Assignment 1- ECAY6005 The concept of Family has dramatically changed in the 21st century; critically reflect upon this statement.
Within this essay a discussion of how the concept of family has dramatically changed in modern day society regarding same- sex couples and how this has made an impact on society. This essay will soley focus on legislative framework regarding the changes of same-sex couples. The term same- sex families are one or more parents who identify as lesbian, gay, or bisexual Same-sex couples and LGB parents without children may fall under this category (Power,2016, n.p.) Throughout this essay, there will be a clear distinction made between past and modern family and how the dynamic has drastically changed to benefit those who are in same-sex couples through the use of legislation example, the office for national statistics (2021, n.p.) published that ‘same sex marriage is the largest group at 0.28% (134,000)’. From this, it is clear to see that in today's contemporary society same-sex couples are favored and comparisons will be made throughout.
To begin to understand how same-sex couples have become accepted in our contemporary society, it must be explored how this family type was previously viewed as being a crime. For example, ‘The Criminal Law Amendment Act’ of (1867) (GOV.UK,1867, n.p.) prohibited homosexual behavior between men, and by 1954, over a thousand men were imprisoned each year for homosexual offences. (UK Parliamnet,1957, n.p.). To explore the Wolfenden report further it must be understood what it entails. In the history of the LGBT community, the Wolfenden Report, originally a 1957 British government study known Since it recommended that private homosexual activity between consenting adults should no longer be prohibited, the Report of the Committee on Homosexual Offences and Prostitution is significant. (Summers,2015, p.1). This report shows great significance and awareness of how the laws and regulations regarding same-sex relationships needed to be amended immediately. The views of same-sex couples in 1533 can be viewed as extreme as ‘The Buggery Act’ (1533) was set in place. This act suggested that during the reign of Henry VIII, this included numerous sexual transgressions, such as the act for the punishment of the vice of buggery which was passed by Parliament and carried a death sentence (Human Dignity trust,2024, n.p.). This act in previous years portrays the extent in which society viewed homosexuality and ultimately became a crime. To explore the concept of homosexuality in more detail (Levy,2015, n.p.) states that ‘between the two Acts of 1967 and 2003, 30,000 gay and bisexual men were convicted for behavior that would not have been a crime had their partner been a woman’. These statistics show us that the number of innocent individuals that were convicted for a ‘crime’ has now been legalized and viewed differently.
As homosexuality in previous years has been identified as being immoral and criminal, the exploration of social change can be identified. ‘The sexual offences Act’ (1957) published by (UK Parliament,1967, n.p.) was introduced and was a major step in the right direction for the LGBT community as the act the Act allowed two willing people over 21 to engage in gay conduct together. However, although this change was implemented there was still much more change to be made. For example, the 1967 Act only partially decriminalized homosexual relations as its rules are for the relationship to be privatized and not in public (UK Parliament,2017, n.p.). Although this act is tremendously life changing for those who are now able to be in same-sex couples the act still does not respect and approve of making homosexuality a social norm. Social norms are located where expectations, beliefs, and actions interact social penalties also known as punishments and social rewards for following it keep social norms in place. They are taught and accepted from a young age (Unicef,2021, p.1). Therefore, this explains why it took so long for government action to be implemented and even longer for the act to fully immerse in homosexuality becoming a social acceptance. By understanding the effect of social norms, it ensures that the impact of individuals self-conscious can be analyzed for example, either positive or negative punishments are used to enforce rules as people's demand for belonging and social acceptance drives them to comply to group norms. People usually lose social acceptance when they deviate from the norm and risk being shunned, the subject of rumors, or subjected to various forms of punishment (Heise & Manji, 2016, p.2).  To show that the social norms in our contemporary society are changing the ‘Same Sex Couples Act’ (2013), was passed on 17 July 2013, and the first marriages of same sex couples took place in 2014’ (GOV.UK,2014, p.1). From previous examples of how same-sex couple marriages were disbarred this shows major progress as this enables same-sex couples to commit their relationship officially in civil ceremonies as any other heterosexual couple can. In relation to this, ‘The Equality Act’ (2010) (GOV.UK which ultimately modifies the definition of gender reassignment, the essential structure for safeguarding against direct and indirect harassment, discrimination, and victimization in public affairs, employment, education, associations, and commuting. This law coming into force allows for the equality for heterosexual, gay, lesbian or bisexual and when an entity actively promotes or develops gay, lesbian, or bisexual individuals to engage in a position  their treatment by an employer or organization comes under one of the exceptions that allow for discrimination against individuals based on their sexual orientation (Equality and human rights commission,2016,n.p.)
To understand the significance of ‘The Same Sex Couples Act’ (2013) (GOV.UK,2013) the views of feminist activists must be explored as they made an impact of getting the act pushed forward. Feminism aims to understand the nature of gender inequality by concentrating on gender politics, power dynamics, and sexuality. Furthermore, experiences with gender norms and relationships form the basis of feminism. (Kentucky univerity,2024, n.p.). Feminism is a majorly important social construct that has been Implemed in society and has changed many lives. But first, to understand the impact feminism has on our society it must be explored must be explored. According to (Stanford philiosphy,2008, n.p.) in feminist terms ‘sex’ and ‘gender’ mean two completely different things as Humans are classified as either male or female based on biological characteristics like chromosomes and sex organs, while their social identity is determined by their "gender." and the role that they play. To explore this in more detail, as most would view gender and sex essentially being a combined social concept they are both separate and important factors in identifying the issues regarding same-sex relationships. For example, (Stanford philiosphy,2008, n.p.) suggests that social learning theorists contend that children are also impacted by their observations of their surroundings. Once more, this makes it difficult to tackle gender socialization. This shows that these kinds of socializing impacts are believed to shape us into feminine and masculine individuals by subtly conveying expectations about how men and women should behave. A study conducted by (Goldberg & Garcia,2016, p.4) suggests that children who have two parents of the same gender may behave differently in terms of gender roles than children who have two parents of different genders. Additionally, it implies that the gender of the child may mitigate this effect, meaning that children raised in households without a parent of their gender may be less gender-typed because of not having a same-gender role model to aspire to. By exploring how households portray the image of heterosexual relationships from a young age it portrays to us how the views of same-sex marriages were frowned upon and how people were unwilling to accept the change in society.
To understand how the government legislation made a massive change regarding the legalization of the ‘Same-Sex Marriage Act’ (2013) (GOV.UK,2013) section 28 must be explored. When this act was implemented, it changed many lives for the better, however, there were some issues presents. For example, (UK Parliament,2023, n.p.) stated that David Wilshere, the Conservative MP for Spelthorne at the time, suggested amending the Local Government draft on December 8, 1987, at the Committee stage, by adding provisions akin to those found in Lord Halsbury's previous draft. Local governments would not be allowed to promote homosexuality by instruction or the publication of materials, according to the proposed new clause. This shows that those of the LGBT community were still facing issues with these new act as it still prevented the relationship from being published and accepted in school communities. Since then, the government have developed a scheme for the LGBT community as the (Government equalities office,2018, p.5) published the government started surveying LGBT people countrywide in July 2017. The survey was open to everyone who identified as having a minority sexual orientation or gender identity., or sex characteristics was eligible to take the poll. The poll was the largest nationwide survey of its sort in the world, with over 108,000 replies. From these responses the Spending Review period in March 2020, the Government Equalities Office will allot £4.5 million in financing. It will thereafter look for extra funds in subsequent years (Government equalities office,2018, p.5). This shows major significance in recognition in changing stigma regarding heterosexual couples as the appeal of section 28 made a major impact due to its lack of change. For example, in their interaction with the government, the Health Education Authority conducted a survey. Of the 4,400 youths (ages 16 to 19) polled in 1991 revealed that ‘82% of respondents indicated they had not received any information regarding male homosexuality, 86% said they had not received any information about lesbianism, and 45% thought they had not received enough information about homosexuality in school’. (The national archives,2023, n.p.) This portrays the upset that those in same-sex marriages and relationships felt as although a law was implemented yet there was still a lot of social change to be made.
Its majorly important to focus on the section 28 appeal regarding the same-sex marriages act 2013 (gov.uk,2013) as this implemented a major social justice for those of the LGBT community. For example, from this appeal the formation of the (AIDS health campaign,2016, n.p.)  which ultimately was introduced to increase public awareness and dedicated to saving lives, despite some individuals believing that the dramatic commercials further demonized AIDS by increasing fear levels. This shows that this implementation of this campaign allowed for the ‘new diagnoses of HIV, which were over 3,000 in 1985, dropped by a third in three years,’ (AIDS health campaign,2016, n.p.). From this (Rosenfeld, D,2018, n.p.) revealed that the high prevalence of AIDS affected their social, psychological, personal, and communal lives between 1987 and 1996. related deaths during the epidemic's peak as well as throughout their lives and into later years. Between 1987 and 1998, AIDS claimed the lives of 324,029 men and women. These statistics show a staggering differential between past and present acknowledgment regarding same-sex relationship stigma and how it is now normalized. Furthermore, according to (aidsmap,2023, n.p.) published in the 1990s, estimates of the overall number of HIV-positive individuals, including those who had never taken an HIV test, started to be created and improved. In the UK, there were estimated to be 23,000 HIV-positive individuals by the end of 1994, including 7,500 (36%) who were undiagnosed. However, today figures by (GOV.UK,2021, n.p.) show that Between 2014 and 2019, the number of new HIV diagnoses in England decreased by 35%. An estimated 94% of HIV-positive individuals received a diagnosis in 2019, and 98% of those individuals were receiving treatment’. To add to this, Halkitis,2019, n.p.) published that after Stonewall started the LGBT community to suffer from AIDS. Prior to Stonewall, gay men were highly sexually active, but less overtly out of concern for legal repercussions. However, following Stonewall, a few variables may have contributed to the rapid spread of the virus, including the ease with which a small group of homosexual men might have had several sexual partners at bathhouses. It would have been extremely challenging to forecast the effects of HIV even with this knowledge. 
Furthermore, by the year 2030, "an investment of over £3.5 million will be implemented to deliver a National HIV Prevention Programmed which will deliver an annual national HIV Testing Week to get 20,000 higher risk people to test for HIV in order to prevent those without the virus from acquiring HIV infection." This is an additional goal that was set by the government of the United Kingdom. The health care system was not adequately prepared to meet the requirements of the LGBTI community. This demonstrates that there has been a significant shift in the way that same-sex partnerships are supported today, and it is ongoing to make changes to guarantee equality for people of all genders. Furthermore, it is essential to acknowledge the LGBT liberation struggle to completely comprehend the way these modifications were accomplished. Stonewall would become a symbol of the solidarity of homosexual organizations in the face of social and political discrimination for decades to come. This campaign was for decades to come. Even though the Stonewall riots were the catalyst for a fresh round of political participation, it is not possible to consider them to represent the commencement of the homosexual rights movement in and of themselves (Briticanna, 2024, page 2). This movement was a turning point in history; it had the power to drastically alter people's lives and exerted pressure on the establishment of new laws that would lead to the legalization of partnerships between people of the same sexual orientation. In conclusion, it is clear to see that throughout this essay there is a clear distinction between previous laws and its views regarding same-sex marriage and todays laws. For example, the most recent bill implantation published by (UK Parliament,2019) known as the Civil Partnership, Marriages, and Deaths Act 2019 (Gov.uk,2019, n.p.). This act identifies the social change that has been injected into our society as it is in place to allow for the extension of civil partnerships and the registration of marriage and non-sex couples, the creation of a report on the registration of pregnancy loss, the investigation of stillbirths, and other related objectives. In comparison to the laws set in the 1970s such as ‘The Nullity of Marriage Act’ of (1971) was the first law to forbid same-sex unions. Later, this prohibition was included in the 1973 ‘Matrimonial Causes Act’ (1983) (Peter Tatchell Foundation,2014, p.1). This act was a clear statement that the marriage will be null and void if a same-sex couple intentionally and knowingly gets married under this Act without the necessary consent. (Legislation.UK,1970, n.p.). These examples alone show the major significance in law and statues and how those in same-sex relationships are now free to conduct a marriage in civil ceremonies which shows the equality that now stands for heterosexual couples in contemporary society.
In conclusion, the legislative framework provided provides a clear distinction between previous legislative remarks compared to the 21st century regarding same-sex couples and how this type of relationship has become accepted now. 
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