
Assignment 3 – Dating/Database Exercise


(a)          Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.



In the first instance the dates of King Richard II’s 8th regnal year was confirmed as being between 22 June 1384 and 21 June 1385.1

Next, The Assumption of the Virgin Mary date was searched for and this was found to fall on the 15 of August.2

As the end of the regnal year is June, then this means that this must relate to the Assumption of the Virgin Mary in 1384.

The day of the week was then confirmed.15 August 1384 was a Monday3 and the first Thursday after this was Thursday 18 August 1384 so this is the date that the Abbot of Byland was accused in court. 
























1C.R. Cheney, ed. and Michael Jones, ed, A Handbook Of Dates. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), p. 34.
2 Cheney and Jones, A Handbook Of Dates, p. 78.
3Ibid. pp. 194-195.
(b)          Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at 
Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.



When searching for the dates of Bishop Anian’s years in office it was found that there were two Bishops named Anian who were consecrated after the mentioned Bishops Reiner, Abraham and Hugh were located. The first Anian was consecrated November 1249 and died before 29 September 1266,4 as only the three other Bishops are named, this would suggest that this related to the first Bishop Anian and not the one who came later after further Bishops had been consecrated. 

The date that the day of St Mary Magdalene is held is 22 July,5 as Anian became Bishop in November, the day after St Mary Magdalene in his first year as Bishop would be 23 July 1250 and in this year it was a Saturday.6





























4E.B. Fryde, and others ed, Handbook Of British Chronology, 3rd Edn. (Suffolk: Edmundsbury Press, 1986), p. 295.
5Ibid. p. 78.
6E.B Fryde and others ed, Handbook Of British Chronology,p. 166.
(c)           Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton].

7John Ketton was consecrated as Bishop of Ely 6 Sept 1310 so this is the first year of his episcopate. 
The text does not clarify which King Edward is being referred to, but the date of John’s consecration means that it is in the time of King Edward II who reigned from 1307 and the fourth regnal year was 8 July 1310 to 7 July 1311.8 
As this relates to Ash Wednesday which is at the beginning of the year this narrows the year to 1311. In this year Ash Wednesday fell on 24 February. So the court was held on Thursday 25 February 1311.9 
































7E.B Fryde and others ed, Handbook Of British Chronology,p.244.
8Ibid. p. 34.
9Ibid. p. 174.

(d)          Henry, king of the English, greets the Bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.


The search began by working through the list from Henry downwards, but it transpired that names were skipped in favour of others that might yield a more accurate date. The names were first typed into a search engine in order to provide a starting point for research rather than using sources such as Wikipedia as definitive dating tools and then using several reliable databases to confirm.

It does not state which Henry is referred to and so other names were investigated to narrow the search area. The only Earl named David found is of Huntingdon becoming Earl in 1113-1114 resigning February 1136.10 Therefore, this refers to Henry I, reigning from 5 August 1100 to 1 December 1135.11 The dates are therefore narrowed from 1113 to 1135. 

There are three Ranulph of Chesters listed. Ranulph le Meschin became Earl in 1120-1121 and died in 1129.12 He is the only one of the three that had a brother named William.13 1129 therefore is a new end date.












10E.B Fryde and others ed, Handbook Of British Chronology,p.466.
11Ibid. p. 32.
12E.B Fryde and others ed, Handbook Of British Chronology,p.454.
13K.S.B. Keats-Rohan, Domesday Descendants. (Suffolk: Boydell Press, 1999), p. 1039-1040).
Geva is an unusual name, search engine results produced an academic paper containing Geva and stating that this piece of text was a writ for the marriage settlement of Richard Basset.14 The author asserts this was written either January 1121 or 10 June 1123 as these were the dates that King Henry was at Woodstock before leaving for Normandy. Typing ‘marriage settlement writ of Richard Basset’ into a search engine produced a which brought me to Carpenter, 2018 peer reviewed article which contains the aforementioned dates and shows the writ in Latin and modern English.15

Geoffrey Ridel drowned in the sinking of the White Ship16 and so the date must be after 25 November 1120 as it talks about Geoffrey in the past tense. This was also the date that the previous Earl of Chester died before Ranulph was created Earl.17

The Earl of Leicester named was the second Robert de Beaumont, Earl from 1118 to 5 April 1168.18

Pain Fitz John became Sheriff of Herefordshire in 1123,19 as this title was not included in the writ it may be that the writ was dated earlier, however there is no confirmation of when in 1123 he became Sheriff.

20Richard Basset’s wedding appears to have been held between November 1120 and April 1123. 

As Robert Riddel had obviously not attained his majority there are no records for him that could be found. 







14Green, Judith, A., ‘Women And Inheritance In Norman England: The Case Of Geva Ridel’, Prosopon Newsletter, 2001. <http://users.ox.ac.uk/~prosop/prosopon/issue12-1.pdf> [accessed 17 October 2020]. 
15Carpenter, David, X., ‘The Marriage Of Richard Basset: An Undetected Forgery In The Name Of Henry I’, Historical Research, 91.252 (2018), 399-406 <DOI: 10.1111/1468-2281.12227>.
16Forester, Thomas, Ordericus Vitalis, 4th Vol. (London: Henry G Bohn, 1853), p. 48.
17E.B Fryde and others ed, Handbook Of British Chronology,p.454.
18E.B Fryde and others ed, Handbook Of British Chronology,p.468.
19Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Pain Fitz John (2004) < https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-9615?rskey=bnE6ss&result=1> [accessed 20 October 2020].
20Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Richard Basset (2004) < https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-1647?rskey=bLnyCK&result=1> [accessed 20 October 2020].

William d’Aubigny was created an Earl in 113921 which does not help to narrow down the date boundaries.

Carpenter,22 suggests that William the Constable was William Fitz Nigel, but there was no further information of him in other searches.

Several Humphrey de Bohuns were found mentioned in the HBC, but none of them had been created an Earl until 1221,23 far too late for this search. The only occurrence of Humphrey de Bohun unfortunately was found on Wikipedia with the only details that Humphrey I de Bohun died c1123. Which would lower the date range once more.

Geoffrey de Clinton was alive in 1131 but dead by August 1133 which again does not help to reduce the timeline.24

William Fitz Ranulf, William Le Meschin, Thomas of St John, Robert Musard, Robert, Thurstan and Osmund Basset, Nigel d’Aubigny, Geoffrey the Earl’s Chancellor, Ralph Fitz Norman and Hugh Maubanc were all searched and returned no verifiable information or dates. With access to physical documents such as the book Domesday Descendants it may have been possible to verify the date ranges for some of the people listed here.

Of the dates found it would appear from the evidence that the date ranges from 25 November 1120 to 1123 and If the aforementioned dates that Henry was believed to have been at Woodstock are correct, then the Bishop of Lincoln Robert Bloet died 10 Jan 1123 and the new Bishop Alexander wasn’t consecrated until 22 July 1123,25 so based on this, although the writ appears to have been created between the end of November 1120 and 1123, the date of the writ would most likely be January 1121. 















21E.B Fryde and others ed, Handbook Of British Chronology,p.449.
22Carpenter, ‘The Marriage of Richard Basset’ pp. 399-406.
23E.B Fryde and others ed, Handbook Of British Chronology,p.465.
24The National Archives, Notification Of Grant (2020) <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/9bf0a859-c8bf-48c3-b969-ddfde3e4cb91> [accessed 20 October 2020].
25E.B Fryde and others ed, Handbook Of British Chronology,p.255.
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