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We will define what research and referencing skills are, show their importance and benefits for students, as well as explain the different parts of referencing and exploring many skills that can help students enhance their research skills.

[bookmark: _Toc127623313]Introduction

Referencing skills are those that make us cite sources in academic writing properly. This is important because it shows our work as honest and gives credit to the ideas of others. There can be different type of referencing styles and it is important to reference consistently using the same style throughout a paper.
Research skills are a set of abilities that allow someone to interpret information to answer a question or fix a problem. Research skills is a wide term that has many steps, from making a good question, to finding good sources for information, collecting data and showing the conclusion. Strong research skills are needed for anyone engaged in academic research and can be developed through training.
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Effective referencing skills are many, like understanding the specific referencing style required, choosing reliable sources, citing sources in-text to show where the information is from, creating a reference list with all the information that is relevant, checking for accuracy to make sure there are no errors, avoiding plagiarism to not claim others’ work as our own. ‘Plagiarism is viewed poorly in student writing, for not displaying academic integrity’ says Vardi (2012).
Effective referencing skills are essential for academic writing, research, and communication. They demonstrate respect for the work of others and help to ensure the credibility and quality of the work being produced. 
[bookmark: _Toc127623315]Importance of research skills

Research skills are important for students for a number of reasons, they develop critical thinking and analysis skills, by researching students can learn to evaluate information, say if a source is reliable or not, and think rationally about the information they learn.
They enhance academic writing because good sources give the students supporting points for their own writing, as well as teaching them more about the topic of the writing and helping them understand deeper and with different points of view. ‘Students who conducted research demonstrate greater improvement in their abilities to generate testable hypotheses’ says Feldon et al. (2011).
They improve research efficiency, learning how to research well can make the process way faster, by knowing which sources are good students can save time and find the information they want more quickly.
They can prepare the student for future careers, research and referencing skills can be used in many jobs such as law, journalist, etc. Jobs which require very strong research and referencing skills, this is why developing these skills while in education can help prepare for the future workplace.













[bookmark: _Toc127623316]Referencing
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‘Instructors teach students paraphrasing so students avoid academic misconduct’ says Rossi (2022). This is one of the main goals behind paraphrasing, to let students use others’ ideas without breaking any rules. It is a part of referencing and it means to express through your own words, the ideas of others, this can help a student understand concepts better as well as make complex ideas easier to understand.
When paraphrasing we should read the text many times before deciding what the main concept is, so we can translate it to our own words.
By mastering the skill of paraphrasing, we can improve our writing and communication skills and become more effective communicators.
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In-text citations are notes inside of a text, that help people who read it find the original source of the quote next to it. They are often written in parenthesis with the author’s surname and the year of their publication that is being referenced. Adding in-text citations to our work can help us as students to show our work has been researched and is backed up by other sources, making our points stronger.
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References are the list of sources that have been cited in a work, this list is usually at the end of the document and it shows the full information for every source used in the text. The goal of references is to give the reader the information to find and verify the sources used to support our work. Things like the author’s surname and initials, date of publication, title of the work and journal name is written here. 
Failing to write references properly can make our work look fake and not well-informed. We must be careful and accurate with references, as they can also be used by readers to find more information related to our work and help them understand our concepts and related points of view better.
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Skills that can strongly help enhance research skills can be many.
[bookmark: _Toc127623321]Information search skills
Students need to have strong information searching skills, which are the abilities to search for and use information effectively. They should be able to identify relevant sources, evaluate the credibility of those sources, and use that information into their research.
[bookmark: _Toc127623322]Critical thinking skills
These skills are essential for effective research. Students should be able to analyze information, identify  assumptions, and form their own opinions based on evidence.
[bookmark: _Toc127623323]Time management skills
Research can be time-consuming, and students need to be able to manage their time to complete their research on time. They should be able to plan their research and set deadlines.
[bookmark: _Toc127623324]Organization skills
Good research requires good organization skills. Students should be able to keep track of their sources, take notes, and organize their information in a logical way.
[bookmark: _Toc127623325]Communication skills
Strong communication skills are important for presenting research, they allow students to share their ideas and findings to others, effectively presenting research questions and conclusions to colleagues is necessary. ‘Students’ communication effectiveness was positively associated with positive learning outcomes’ says Frymier (2005).
That is why students should be able to communicate their ideas clearly, both in writing and in speaking, they can do this in many ways like through presentations, using visual aids like graphs, and being able to listen to questions and feedback and reply to it. It is also important that complex ideas can be explained in understandable ways, which is achieved through communication. 
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Students should be familiar with technology, such as Microsoft office, google, etc. They should be able to use technology to organize and present their research. Rodrigues et al. (2021) say ‘balanced development of students’ technological skills in higher education is crucial for their professional future’, this is because research is much easier if you know how to use technology well.
By developing these skills, students can become more effective researchers and produce better papers.
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Technological skills and communication skills are two of the most important skills to enhance research skills, which are important to students as they lead to higher success rate. Referencing skills are also important to show honesty in students’ work.
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