Aim
This paper aims to provide practitioners with practical and useful information regarding children’s rights in education. Based on the UNCRC, a number of its articles are adopted here and applied to educational settings. The UNCRC articles are clearly open to explanation, but they have been set this way for National Governments (United Kingdom) and their domestic bodies (Welsh Government) to adopt and apply within their context. First codified in The Children Act 1989 and updated in 2004 (Law Wales - Responsibilities under the Children Act 1989 and the Children Act 2004, 2004), the act incorporates these articles to set in law within the UK - the human development, and rights of children. 

The paper methodology is designed as follows; an Article is given from the UNCRC with a brief explanation of its rules. Bullet points are given to address descriptions, linkages or rule setting within educational environments.

	Article 2 (non-discrimination)
The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, sex, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family background. 
· Direct discrimination happens when a person is treated differently because of the way they are. (UNCRC Article 2 - All children have these rights - The Children and Young People's Commissioner Scotland, n.d.)
· Indirect discrimination happens when something applies to everyone in the same way but affects some people unfairly (UNCRC Article 2 - All children have these rights - The Children and Young People's Commissioner Scotland, n.d.)
· Many examples of different types of discrimination were raised with UK Parliament (Children's Rights - Human Rights Joint Committee, 2009); these included:
· [bookmark: n65]children and young people not being taken seriously when reporting a crime or calling emergency services; 
· [bookmark: n68]discriminatory attitudes of educational professionals towards disabled children; 
· [bookmark: n70]high incidence of bullying of children with a learning disability; and 


	Article 3 (best interests of the child) The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children. 
When adults who know a child or young person think about that person’s best interests, they should (UNCRC Article 3 - Adults must do what’s best for me - The Children and Young People's Commissioner Scotland, n.d.):
· think about what’s best for them in their day to day lives
· make sure they are protected and cared for.
When adults in positions of power think about children and young people’s best interests, they should:
· think about what’s best for children and young people in their day to day lives when making laws
· make sure children and young people are protected and cared for
· make sure that groups who protect and care for children and young people are good at what they do.

	Article 5 (parental guidance and a child’s evolving capacities) Governments must respect the rights and responsibilities of parents and carers to provide guidance and direction to their child as they grow up, so that they fully enjoy their rights. This must be done in a way that recognises the child’s increasing capacity to make their own choices. 
· Governments should help parents to help you to know about and use children’s rights as you grow up (UNCRC - Children’s Commissioner for Wales, n.d.)
· States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, where applicable, the members of the extended family or community as provided for by local custom, legal guardians or other persons legally responsible for the child, to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in the present Convention (OHCHR | Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2002)

	Article 6 (life, survival and development) Every child has the right to life. Governments must do all they can to ensure that children survive and develop to their full potential. 
▪ Linking a school’s vision and aims to helping pupils develop their full potential. 
▪ Key school initiatives which support pupil’s well-being and realisation of their full (ARTICLES IN ACTION - The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in the UK school context., 2019)
potential (e.g. healthy living, ‘resilience’ in learning, provision of extra-curricular activities, support for mental health and well-being, including role of specialist staff). 
▪ Jurisdiction initiatives: e.g. well-being.
▪ Policies: e.g. additional and specialist provision, child protection and safeguarding
▪ Curriculum: e.g. learning about how the right to life is supported through the health and emergency services (e.g. PSE/PSHE, Science), understanding the differences between ‘wants and needs’.
▪ Assemblies: e.g. see Primary school assemblies and Secondary school assemblies. 
▪ See Linking calendar events to rights e.g. World Food Day.
▪ Link to several UN Global Goals and see World’s Largest Lesson. 
· This Article also says that children and young people should be able to grow up in conditions that don’t impact negatively on their physical and mental wellbeing (UNCRC Article 6 - I should be supported to live and grow - The Children and Young People's Commissioner Scotland, n.d.)
· It says the government should do as much as they can to make sure children and young people can live in these conditions in order that they can develop (UNCRC Article 6 - I should be supported to live and grow - The Children and Young People's Commissioner Scotland, n.d.)


	Article 29 (goals of education) Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment. 
· States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to (Article 29: Aims of education, n.d.):
· The development of the child's personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential;
· The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and for the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations;
· The development of respect for the child's parents, his or her own cultural identity, language and values, for the national values of the country in which the child is living, the country from which he or she may originate, and for civilizations different from his or her own;
· The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indigenous origin;
· The development of respect for the natural environment.
· No part of the present article or article 28 shall be construed so as to interfere with the liberty of individuals and bodies to establish and direct educational institutions, subject always to the observance of the principles set forth in paragraph 1 of the present article and to the requirements that the education given in such institutions shall conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State





Conclusion
The articles of the UNCRC in this paper provide general guidance on the wellbeing of a child, their development, their identity at home, the respect of their parents/guardians, and their overall rights as an individual citizen to make their own decisions. Therefore, practitioners within the field must under national and international law, aim to provide these facilities and services to each child ensuring that at all times each child is equally given favourable terms regarding these rights.
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