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XL Bullies are being banned.
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The reason why I have chosen this topic is to create a social Marketing plan for the breed of XL bullies being banned. How this has affected families and individuals going through this difficult time with the change of law and regulations regarding this loving breed. 
Owners are too scared to go out with their dogs, worrying about getting reported and their dog being taken away from them they should not have to live this way, The purpose of the portfolio is to change the behaviour of society towards XL Bullies to get an understanding of the breed and how gentle and loving they are. 
Owners are Being pressured by the government to put their beloved pet to sleep by getting compensation of £200 to help towards the costs of the vet fee, it’s disgusting that families and individuals are being pressured to do this! Dogs are not just an animal they are a huge part of the family.
From the 31st of October 2023, The United Kingdom government has decided to ban XL Bullies. Due to the increase of serious accidents involving this breed, and two major attacks in September and October 2023. This breed has now been added under the Dangerous Dog Act 1991, which also includes pit bulls, Japanese Tosa, doge Argentino, and fila Brasileiro. 
With new Laws in place for owners and their dogs to adapt to, will come in three stages.
Stage One – 31st October 2023
Following the announcements, applications for exemption certificates for owners with XL Bullies will begin.
Stage Two- 31st December 2023
It will be illegal in the U.K. to do any of the below.
· Sell XL Bullies.
· Abandon XL Bullies.
· Breed XL Bullies.
· Having a XL Bullies of the lead and not wearing a mussel.
· Give away XL Bullies.
· Do not have a microchipped.
All owners have got to make sure that the breed is microchipped, by this date 31st December 2023. 
Stage Three- from the 1st of February 2024
It will be illegal to own an XL Bully unless all owners have the full documents required and obey the rules. 
· Make sure XL Bullies are microchipped. 
· Muzzled when out on walks.
· Neutered. 
· Taking out third-party insurance against your dog harming others.
· Over 16 years old.

Third-party insurance
The third-party public Liability insurance is for banned breeds that have been listed under the Dangerous Dog Act 1991 but is to protect you and others around you, all owners will have to know the start date of their insurance as they will need to use this information to get the certificate of exemption.
If the owner's dog is part of the companion club which is run through an organization called Dog Trust, their third-party public liability insurance covers up to four dogs at a time.

Certificate of Exemption
Owners of XL Bullies will have to apply for an application for a certificate of exemption, the cost of this is £92.40 for each dog.
Before you can apply for the certificate, all owners have to make sure that the breed is neutered and have Third-party liability insurance.
When XL bully owners are walking their dogs, they have to be carrying this certificate of exemption if asked by Police or council dog wardens, if the owner fails to show the asked document, they have got to show proof of the certificate within 5 days, if fail to show the documents in that period time will lead to prosecution and the dog will be removed from the home.
The owner has to inform the index of exemption of any changes e.g. change of address and if the breed has sadly passed away.
Neutered
· Dogs older than one year old on the 31st of January 2024, must be done by 30th June 2024.
· Dogs less than one year old on the 31st oft January 2024, must be done by the 31st of December 2024.

[image: A group of people holding signs

Description automatically generated]


Throughout the UK, the community has come together to fight for the rights against banning XL Bullies by protesting in London and Coventry, thousands of people got together from all different areas to stop this Law, and a signed petition was set up by Glen Savills which has reached 609,005. In Manchester, the community pulled together to raise money to Help with vet fees and applications for Families with XL Bullies. 
There is support for owners with XL Bullies throughout the U.K. to funding and training. There are charities and organization that is offering support to XL Bullies from Torridge and North Devon District Council and in Knowsley. There are Organizations which include PDSA, and Dog Trust.
 A charity called Flintshire- has secured £5000 grant which will help owners that are struggling financially to cover the cost of neutering XL Bullies at a vet practice in Mold. So far, the grant has helped over 150 people in the area.
This topic was debated on the 23rd of November 2023, in the House of Commons and this was the result.

“The Government has added the breed to the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991, due to many incidents happening involving XL Bullies.”






Positive and negative impact on the society.
XL Bullies are just like any other dog breed it all depends on their owners and how they are trained. There are a lot of gangsters and criminals throughout the United Kingdom, where XL Bullies are being used as a weapon negatively, and also this breed is being used as an extreme business (Breeding).
So, XL Bullies are being trained to be aggressive towards others for gangsters and criminals to feel the power and feel as if they are untouchable because that’s how the XL Bullies have been trained by their owners, through the XL Bullies eyes that’s all the animal knows. It is wrong it should not be the breed that got banned they should bring out a law to ensure people can cope with any breed and be able to train that chosen breed.
Here is a negative video of XL bullies falling into the wrong hands!
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[image: CONFRONTING A VICOUS PITBULL #pitbull #shorts]Here is a Positive Outcome of XL Bullies that can be family pets and amazing with children, an amazing and loving breed. Being trained in the right way with a lot of patience is a lot calmer and more relaxed XL Bully. 








Market research into other social marketing.
Researching other social marketing, there are many iconic advertising campaigns at all times, dating back to 1947.  I found a Christmas advert for Lidl’s 2023 using animals one being an XL Bully and a raccoon. The advert is touching and gets a message across on two things. Shows XL Bullies are not aggressive they are calm and relaxed, in some respect Lidl would not use an XL Bully and work with the breed knowing that this breed has an aggressive manner.
 Training this breed to do this advert is out of this world a lot of time and patience has been put into working alongside this breed this can also change the behaviours of others. The second message is about donating toys to the Toys Bank for Christmas. Lidl’s target audience would be from the age of 13 years old to adults.
Also, researched one of the oldest adverts of all time dating back to 1947, called De Beers- A Diamond is Forever.
[image: ]The iconic text “A diamond is forever” was pinned by a copywriter Frances Gerety at the New York Ayer agency in Philadelphia, well it quickly became the foundation for an extensive print media campaign on behalf of DeBeers.
More the 70 years later, the advert is well known, and the memorable four-ward sentiment remains one of the most recognised brands of all time.



To advertise the XL Bully marketing campaign, I will be identifying the audience I will be aiming to talk to which will be different individuals from the range age from 18 to 60 years old to influence in different ways. To gain an effective behaviour change which would lead to a very segmented audience.
 By using different platforms for various age ranges for example 18- 40-year-olds would use the platforms Snapchat and TikTok and 40 and above would use Facebook and Instagram to advertise XL Bully marketing campaigns.
 To understand the target audience, the XL Bully marketing campaign to work to understand How the audience would feel and think. Where do they hang out, how do they talk, and who do they trust? Before making the audience change their behavior, I have to uncover what it is in for them. 


What matters to them enough for them to change the way they act? There are many dog lovers all across the world, XL Bullies being the most popular and loved breed that matters to many individuals across the world, which will help get individuals to understand the breed by spreading the message across all different platforms.
 So, putting structure in place for changing behavior to advertise the XL Bully marketing campaign to come up with a plan to get the message across to different individuals by using their emotions for XL Bullies. by putting a video together using different platforms, different music, and using words wisely to get individual’s attention to aim for changing behavior marketing.

Own Advertisement marketing for the XL Bully campaign.

Advertisement for the XL Bully campaign, using TikTok, and then forward the link to Facebook to get the message out there. Families are losing their beloved friends through financial impact and law and regulation changes. To think about changing behavior by using the technique of using an individual's emotions to be touched with what they have just seen.
 Using platforms is a good way to get the messages shared across the Era digital world which would have more effect on social marketing and can be shared faster than using flyers or billboards as it is hard to tackle what individuals want, and what they could get out of it.
 Realizing it would not be touching and would not get the message across. Using different platforms by using different tools to change behaviors is a good way to touch individuals' emotions and ways of thinking.
 I have used a sad song with a beloved poem to say goodbye to the XL Bullies that have already been put to sleep, Putting the support out there for individuals and families that going through this great deal. 
https://www.tiktok.com/@donnafisher551/video/7312900257963183393?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc&web_id=7300210993908155936 
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