course += " ";
                course += courseAPI.courseCoursenameUsingGET(courseID).getCoursename();
                
Here, we use the API to interact with the course endpoint to obtain the degree type (resolves to a DegreetypeResource), then pull the shortcode, writing it into a string.
The process is repeated, appending the course’s name.
Finally, we can print all of this information.
System.out.println(student.getName());
                System.out.println(student.getAddress());
                System.out.println(student.getDob());
                System.out.println(course);

 Run the code to see:
[image: ]
Swagger is a very powerful tool for making the life of a developer easy in implementing a client.  We do need some awareness of the linkages between our endpoints where they exist, but these are easy to work around when needed.
Remember: while we have implemented a Java client here, we can create a client in almost any language simply by specifying a different –l parameter in Swagger codegen.
You may notice that Swagger codegen doesn’t generate JavaScript.  This is because there’s a better, dynamic library specifically for this.
As an exercise before next week, take a look at it – it’s very easy to use and reasonably well-documented.
String apiUrl = "http://localhost:8080";
ApiClient client = new ApiClient();
client.setBasePath(apiUrl);

StudentEntityControllerApi studentEndpoint = new StudentEntityControllerApi(client);
EntityModelStudent ems = studentEndpoint.getItemResourceStudentGet("1");

StudentPropertyReferenceControllerApi sprcapi = new StudentPropertyReferenceControllerApi(client);
EntityModelCourse emc = sprcapi.followPropertyReferenceStudentGet("1");

Link l = emc.getLinks().get("self");

String courseIndex = l.getHref().substring(l.getHref().lastIndexOf("/") + 1);


System.out.println(courseIndex);
CoursePropertyReferenceControllerApi cprcapi = new CoursePropertyReferenceControllerApi(client);
EntityModelCoursename emcn = cprcapi.followPropertyReferenceCourseGet(courseIndex);
EntityModelDegreetype emdt = cprcapi.followPropertyReferenceCourseGet3(courseIndex, "1");

System.out.println("id: " + ems.getDob());
System.out.println("name: " + ems.getName());
System.out.println("address: " + ems.getAddress());
System.out.println("dob: " + ems.getDob());
System.out.println("course " + emdt.getShortcode() + " " + emcn.getCoursename());





Task
Add functionality to your Web Service to support Lecturers and Modules.  Lecturer will probably be similar to student – consider which attributes you should include.  Modules should have a title, one or more lecturers and one or more students.  Consider your database scheme carefully.
Generate Swagger metadata for this, then build a java client (you’ll need to go back through the codegen process) to allow you to view information about a module you specify.  This should display the name of the module, information about the lecturer(s) and information about the student(s).
Fixing a jsonReader.nextObject bug
On running autogenerated swagger-codegen code, you may see your code fail to compile due to an issue with this line: Object value = jsonReader.nextObject();
Specifically, this is due to inconsistencies in compatibility with certain Java versions in gson. This is easily fixed, however. In the two places it occurs (i.e. ModelAndView StatusEnum and TemplateVariable TypeEnum) replace the code inside the methods with:
        String value = jsonReader.nextString();
        return TypeEnum.fromValue(value);
Which will fix the error.
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class EntityModelStudent {
address: 123 Some Road
course: null
dob: 1980-05-04
links: null
name: Dave Smith
studentid: 1
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