Craig Stinton - 2124243
Essay One - Why is it so important that the police maintain the confidence of local communities? 
During this essay I will talk about why it is important for police to maintain confidence of the local communities in which they police. I will draw on relevant case studies where public confidence has been lost and the consequences that this caused. I will also refer to communication models that are used within the police to better communicate with the public. 
One of the main reasons for maintaining confidence from local communities is that for a police force to be effective in safeguarding members of the public, which is a primary role of the police, it is crucial that public confidence is retained. This is because the public are a key source of information and their trust and cooperation are often a key factor to law enforcement and policing in general (WBS research projects, Accessed 02/09/2023). 
From my research I have identified that in order for the police to be effective the police need communities to consent. This is called ‘’policing by consent’’. This was created by a male named Sir Robert Peel and as part of this he created 9 principles. One of the principles states that police need at all times a relationship with the public that gives reality to historic tradition that the police are the public and the public are the police (Officer H, Accessed 02/09/2023). This shows that a relationship between the police and communities is vital for policing as without it, law and order would be difficult to uphold. 
Research has also identified that a benefit of maintaining confidence with the community is the intelligence that they can and will provide to police as a result of confidence that the police will do something with that information. Within the police there is a confidence cycle. This is a link between community engagement and increased public confidence. With the use of this it can facilitate a greater willingness for the public to cooperate with the police, thereby enriching intelligence collection (Engagement, Accessed 02/09/2023). The below image shows the cycle. 
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By using this cycle, it shows how beneficial mainlining the confidence of local communities is. Information that is provided by the community helps formulate intelligence on issues that are affecting communities. This in turn can play a part in strategies decided for policing the local areas, the day-to-day actives of police and investigations and how to tackle specific crime in the area. Without the confidence of the local communities then they would not provide police this information making it more difficult to tackle issues within local areas and better communities. 
Another benefit of maintaining confidence by the public is that it helps build trust in the police. Trust in the police is defined as a belief in the reliability of the police to behave fairly and effectively during interactions with the public. The public are more likely to trust the police if they have positive evaluations and expectations of the fairness, effectiveness, and integrity of the police. Confidence in the police represents a generalised support of the police (Trust in the police, Accessed 02/09/2023). By maintaining the confidence in turn, it is likely to lead to better outcomes and overall positive support from the public. 
One of the ways in which police are able to maintain confidence from the public is by community engagement with them. This process enables citizens and communities to participate in policing at their chosen levels. This includes them providing information and assurance, as well as empowering communities to identify and implement solutions to local problems and also influence strategic priorities and decisions (Engagement, Accessed 03/09/2023). 
The benefits to effective engagement and building that public confidence can include:
· Increased public perception of safety.
· A tendency towards a reduction in disorder and anti-social behaviour.
· An increase confidence and trust, and in community perceptions of the police. 
This shows just how important engagement can have on the impact of confidence from the public. Without the engagement policing would likely be a lot more difficult with the support from communities. 
Whilst there are a number of occasions where confidence has been at a high there has been occasions where confidence has been lost in the police as a result of other police forces. When an incident or misconduct within the police is reported it can have a detrimental affect on the public’s perception or confidence, they have in them greatly. 
One news article stated that the failings of the Metropolitan police are felt far beyond the capital of London. One chief constable stated ‘’It is playing in our area hundreds of miles away’’. The chief constable also stated that the public within their policing area are aware of the two cases from the Metropolitan police that have nothing to do with their area but nonetheless have tarnished views of policing (Met’s failing have ripple effects across the UK, Accessed 03/09/2023). 
A case reported by the Metropolitan police was the case of the murder of Sarah Everard by serving police officer Wayne Couzens. Police constable Couzens was an off-duty police officer where had hired a vehicle and driven around the street of London. He then located a lone female walking down the street and stopped her whilst being in plain clothes and identified himself as a police officer. Following this he stated that Sarah had been breaking COVID 2019 rules and therefore he had to arrest her. He then placed handcuffs on her and placed her into the back of his hire vehicle and drove off. It is believed that he kidnapped, raped and then murdered (Sarah Everard murder, Accessed 03/09/2023). 
As previously discussed, police operate a policing by consent of the public approach. The above case is said to have severely damaged the publics trust and confidence in the police and their ability to police by consent. The discussed case is said to have undermined the reputation of the Metropolitan police and wider police forces and its ability to carry out wider lawful functions (Human resource development, Accessed 03/09/2023). 
With this in mind it had in impact on local policing, the trust in the police and the confidence that the public have in police. For example, members of the public lost so much trust in police that they will not want to stop for plain clothed officers and will not trust the decisions of the police and therefore this breaks down the barrier of confidence and in turn will lead to the public not providing us information and to take matters into their own hands. 
Another example of loss of confidence from the public is where for example, a victim has suffered a sustained amount of harassment which has been reported to police on number of occasions but the victim has not received the quality of service that they expect. Therefore, this results in a loss of confidence in the ability for police to provide a quality of service to them in the future. When a further incident is then reported, the victim then complains about the service based on previous responses that they received. Sometimes it is too late to change their opinion of the police. The main ain is they to restore their confidence in the police (Restoring public confidence, Accessed 03/09/2023). 
This is why it is important to do things right the first time in order to maintain that public confidence. Failing that police are unlikely to get positive outcomes for the public or the public won’t come forward and alert police where they are any issue for themselves or their communities as they won’t have the confidence to do so. 
One of the ways in which police forces in England and Wales are looking retain confidence and improve it from local communities is by using a new model called community matters. This is a new concept to of hyper-local problem solving that seeks to improve trust and confidence in the local police. It’s an overall partnership approach involving external agencies and internal ones. This can include CID, neighbourhood teams, safeguarding, schools, ward panels, members of the public. These are just a few. This will then be used to focus on one issue within the local area at a time and feedback is provided to the public meaning they feel involved with the decisions being made and feel supported (Seeking to improve trust, Accessed 03/09/2023). This is an important factor in maintaining the confidence of public as, as the report states it drives trust and confidence. 
Another vital part of maintaining the confidence of the public is communication with them, letting them know what is going on in the local area and what they are doing about it, it also gives local communities an opportunity to have they say. This needs to be catered for all. 
This can be done through different methods, some including public meetings, online platforms and tailored engagements. One case study stated that a community engagement meeting was carried out by South Wales police purely for deaf people. The police force funded a sign language interpreter to attend the meeting. This allowed the deaf members of the community to attend and give their say regarding crime and anit-social behaviour in their area. It not only allowed them their say but it allowed the police to inform them of the action they are taking to tackle this which they would not usually be able to do (Communication, Accessed 03/09/2023). 
This was a way of addressing community cohesion, including everyone and catering for all. This impact of this will result in a greater confidence in the police overall. 
According to a 2020 crime survey of England and Wales, public confidence in police has been on a downward trend over the last two years – From 62% having confidence to 55% in 2020 (Public confidence in the police, Accessed 03/09/2023). 
This is a concerning fact as, as previously discussed there are impacts to this. 
From my research I have identified further impacts that can be caused as a result in not keeping public trust and confidence. These include:
· The public are less likely to report crimes that they have witnessed.
· They may be reluctant to disclose details regarding a case that they have been victimised by. 
· It leads to long-term decline in public trust in the police, with serious consequences in terms of co-operation, social cohesion and anxiety around crime and disorder. 
· Some groups of individuals show less trust in law enforcement based on negative personal experiences. 
(The impact of police leadership on public, Accessed 03/09/2023).
This is why it is so important to maintain confidence in communities as without these police are not able to carry out their duties as effectively, they are not able to obtain information from the community in order to assist which local priority problems and tackle issues within the communities. Member of the public are not likely to report crimes or if they do then not likely to provide the information that is needed. 
Overall, from my research I have identified a number of reasons as to why the relationship with the public and police is so important. I have talked about an incident whereby the trust and confidence has been lost by the police as a result of a serving police officer’s actions. I have explained how it has affected the whole policing forces even if the incident or misconduct has occurred within another police force. I have explained the impact of this. 
I have made reference to relevant case studies and statistics relating to how public confidence has decreased in recent years. I have identified the reason why maintaining that public confidence is so vital to policing and without that policing would not be the same as it is today. 
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Essay Two - To what extent do response officers have a role in counter-terrorism policing?
During this essay I will talk about how response officers have a role to play within counter terrorism policing, I will describe what counter terrorism is and make reference to relevant case studies where response police officers have played a vital role within counter terrorism. 
Terrorism is described as the unlawful use of violence or threats to intimidate or coerce a civilian population or government, with the goal of furthering political, social, or ideological objects (Terrorism definition and meaning, Accessed 04/09/2023). 
Terrorism has a substantial effect on individuals within society. From my research I have identified a number of impact factors that terrorism has on a daily basis. Some of these include:
· Social factors – If someone is living daily with the impact of terrorism then this becomes a normal a normal way of living.
· Psychological factors – Someone living under conditions of violence develop comping mechanisms and strategies in order to adapt to the situation they are in. This in turn leads to unacceptable behaviour or use of violence becoming acceptable for them. 
· Political factors – Frequent acts of terrorism in a society create political problems as governments then struggle to maintain a semblance of order and legitimacy.  
(History behind the headlines, Accessed 04/09/2023)
From research a have identified a number of statistics which show just how much of in impact that terrorism has all around the world. In 2022 there were a vast majority of deaths reported right around the world. The first being 9% deaths in Afghanistan, Burkina Faso 17% deaths, Mali, 14%, Syria 7% and Pakistan 10% (Countries with highest share of deaths by terrorism, Accessed 04/09/2023). This just goes to show the vast number of deaths that are happening on a daily basis on innocent members of the public who are being caught in the middle of an unlawful violence for political purposes. 
Within the United Kingdom there is counter terrorism policing. The role of this is to allow officers and staff to confront terrorism, operating around the clocks to prevent, disrupt and investigate dangerous extremists whatever their ideology. The role is which they are:
· Prevent – They prevent vulnerable people from being drawn into extremism.
· Pursue – They pursue terrorist and work to bring them to justice.
· Protect – They protect the public and places from terrorist attacks.
· Prepare – They prepare to respond to attacks and reduce their impacts. 
(Counter terrorism policing, Accessed 04/09/2023)
As can be seen from the above research, counter terrorism policing is vital for protecting the UK and the public from attacks and coming to harm. They place a vital role in protecting the country and its interests. 
Response officers also have a very important part to play within counter terrorism. This can include officers working with local authority partners and community organisations to support and protect vulnerable people, officers work with businesses to help them protect their buildings, staff and customers, as well as preparing what they would need to do in an event of an attack and officers stained around the UK and the world share vital intelligence which helps protect their boarders and support counter terrorism investigations (Counter terrorism policing, Accessed 04/09/2023). 
Research has identified that following terrorist attacks around the world, they have a massive impact on policing worldwide. Recent attacks have made clear that agencies and police forces must work together in order to better intelligence and stamp out potential terrorists across the United Kingdom. One report stated that police officers can be used to identify potential terrorist residing or coordinating within their area. Police officers can be used to help protect vulnerable members of society and they can look to coordinate the first response to any terror attack should one present itself (Academic, Accessed 05/09/2023).
Contained within the same report it states that intelligence-led policing is vital to tackling terrorism activities. Within the United States, intelligence led policing has captured attention as a way of combining discrete pieces of information about terrorist activities. Small amounts of information are shared between police and other agencies then creating a better picture. Sometimes the information from one agency in put together with another agency and it’s at that point that the information makes sense (Academic, Accessed 05/09/2023). 
As police officers their role as being front line is to gather as much information as possible from members of the community and share this with relevant agencies. Also important with this in mind is community policing. Community policing from officers is a great way of obtaining information and building trust and bonds with the community. One report state that it is crucial that communication with local residents can yield crucial information that may thwart attacks. It also states that frequent casual conversations between local police officer and residents have potential to bridge the divide and address local grievances (Neighbourhood policing is crucial to preventing terrorism, Accessed 05/09/2023). 
This is another role of police officers and a vital one. 
Police response officers also have a responsibility for each other and to be on the lookout for any potential threat from within the organisation itself. This is due to the vast amount of information that police officers can gain access to and this could be used to support terrorism. The threat is known as an ‘’Insider Threat’’. 
The term insider threat doesn’t have a specific definition but a report from 2002 defines it as ‘’someone who is entrusted with authorised access, who instead of fulfilling assigned responsibilities, manipulates access to a system to exploit it’’ (The enemy within, Accessed 05/09/2023). 
One example of this is where a serving police officer was convicted if a terrorism offence. This was only discovered following the discovery of a swastika being found scrawled on a wall in a secure are of the police station. Benjamin Hannam aged 22 was found guilty of terrorism after an investigation discovered he was a member of proscribed far-right terrorism organisation called National action (The Independent, Accessed 05/09/2023).
The point being made with the above research is that police officers have responsibility to be on the lookout for anyone, including police officers who may be becoming involved in behaviour that is concerning and may be linked to terrorism in some way. A police officers primary is to protect communities and members of the public and therefore if they see an officer maybe becoming involved in terrorism in some way then they must report it as this could potentially lead to a risk to public safety. 
Another example of an insider threat was the case of BA worker Rajib Karminv aged 31 being convicted of terror charges. Rajib was a British Airways computer expert who plotted to blow up a plate. He was found to have been engaging in secret meetings with a fellow Islamic extremist called Al-Awlaki. Rajib used his job with the vast amount of information he could get access to, to plan to blow up a plane. Rajib was described as a well-mannered, well-educated, and respectful man’’ (BBC News, Accessed 05/09/2023). 
This again shows the risk that is posed from insiders of an organisation. Even the most unsuspecting members of an organisation and be drawn into terrorism in some way and pose a huge risk to the company and members of the public, not only locally but worldwide. This is again more evidence as to why the role of the police force is vital in protecting the UK interests not only dealing with outside threats but being aware that threats can come from within the police force itself and officers need to be aware of this and address it or report it to the relevant persons if they are concerned. 
Sometimes members of the of the public are vulnerable to becoming radicalised to terrorism. Radicalisation is the process of a person legitimising support for, or use of, terrorist violence (What radicalisation is, Accessed 05/09/2023). Anyone is at risk of radicalisation but there are certain factors that can increase someone’s vulnerability. There are both internal factors and external factors: The internal factors can include: 
· Struggling with a sense of identify and feeling confused where they fit in or belong.
· Feeling under threat either personally, or as part of a community. 
· Mental health issues.
· Experiencing racism, bullying or discrimination.
The external factors can include:
· Community tensions. 
· Terrorist incidents that have happened in the UK or abroad. 
· Knowing someone who is expressing extreme views or who have joined extremist organisations or groups. 
(What are the risks of radicalisation, Accessed 05/09/2023)
Front line police officers will often be the first ones to notice if someone displays changes in their behaviour. This is likely to be because of the frequency that officers deal with the same vulnerable persons on a daily basis. Some of the signs that response officer may notice is, online behaviour where the person may download propaganda material, it could also include increasingly agitated or violent behaviour, changing friends, becoming isolated from friends and family (Behaviours that cause concern, Accessed 05/09/2023). 
If police officers identify concerns that an individual that they are dealing with may be involved in terrorism or may be vulnerable to becoming involved then officers should express their concerns with a colleague and a designated safeguarding lead (Checking concerns, Accessed 05/09/2023). 
If the concerns are still there and agreed with, with other persons than a referral should be made under the PREVENT DUTY. The prevent duty is a duty in the counter- terrorism and security act 2015 on specific authorities, in the exercise of their functions, to have due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism (The prevent duty, Accessed 05/09/2023). 
PREVENT is aimed at stopping individuals from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism. It does it by providing relevant support and advice and aims to have an early intervention approach. It works with specific authorities and multi-agencies in order to provide support to the affected person (What is prevent, Accessed 05/09/2023).
From the above research it shows how important a police officer’s role is in relation to terrorism prevention. As explained officers are usually the first ones to have contact with vulnerable members of the community and therefore the first ones that typically have exposure to that vulnerable person’s behaviour therefore there is a responsibility for that officer to report back to the relevant persons and act upon this. 
Overall, through my research of this topic, it has identified the vital role that front-line police officers have to play in the role of counter-terrorism. I have made reference to relevant case studies and discussed radicalisation and vulnerability to it. I have also discussed what terrorism is and some statistics in relation to my findings on deaths as a result of terrorism. I have explored the topic in some detail and explained my findings. 
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