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	Aims and Objectives:

Conduct research on the connection between Plato’s theory of recollection and Kant’s a priori.

Understand in sufficient detail the theory of recollection and the a priori.

Explore where prior knowledge comes from and draw conclusions by the end of the paper and admit what I do not understand.

Conduct research on my topic while having meetings with an advisor.

Write a 15,000 word minimum dissertation that demonstrates my findings and conveys the information to readers.

Edit my paper and make it presentable with the aim of publishing my dissertation.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

Plato’s theory of recollection is described in the Meno with a demonstration involving a slave boy. The slave boy clearly has limited prior knowledge, because of him being young and being a slave that lacks education. This makes him a good candidate to test the theory of recollection on. When the slave boy is asked a series of questions involving geometry and other categories it appears that he knows a lot more than would be expected especially when considering his lack of education. This leads Plato to consider that he might have been born with prior knowledge that was present in him since birth. The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy states, “According to the initial statement all souls have already learned everything in many formal lives, and learning in this life is therefore a matter of remembering what was once known but is now forgotten.” (“Plato: Meno”, IEP) Plato is claiming that people already have a wealth of information that they have learned from previous lives, and that learning should occur through recollection to bring previous knowledge to the surface. 
Plato’s theory of past lives is generally described as the transmigration of souls which is a dubious theory based upon the standards of modern science today. In our current time, there is more explanatory power with new discoveries of DNA which is information that is stored in our cells and passed down to future generations. This is connected to evolution and it is possible that the past lives that Plato is explaining with the transmigration of souls could more realistically be explained by DNA being transferred through many generations. According to the Carnegie Museum of Natural History, humans have been alive on Earth approximately 300 thousand years. (“Earth History in Your Hand”, CMNH) This time allowed for many DNA transferences to occur and for a large amount of information to be stored in present day humans. Genetics codes are transferred down, but I find it more difficult to understand whether specific ideas from parents are transmitted in some way to their offspring. DNA is the main possible explanation of prior information among other competing theories such as theology. 
Kant’s a priori has many technical definitions and categories that are built into it that I have not studied so far in my education. However, the aspect of the a priori that I am familiar with is roughly defined as “pre-given knowledge that humans know without having experience”. That is how I have always used the term in discussion. I acknowledge that it may be a limited understanding of the full scope of a priori knowledge. I plan to investigate the a priori in further depth to define it more technically. I also need to research Plato’s theory of recollection to gain a satisfactory understanding of what Plato is asserting about his theory. However, the connection between the theory of recollection and the a priori is very interesting to me. I think that Plato’s theory is much more abstract that Kant’s and might expand upon Kant’s theory. Kant’s theory has its own advantages as well, because he is much more specific about how he defines his categories and terms. Comparing and analysing these theories could mutually be beneficial towards helping to give a more complete theory. I have never heard of philosophers making this connection before, and it is striking to me. 
My thesis statement is presented in the following lines of this abstract: Plato has a theory of recollection and claims that all learning is recollection. Kant’s theory of the a priori uses a similar observation that people possess innate knowledge. What is the connection between Plato’s theory of recollection and the concept of a priori knowledge asserted by Kant? To what extent does Plato’s abstract theory of recollection inform and improve upon Kant’s concept and understanding of the a priori? Similarly, how has Kant improved or formalized Plato’s abstract theory of recollection? Also, to what extent do humans and animals have innate knowledge that is genetically passed down through DNA or passed down through some other means? I think that my findings can be applied to the present day to develop learning techniques that involve recollection. If recollection of prior knowledge is shown to be true it has the potential to be a much better and quicker way to learn.

Citations for Abstract
Plato: Meno Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, iep.utm.edu/meno-2/.
“Earth History in Your Hand”. Carnegie Museum of Natural History, carnegiemnh.org/earth-history-in-your-hand/. 


	Short Introductory Bibliography:
Copleston, Frederick. A History of Philosophy, Modern Philosophy, Part 1, The French Enlightenment to Kant. Volume 6. Image Books, 1964.

Kant, Immanuel. Critique of Pure Reason. Dover, 2004.

Kuhn, Thomas and Ian Hacking. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. The 
University of Chicago Press, 2012.

Plato, and C. D. C. Reeve. Meno from A Plato Reader: Eight Essential 
Dialogues. Hackett Publishing, 2012. 

Taylor, C. C. W. From the Beginning to Plato. Routledge, 2003. 

Watson, James D., et al. DNA: The Story of the Genetic Revolution. Knopf, 
2017.

Weinert, Friedel. The Scientist as Philosopher: Philosophical Consequences of 
Great Scientific Discoveries. Springer, 2005. 



	

Proposed Supervisor: I would like to work with Dr. Rebekah Humphreys if possible.








Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – NO

Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – YES


The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:  



Signed : ……………………………………………………..Programme Director
							  


Date:……………………………………………………



Please return this form to your Programme Director.

image1.jpeg
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ———
S Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





