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Description:
Woodcut illustration of a gigantic snake or sea serpent devouring multiple men upon a ship. 
Call Number: PHI 00359
Inscriptions: Above the woodcut illustration, written is German, are the words:  Von der Wallschlangen
Production: It is a Painted woodcut created by Conrad Gesner 1516-1565 or an anonymous illustrator hired by Gesner. It is stated that Conrad Gesner woodcut and painted many of the illustrations found within the text. 
Comments: This is part if Conrad Gesner’s Fischbuch and it shows a classic sea serpent and the supposed reality of the creature. 
Subjects: Bestiaries, Ichthyology, Zoology, Mythology 
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Description: Dragon resembling a serpent, another dragon depicted as a winged serpent and a medieval dragon with legs as well as wings.
Call Number: PHI 00359

Inscriptions: There are various German phrases which I assume pertain to images of the dragons. I am unable to translate the text due to the intricacy of the font used and my unfamiliarity with the German language.  
Production: Painted woodcut by Conrad Gesner. 
Comments: Shows three types of dragons, almost serves as perceptions of the dragon throughout history from the time of the ancient Greeks, through to Augustine’s description of flying dragons until the medieval portrayal of a dragon with legs. [footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Senter, Mattox & Haddad, 2016. Snake to Monster: Conrad Gessners Schlangenbuch and the Evolution of the Dragon in the Literature of Natural History. Journal of Folklore Research, 53(1), p.69.

] 

Subjects: Mythology, Bestiaries 

#3 
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Description: A green dragon with wings and legs found at the end of Gesner’s section on Dragons. 

Call Number: PHI 00359

Inscriptions: there do not appear to be any inscription relating directly to the image.
Production: “taxidermic composite (note that the belly scales indicate the inclusion of a snake) displayed in Egypt,” taken by Gesner from an illustration by Belon (1557).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Senter, Mattox & Haddad, 2016. Snake to Monster: Conrad Gessners Schlangenbuch and the Evolution of the Dragon in the Literature of Natural History. Journal of Folklore Research, 53(1), p.70.
] 


Comments: this image shows a hoax and Gesner appears to have utilized the image either knowing it to be fake or perhaps believing its authenticity based on its appearance in previous scholarship. 

Subjects: Taxidermy, hoax, mythology
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