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TITLE: The wreck of the Kyrenia: An object biography perspective
A WORKING THESIS STATEMENT: 
The Kyrenia was a 4th century merchant ship that that crossed the mediterranean to deliver amphora containing wine and other goods.
ABSTRACT: 

During the 4th century Greece was a place in which there was much sea travel for trade, war and migration. The sea connected the people of Egypt, Cyprus, The Levant, Crete and Greece, and many people owed their livelihoods to the sea and spent their lives at sea. This dissertation investigates the life of the Kyrenia, a 4th century merchant ship wreckrd off the coast of Cyprus, and how it was connected to the wider world. I intend to use an object biography perspective to trace the life of the Kyrenia from its construction in 389BC (Steffy, 1985) (Carbon dating) through its life at sea as a merchant vessel, to its eventual sinking off the coast of Cyrus and to its final discovery and restoration in the Ancient shipwreck museum in Kyrenia, Cyprus. The Kyrenia was constructed from pine using the ‘shell first’ technique. It sailed the Aegean in the fourth century during the time of Alexander the Great as a merchant ship. It was wrecked off the coast of Cyprus with a full cargo of amphora and other goods. It was discovered in 1968 by a diver and excavation started soon after. Today the restored hull and some of the cargo are preserved in the Ancient Shipwreck  Museum and replicas of the ship have also be created.     

REFLECTION:

At the end of second year I thought about what my dissertation would be on and decided on a Naurtical Archaeology topic. My first title was,  ‘Investigate what the discovery and analysis of the Kyrenia shipwreck can reveal about the life of the merchants and how it ended by piracy’. Once I had came back on campus I was able to meet my personal tutor. She was really useful in helping me refine my idea and approach.  The first approach I considered was to use phenomenology in order to investigate the lives of the merchant sailors. While researching the phenomenology aspect of the topic I discovered that my real interest was in the ship itself and the story it could tell. I was excited to discover Kopytoff’s ‘The cultural biography of things: commoditization as process, 1986’ and realised this fitted perfectly with my interest in the Kyrenia. I decided to change the topic slightly to ‘The wreck of the Kyrenia: An object biography perspective’, with this new approach I will be able to focus more on the shipwreck itself rather than the people and wider world approach. At the same time this approach will shed light on these other aspects.  
OBJECTIVES:
These are the questions I want to address:

· How can we understand the Kyrenia within the context of its world? 

· Where did it come from?- investigating the historical timeline of ship design and construction. 
· How was it made?

· How was it used in life?

· How did its life as a merchant ship end? – and what does this tell us about its world. 
· What purpose did it serve in the 4th century? – investigating the trading networks of the period.    
OUTLINE:

Kyrenia (biography of an object)

· Introduction

· Chapter one – Design and construction: the birth of the Kyrenia
· Chapter two – The Kyrenia in life: fourth century tradiing vessel 
· Chapter three – The sinking of the Kyrenia and its discovery and restoration 
· Conclusion 

METHODOLOGY:
I want to use object biography perspective to see what that can reveal about the 4th century Aegean world of trade. The biography perspective will help reveal the connectedness of this world through the life journey of the Kyrenia from its initial design and construction through its use in life as a trading vessel, to its eventually sinking off the coast of Cyprus. I also want to explore its modern discovery treatment and replication. 

Primary sources: 

· Kyrenia shipwreck (Ancient shipwreck muesum, Kyrenia.) 

· The recovered cargo of the shipwreck (Ancient shipwreck muesum, Kyrenia.)
· Textual evidence as yet unsourced 
· Ship iconography as yet unsourced

Secondary sources

· Excavation reports 

· Kyrenia scholarship including:
· Work on the construction of the ship.
· What the ship was used for.

· Also works on modern replicas of the kyrenia to show its renewed life and give answers to the life of the ship.
· Kyrenia II, III

· Kyrenia Discovery
Kopytoff’s ‘The cultural biography of things: commoditization as process, 1986’
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