Maurane GISIGER 	2219166	1

[image: Une image contenant texte

Description générée automatiquement]


Postgraduate/Distance Learning 
Assignment coversheet & feedback form

THIS SHEET MUST BE THE FIRST PAGE OF THE ASSIGNMENT YOU ARE SUBMITTING  (DO NOT SEND AS A SEPARATE FILE)

	For completion by the student:

	Student Name: Maurane Gisiger
Student University Email: 2219166@student.uwtsd.ac.uk 

	Module code: HPCA7015

Module title: Foundations in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology


	Student ID number:

2219166
	Educational support needs:
No

	Assignment title: A 3,500 word essay written on a topic within the subject area
Assignment due date: 3rd January 2023

	[bookmark: Check13][bookmark: Check14][bookmark: Check15][bookmark: Check16][bookmark: Check17][bookmark: Check18]This assignment is for the       1st |X|    2nd  |_|     3rd  |_|      4th |_|      5th |_|      6th |_|   module of the degree

	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.
Signed ………………GISIGER……………………………………………
Email submission: if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box |X|
(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above declaration.

	Assignment Mark
	
1st Marker’s Provisional mark
	

	
2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark
	

	
External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
	

	
Final Mark

	



NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.





For completion by Marker 1 :
Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	
For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:













	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:

	External Examiner’s comments (if relevant)












	External Examiner’s Signature:
	Date:





Using one or more examples referenced in secondary sources, critically examine the cultural consequences or adaptation of, the use of, or belief in, the significance of astronomical cycles

Word Count: 1362/3500 words

Introduction

In his article aiming at demonstrating that “there can be no scientific validity in the methods and predictions of astrology”, Lawrence Jerome finds that “With the invention of the telescope by Galileo and the overthrow of the Ptolemaic geocentric universe by Copernicus, astrology began to lose followers”. Gibson Reaves wrote in 1967 that “As far as science is concerned, astrology, which died in the middle of the 17th century, remains dead. As a faith, it is still alive”. The position that astrology is unscientific has indeed been the majority view in society at large, at least since the 1980s, see Figure 1. Yet in 2021, there was a significant surge in astrological consultations, a multi-billion-dollar industry on which the BBC reported notably by addressing the factor of social media. The revival of astrological practices can only be explained through a relevance of astrology in the contemporary world. With the efforts of science communicators and educators to inform the general public about the advancements in astronomy, up-to-date scientific knowledge has to be addressed by this contemporary astrology.

With these initial considerations in mind, this essay first discusses astronomical cycles that were discovered thanks to telescopic astronomy. Then, the significance attributed to selected sets of these “new” astronomical cycles by practicing astrologers is explored, and the broader consequences that these discoveries had on the community (both practitioners and consulting clients) and challenges they posed to astrology are examined. 


Astronomical cycles in the age of “astrophysics”

Modern Astronomy? The invention of the telescope leading to the advent of Astrophysics. First new cycle: Galilean moons

Possibly the greatest discoveries of all, though, were those of “additional” planets in our solar system. These were previously not visible due to their magnitudes being lower than what can be seen with the naked eye: hence Uranus was first spotted in 1781, Neptune in 1846, and Pluto in 1930 before its re-classification as a dwarf planet in 2006. This re-classification is a symptom of a greater problem, which is that of categorizing the thousands of objects in our solar system discovered thanks to increasingly powerful instruments. Figure 2 shows the IAU’s current conception of the various types of bodies that can be found in the solar system.

What’s more, in 1995 these increasingly powerful telescopes enabled Didier Queloz and Michel Mayor to detect the first exoplanet (planet orbiting another star). Figure 3 shows that of the more than 5000 exoplanets discovered to date, the majority were found thanks to their “cycle”, through the transit method, illustrated in Figure 4. 

Contemporary astrophysicists study a plethora of astronomical cycles. Besides these discoveries having a great impact on popular culture, particularly stimulating the imagination of creators of science-fiction works, they also “forced astrologers to rethink their rationale concerning the incorporation and interpretation of such additional planetary bodies”, as Demetra George explains in her summary of “Asteroids and Mythic Astrology”. Possible uses of additional planetary bodies, and their associated cycles, are presented next.


The integration of “new” astronomical cycles into astrology

In the previous section, the contested notion of “modernity” was evoked regarding astronomy (or, astrophysics). Likewise, the periodization of astrology is an ongoing subject of discussion. However, whether one is a proponent of the theory that astrology is “late modern” as suggested by John Bauer and Martin Durant, that it has become “for lack of a better term – post-modern astrology” as Glenn Perry puts it, or has even developed into a “new, postmodern, astro-psychology” as Glenn Perry would argue, it is undeniable that astrology has evolved over the centuries of its practice. As Patrick Curry puts it: “one of the lessons of the history of astrology is that almost nothing human ever really dies and disappears; it becomes overlaid, as it were, but continues (albeit changed), and from time to time even re-emerge”. Notably, as is addressed in this section through three examples, astrology “continues albeit changed” alongside scientific discoveries.  

Uranus and Neptune replacing the Moon and Sun

	“Asteroid Goddesses” and a Feminine Awakening

Kuiper Belt and Deep Ecology


Astrologers have responded to the scientific discoveries by incorporating the new constituents of our solar systems and assigning properties and meaning to them. However, practitioners themselves have acknowledged the limitations of a system where “size of an astronomical body is unrelated to astrological effectiveness”, e.g., Robert Hand “the disaster is that there are thousands of asteroids and other minor bodes orbiting the sun, and using present-day astrological techniques there is no way of accounting for all of them in a chart”. Under these conditions, the predictive nature of astrology appears severely compromised. Furthermore, as critics of astrology have pointed out, “other astrologers use hypothetical planets such as Vulcan that have not been detected by astronomers”. Still, for a post-modern reader, this diversity of practices (with the practitioners’ choices of which objects to include or not) is not an issue, rather it is a feature of pluralism. This approach is described by Charles Jencks in his work Postmodern and Late Modern: Essential Definitions as “the idea that the architect must design […] for differing views of the good life”. It can easily be applied to astrologers “designing” their charts, consultations, etc., as appropriate for their clients. Correspondingly, some astrologers are defining such an “Astrology as a therapeutic tool” that fits their client. In turn, this implies that astrology can remain relevant for society.


Cycles that remain to be addressed by the astrology community

	The preceding section explored the possibility of a “culture shift” within astrology towards a therapeutic astrology that has included new solar system bodies. Although it may be possible to also include exoplanets into this therapeutic astrology, the only paper on the matter, by (at the time) PhD student Michael Lund in 2016, indeed starts with: “One additional realm that hasn’t been adequately considered, however, is that this large increase in exoplanets would also impact claims regarding astrology”. Rather than considering the cycles themselves, i.e., the periodic visibility of the planet as it transits its host star, in his analysis Lund discusses the distribution of the exoplanets along the ecliptic and ultimately concludes that it “correlates with observed sociological trends in the last 2 decades”. If this correlation is interpreted as causation, the door is re-opened for a predictive astrology. On the other hand, Lund’s dataset is limited by the number of known exoplanets; moreover, if exoplanets are to be considered, would other galaxies and the planets therein need to be considered? This would bring back Hand’s problem of complexity. 

Conversely, a few astronomers have asked which are the “Past, present and future stars that can see Earth as a transiting exoplanet”; again the concept was adopted by an astrologer, Ray Grasse, who in 2020 wrote an informal article entitled “Exo-Astrology - Or, How Would We Construct Horoscopes on Other Planets?”. While this is speculative for now, we live in the age of space exploration, with the Artemis programme and the prospect of returning to the Moon in preparation of permanent bases on our natural satellite, and even missions to Mars, so that Grasse is posing another pressing question for the survival of astrology. Even further into the future, he points out that astrologers should have a way to establish “the horoscopes of an infant born on a spaceship out in space, either between the planets or even between solar systems”. 

In our increasingly complex celestial environments, and even, speculatively, under new skies, the choice of cycles may be as significant as the cycle itself, as that is what will keep astrology relevant. 



Conclusion

· As astronomy/astrophysics evolved, telescopes have revealed a multitude of astronomical cycles
· Astrologers have attempted to integrate these new cycles into their practice, as illustrated with the three examples
· Besides the beliefs that became associated with these cycles, there were broader cultural consequences on the community of practice
· The shock of Hand’s problem of complexity could be absorbed by a pluralistic, therapeutic astrology
· This would also allow for Exo-Astrology, for which new behaviors and beliefs will be associated with the relevant cycles

· Astrology does and must follow the evolution of astronomy to survive and remain relevant (as a faith or therapy tool ?)
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