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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

 Is there a correlation between  Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) and criminality. 

Do children who have endured adverse childhood experiences have a higher likelihood of being engaged in county lines?

INTRODUCTION:

This dissertation will look at if there is a correlation between Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) and criminality.  It will discuss the protentional reasons on why Early intervention so important to prevent criminality.

Adverse childhood experiences, including verbal, mental, sexual, and physical abuse, can significantly impact a person's health and well-being, often resulting from domestic violence, alcohol abuse, parental separation, or drug abuse. Poor childhood experiences lead to poor mental health, self-image, and self-worth, resulting in health-harming behaviours and potential diseases like cancer, heart disease, and diabetes. These experiences can also affect school performance and crime involvement (Public Health Wales, 2020).

The researcher selected the topic based on their own experience with it. The issue is significant, and they think that there is a need for more awareness in identifying and assisting victims of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES).

Furthermore, Adverse childhood experiences have a big impact of everyday policing. Often leading to a cycle of poor health and anti-social behaviour in families, perpetuating the cycle of adversity. To break this cycle of adversity it would be extremely beneficial for operational police officers to possess the ability to identify indicators of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) and direct them towards appropriate avenues of support by working with multi agency partners. The purpose of this approach is to implement early intervention, ensuring timely and appropriate assistance, hence reducing the likelihood of individuals being engaged in the criminal justice system. Consequently, this would alleviate the burden on policing and prison services.


 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The aims of the study are.

1. To identify if ACES lead to criminality.
2. Why early intervention is so important.
3. Are the police working with the right support agencies 
4. Is there enough awareness of Police officers recognising the signs of ACES and providing the right intervention.

The aims of the research will be met by the following objectives
       5.   Review the literature surrounding ACES 
       6.  To identify and evaluate secondary data of ACES 
       7. To undertake primary surveys with friends, relatives, officers, and other organisations to determine their perspectives, concepts, and suggestions on areas where assistance and support might be enhanced.
        8.The objective is to collect, evaluate, and present both primary and secondary data to find patterns and highlight areas that need improvement.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This literature review explores the link between Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), including abuse, neglect, and household dysfunction, and criminal behaviour, focusing on how early trauma influences later involvement in crime.

The life-course perspective suggests that early life experiences shape developmental pathways leading to criminal behaviour. Social learning theory suggests children exposed to violence may internalize these behaviour’s as normative, increasing their likelihood. Attachment theory explains how disrupted attachment relationships in childhood can hinder healthy social bonds, protecting against criminal behaviour.

Research consistently shows a high prevalence of ACEs among criminal justice system individuals, with studies showing a significant correlation between childhood trauma and criminal behaviour, particularly violent crimes. Studies by Anda et al. (2006) and Wolff and Baglivio (2017) also found similar findings.

Different type ACEs, including child abuse, neglect, and household dysfunction, are linked to various forms of criminal behaviour. A study by Fox et al (2015) found that exposure to multiple ACEs increases the risk of criminal behaviour, with those experiencing four or more ACEs being particularly vulnerable to engaging in crime.


Multiple methods have been suggested to explain how ACEs cause crime. Chronic stress may create neurodevelopmental abnormalities that impair emotional regulation and increase impulsivity, increasing criminality (De Bellis & Zisk, 2014). ACEs may also cause socioeconomic deprivation and low educational performance, which increase criminal risk (Widom, 1989).


Multiple ACEs promote chronic offending, according to the cumulative risk model. Baglivio et al. (2014) observed that young people with high ACE scores were more likely to become chronic offenders, emphasising the significance for early intervention to prevent criminality.


ACEs and crime may vary by gender, according to research. Due to trauma-coping behaviours like prostitution and drug use, women with high ACE scores are more likely to commit non-violent crimes and enter the criminal justice system (Levenson, 2016). In contrast, males are more likely to engage in more violent crimes due to differing trauma-related social and psychological responses.

Early intervention and prevention are crucial since ACEs are strongly linked to crime. Trauma-informed care, mental health treatments, and family support programmes have reduced criminal behaviour (Kerig, 2018). It is key to address the intergenerational cycle of trauma and prevent future ACEs in youth. It’s vital that police officers have the knowledge and training on Trauma-informed policing strategies, to improve officers' understanding that trauma effects community needs, especially for victims with high levels of ACEs. This increases empathy, enables officers to respond appropriately, and connect victims with necessary services. Addressing victims' needs promotes community trust and reduces criminal behaviour.





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research methodology involves the creation of a questionnaire using Outlook Microsoft Forms, which will then be made accessible online via hyperlinks and social media platforms. This method recognises the sensitivity of the subject matter and admits that participants may be discouraged if the research was done in person. By adopting this approach, complete anonymity will ideally incentivise persons who may typically be deterred from participating. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

To conduct primary surveys with Police officers, third party charities/organisations.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There will be no substantial ethical limitations since the research will not include any victims. Participants will be asked for permission to use anonymised information. The questions will be ethical, and as mentioned before, all personal data will be eliminated to ensure that no persons or places can be recognised.



	TIME SCALE:
. 

The current timeframes are set out by the submission deadlines determined by the university. My objective is to finish all tasks well in advance of the due dates, giving me enough time to confer with my tutor and incorporate any suggested adjustments to my academic work as the project progresses. I strive to maintain regular connection with her to assure the timely progress of my project.
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