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Introduction
In this report I will be conducting critical analysis of a selection of coursework pieces from last year. I will be attempting to identify any areas of my work that I can improve upon in the future as well as identifying areas that I am consistently strong in.  The conclusion of this report will then be something that I will refer back to throughout the current academic year to improve the quality of my work.
Coursework 1 – Historic Poster 
[image: ]Mark: 58/100



















For this piece of coursework I chose the topic of aerodynamics in motorsport because there were plenty of historic moments in the development of aero design to talk about. This in fact turned out to be my biggest problem with the coursework as I massivley overstretched myself with the amount of content. This resulted in a poster that while full of content lacked any real detail, which is the main area I lost marks in. Another issue with this piece is the mistakes made in the referencing. The biggest of which being that my reference list should be in alphabetical order as per Harvard convention. Secondly, while I mangaed to correctly reference and cite all of the photos used I should have also made refernce to information within the text. I think this was mainly down to the fact that when I was writing a lot of my coursweork pieces last year I would often check websites and other information sources to validate if what I already knew was right and build upon that if necessary. As a result I often wouldn’t see it necessary to include the reference if it only confirmed what I already thought to be correct. I realise now that if I do this again in future I should include the reference to avoid any risk of plagierism and make sure I use correct in text citation when doing so. Finally, another issue I noticed with this piece was that I did perhaps dumb it down a bit too much and should have used more technical terminology. This once again ties in with the lack of detail in the poster as going into more detail would have easily allowed me to express more technically advanced themes and language. 
However while there was a lot I could improve upon with this piece I did manage to do some parts of it well. The main positive I feel I can take away from my historic poster is the way it looked. I’m very happy with the layout and the way the pictures turned out as it creates an enticing poster that is likely to draw in readers. I am also reasonably pleased with the content I managed to include, as while it may miss a bit of detail it does a reasonably good job of covering a lot of information in a short space. 
On the whole I would say that I could have done a lot better in this coursework if I had taken more time and care with my referencing and if I had narrowed my area of focus to one or two specific moments in order to elaborate more on the finer details. If I were to redo this piece I would change the subject slightly to the invention of ground effect as this would allow me to into much more detail while also covering an interesting and gripping topic. 

Coursework 2 - Future Poster
Mark: 68/100

[image: ]

The second piece of coursework I will analyse is my future poster. I managed to get a better mark for this one than I did for my historic mainly down to the fact that I was able to go into more detail about my chosen subject. I decided on the topic of engine technology for my future poster as this is an area of the automotive and motorsport industry that is most likely to change dramatically in the coming years. I decided that my area of focus would be a comparison of two ICE’s taking different approaches in adapting to meet the needs of the industry in the future. I chose for several reasons, firstly because it’s an interesting topic and secondly because it is something I already know a great deal about. 
My main downfall in this piece was my lack of references, the main reason for this was that I knew a lot of the information already which meant that although I checked sources to make sure it was corrected I didn’t feel the need to reference them. In hindsight I should have referenced the sources used to validate my knowledge which would have allowed me to get more marks. Another aspect I would improve if I were to write this piece again is the layout, looking back I feel as though the pictures aren’t distributed very well which leaves the area at the bottom of the poster a little but bland and colourless. 
Despite these minor negative points I still feel as though I produced a rather good poster with plenty of useful and interesting information. While I would like to improve the overall look slightly I still think it is a good looking poster capable of drawing people in to read it. 
Upon reflection, I know that I still could have done better in this coursework as well simply by remembering to reference information in the text. It may also be of use to not simply rely on facts I already know and spend more time searching for new information from new sources. I also feel as though I could have made improvements to my page layout also perhaps included more technical terminology as well. I will keep these points in mind going forward as referencing is something that I often lose marks on I will make it a priority in future to get right. 






Coursework 3 – Reflection Presentation
Mark: 10/20
This piece of coursework was my lowest scoring piece of the year, the main reason for this was that I submitted the wrong version but didn’t realise until I was given my marks back. The version I submitted was missing details such as bullet points and photos on most of the slides meaning that I lost a lot of marks for poor presentation. Luckily the version I submitted did include the presenter notes I had created for each slide which meant I was able to scrape a pass. Without the mistake of submitting the wrong piece I could have got a lot more marks and would have been a lot prouder of the work I had handed in. 
Since I made this mistake my approach to filing documents and transferring documents between computers has changed. I have created an organised system on my home laptop which will hopefully reduce, if not eliminate, errors like this in the future. I have also started using OneDrive more often so I have easy access to documents at home and in uni. 


Evaluation
To evaluate, generally speaking my coursework’s from last year were done to a high standard and allowed me to achieve good grades. In this report I have singled out the three that let me down in order to better learn from my mistakes. It is clear to me now having written this report that I need to spend some time working on my referencing skills in order to pick up the easy marks that I often fall short of. It has also taught me that I could be better organised with my work and that I should perhaps take more care over the finer details instead of rushing to submit as soon as I feel I have done enough. 





Conclusion
To conclude, I have been able to use this report to highlight some of my strengths and weaknesses from my first year. I will use this information gathered to improve my work in the current academic year and all those to follow. I believe that this report has really helped me to understand where I am going wrong and has pressed upon me the importance of fully reading and understanding the feedback that is given to me. Hopefully this new found knowledge will help me to excel in the years to come. 
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