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[bookmark: _Toc223002693][bookmark: _Toc223005827]Component 1: Development of Academic Skills 
[bookmark: _Toc223002694]Step 1: Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test 
Source 1: Georgopoulou, M.S., Troussas, C., Krouska, A. and Sgouropoulou, C. (2025) ‘Digital literacy in higher education: Examining university students’ competence in online information practices’, Computers, 14(12), p.528.
The source is taken via Google Scholar.
Currency refers to the timeline of the information gathered. The source is very current, and it provides relevant information regarding technology and digital innovation, making it more reliable. On the other hand, relevance analyses the importance of the source and how it directly relates to the topic. Authority considers the qualification, expertise, institutional affiliation and credibility of the author. This journal, with doi and being peer reviewed, provides a more accurate credibility. Accuracy refers to the fact that the information gathered has been supported by references, evidence and clear research methods. The purpose of a study indicates why the information is generated. The academic source is required to promote accuracy rather than promoting biases.
The CRAAP test highlights that the journal taken is academically strong, reliable and credible in nature. 
Source 2: Holm, P. (2025) ‘Impact of digital literacy on academic achievement: Evidence from an online anatomy and physiology course’, E-Learning and Digital Media, 22(2), pp.139-155.
This source has been gathered from the University Library. 
Using the CRAAP test ot has been identified that the article is reliable as it was published in 2020 and it remains very recent. The relevance of the article lies in its discussion of important digital skills within the academic learning area. The authors of this study are academic researchers, and the journal is also peer-reviewed. The study is well-structured and well-referenced and thus is accurate in nature. The article aims to provide relevant information regarding digital skills and their role in academic achievement.
[bookmark: _Toc223002695]Step 2: Synthesis of Academic Sources 
The sources gathered, which have been developed by Georgopoulou et al. (2025) and Holm (2025) illustrates the increased importance of digital literacy in higher education, evaluating various dimensions. Georgopoulou et al. (2025) have analysed the competence of learners in gathering information from online platforms and databases. The source focuses on discussing skills such as choosing the digital sources, evaluating critical thinking and driving the responsible information necessary for further academic development. Supporting this, JANTHAPASSA, CHANTHAPASSA, and KENAPHOOM (2024) and Wang and Si (2024) also added that digital literacy is important for academic research and prioritising informed learning in digital landscapes.
Similarly, Holm (2025) has interrelated digital literacy with academic performance, demonstrating that learners with effective digital skills can be gathered through better outcomes accessing the online anatomy and studying the physiology course. This study interrelates digital competence not only to gather information but also to measure academic success.
Together, these sources have considered digital literacy as both a foundational academic skill and a key determinant of academic performance in online learning orientations. The evaluation analyses the argument that support in developing students’ digital capabilities to leverage learning outcomes and ensure academic achievement.
[bookmark: _Toc223002696]Step 3: Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity 
One of the key challenges in the domain of digital literacy is that not all students have the ability to access and adopt the digital channels successfully (Quraishi et al., 2024). Various universities have used online platforms and digital resources to conduct virtual classes. However, some students have struggled to identify reliable sources and use the digital platforms successfully. These factors have impacted the confidence and skills of the students, decreased their expertise and offered future job opportunities. 
However, this issue also provides some opportunities. Universities have adopted digital learning networks for offering skills training, workshops and guidance to guide the students improve their efficiencies (Alenezi, 2023). Guiding students on how to use various digital tools or search for information, identify and evaluate the sources and use online tools, to support better learning and academic success of the students.
[bookmark: _Toc223002697]Step 4: Academic Planning 
Component 2 will focus on opportunities and challenges before determining all the adaptation strategies. The study gathered for further analysis will be highly relevant. Key concepts which have been discussed in class, regarding digital literacy, based on that analysis, the academic planning process will be expanded.
Task components and deadline 
	Task`
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	04/02/2026

	Draft first section
	07/02/2026

	Complete first draft
	22/02/2026

	Final editing
	26/02/2026
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[bookmark: _Toc223002698][bookmark: _Toc223005828]Component 2: Application of Academic Skills 
[bookmark: _Toc223002699]1. Introduction 
Digital literacy refers to the technological skill and expertise of the students and educators to use and adopt the digital channels and tools properly. The digital technologies can be used properly to access, manage and evaluate the communication information within the classroom. In the recent era of technological innovation and advancement, the learning process is no longer limited to the text books or academic sources. Rather, various universities and colleges are using online journals, virtual learning tools, digital platforms and research databases. Digital learning skill helps in improving the academic orientation and technical adaptability (Stofkova et al., 2022). Students with a lack of strong digital skills may face challenges in gathering reliable sources from virtual platforms (Ferri et al., 2020). In the process, developing good communication between the learners and educators is also necessary. Creating a safe and secure online environment and making digital literacy important can determine academic success. 
[bookmark: _Toc223002700]2. Challenges  
Various challenges in the process of developing and adopting digital literacy in academic learning have been identified. In most cases, the lack of access to virtual networks and digital platforms can create significant barriers (Aghimien et al., 2022). It has been observed that various students come from backgrounds with a lack of proper access to stable internet connections, advanced software system and innovative digital tools. The limited acces of digital devices may create an inequality in academic performances. 
Effective communication is highly important to determine that the expectations and individual needs of every learner are met. Lack of proper guidance and support causes serious threats to the institutions in adopting digital literacy (Singun, 2025). Universities introduce new digital tools and platforms, but the limited guidance to the students without defining their purpose and benefits can make students confused or resistant. Clear instructions, open communication, regular updates and a feedback system can help in the process of the successful adoption of digital literacy. 
Cybersecurity, data breaches and privacy concerns are also creating challenges in the process of using various virtual and digital tools in the academic learning process. Learners lacking the knowledge and awareness about online safety can become helpless victims of online scams and data breaches. Overdependence on online tools, including artificial intelligence, further reduces the critical thinking ability of the learners. The identified challenges have illustrated that digital literacy is not about the process of using the technical skills properly, but further enhances critical thinking, security concerns and ethical awareness to adopt all the digital resources successfully within the academic settings. 
[bookmark: _Toc223002701]3. Opportunities  
Effective communication, proper time management and digital skills create strong opportunities in the digital era. Clear and strong communication helps the learners and professionals to understand each other’s expectations and share the necessary details to solve the problems easily (Sumaiya et al., 2022). This skill further helps in reducing misunderstandings by building team cohesion, being highly valuable when face-to-face interactions become limited or difficult. 
Time management is also necessary for managing screen time, setting objectives, prioritising urgent works and meeting deadlines. Meeting deadlines helps in managing all the tasks and also helps in reducing the stress level (Barber et al., 2023). While digital literacy allowed individuals to confidently use all the technological tools and digital devices, it further improved the process of learning by integrating creativity. All the skills, in a combined manner, leverage the academic performances, determining personal growth and workplace success. These skills further help an individual to stay organised, connected, adaptive and competitive in the fast-paced changing environment.
Digital learning skill provides access to various global resources. Digital platforms and virtual networking tools help the learners to explore various online resources, online libraries, research databases and learning courses offered by various International Universities. This skill further broadens the skills and exposure of the learners in conventional classroom settings. 
[bookmark: _Toc223002702]4. Adaptation Strategies  
In the recent technologically advanced and fast-changing environment, developing the skill of adaptation is highly important for learners and the management of various organisations. Technological tools keep changing, and students have to learn how to adapt them effectively by adjusting them to ensure the long-term growth of their career and organisational performance. One of the most important adaptation strategies is continuous learning. Continuous learning refers to the process of enhancing digital skills through online courses and workshops. The learners are further required to learn to adopt effective software, digital tools, and virtual platforms, helping individuals to stay confident and competitive.
Building a positive and creative mindset towards change can further help in determining digital literacy and academic success. In the process, the skill of adaptability and flexibility is also important. Using relevant digital technologies, adapting to remote work and joining online classes requires personal willingness and motivation of the learners. 
Time management skill is also necessary for ensuring the adaptation strategy. Setting clear goals, prioritising the tasks, and creating a proper schedule can help the learners to meet the deadlines and also help them to ensure the accuracy of the task (Valente et al., 2024). Institutions and organisations can plan for some effective training and learning workshops for their learners and employees to teach them how to adopt various digital tools and virtual platforms within their performance (Holuša et al., 2023). Therefore, open communication, resilience, adaptability-flexibility, time management and technical skills can help in the process of successful adaptation in the digital world. 
[bookmark: _Toc223002703]5. Conclusion  
From the overall analysis, it has been observed that digital learning and effective technological skill helps in providing flexibility, accessibility and skill-based learning opportunities for the earners within the modern world. This skill and knowledge further allow the students to learn new areas and gather their insights that help to develop good resilience and competencies. Various challenges, such as a lack of technological platforms, career readiness, a lack of proper academic support and cybersecurity concerns, have been identified. The efficiencies, if managed properly, can help in creating an inclusive and flexible learning environment for the learners in the recent technologically-driven academic environment.
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Title: Three important skills for student success in the digital era
[bookmark: _Toc223002705]1.0 Introduction 
Academic skills are essential as it helps students to reach their academic objectives. Digital literacy, time management and communication are the skills that have been discussed. Their importance has been highlighted in this work. 
[bookmark: _Toc223002706]2.0 Skill 1: Digital Literacy
The skill is important for the students, as it helps the students in ensuring that they can adapt to new technologies in a proper manner. One of the main reasons for the consideration of the skill is that it will be able to help a person find as well as communicate information through the means of technology. As per Zhang (2025) Digital literacy’s various resources, as well as learning opportunity helps in enhancing student autonomy. In the present times, the use of digital technology in the academic space is being done in an excessive manner. This is the reason, it can be said that the digital literacy will be important for students. 
In terms of the application of the skill, it can be said that students will be able to use their skill to navigate the internet and find suitable information that is relevant to their academic coursework. Apart from that, the use of the digital communication medium can be done for the communication of the gathered information effectively. 
[bookmark: _Toc223002707]3.0 Skill 2: Communication Skill
Communication skills are one of the important skills that students are required to have for their success. The reason for this is that it helps them to express their idea to their peers and tutors in an effective manner. According to Deep et al. (2024), effective communication between the instructor and the student is essential for student success. Apart from that, it helps one to express their ideas. In assignments such as individual presentations, the students can express their ideas in a proper manner that helps in the success of the student in an effective manner. 
It can be said that the application of the communication skill can be done by the students in various ways. For example, they will be able to communicate with their peers. The application of the communication skill can be used to communicate with industry professionals and professors for a better understanding of a topic.
[bookmark: _Toc223002708]4.0 Skill 3: Time management
It can be said that time management is important for the success of students. The reason for this is that it is able to help the person to complete their academic tasks in the given timeframe in an effective manner. Fu et al. (2025) considered 1016 students and found that time management directly affects study engagement. Apart from that, it helps the person to maintain a balance between their academic and personal life.
There are certain ways in which the application of time management can be applied. For example, the students can prioritise their tasks. Development of a schedule can be done, which will help the students to track their different activities and complete them within the given time. 
5.0 Conclusion
In the conclusion of the work, it can be said that academic skills are important. For example, digital literacy helps in finding and communicating through the means of technology. Communication helps one to express their idea, and time management helps one to complete their work on time.
6.0 Reference List 
Deep, P.D., Chen, Y., Ghosh, N. and Rahaman, M.S. (2024) ‘The influence of student–instructor communication methods on student engagement and motivation in higher education online courses during and after the COVID-19 pandemic’, Education Sciences, 15(1), p.33.
Fu, Y., Wang, Q., Wang, X., Zhong, H., Chen, J., Fei, H., Yao, Y., Xiao, Y., Li, W. and Li, N. (2025) ‘Unlocking academic success: the impact of time management on college students’ study engagement’, BMC psychology, 13(1), p.323.
Zhang, Y. (2025) ‘Impact of digital literacy on college students' English proficiency: The mediating role of learning motivation and the moderating effect of technological self-efficacy’, Acta psychologica, 259, p.105452.
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3.0 skill 2: Communication Skill

The communication skill is one of the important skills that
students are required to have for their success. The
reason for this is that it helps them to express their idea
to their peers and tutors in an effective manner.
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student success. Apart from that, it helps one to express
their ideas. In assignments such as individual
presentations, the students can express their ideas in a
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It can be said that the application of the communication
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professors for a better understanding of a topic.
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